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|^A  Six-citv  protest 

&  against  CBC  ban 

Fighting  on 
^        W^  beside  him 


A  mother's  work 
for  gay  rights 


NEWS 


National 


CBC  bans  public  service  ads 


Gays  in  six  cities  protest 


Gays  tn  *.  x  mj,or  Canadian ( .  |ii 
oomi  tocoeai  picketed  offices  of  me 
CenadianB'oadcasiingCoi:. 
proli«terecentC8Ct»n  on  public  ser 
vie*  announcement}  Irom  gay  groups 

This  was  Canada  s  firs!  nanonally 
organ  lied  demonatral  ion ,  and  ICtMatt 
•cross  Ihe  country  wee  e»  nuarated  by 
its  success 

In  Hail  ta»  on  Fooruary  1 7  ar id  two  days 
later  in  Mont  real,  Ottawa.  Toronto  Wuv 
ni peg,  and  Vancouver,  pickets  inarched 
inaumliedcaiiloranendiotheCBC 
policy  "Gays Pay  10%olCBC  s Budget: ' 
read  one  Haiilax  placard,  We  Want  Our 
Money's  Wort  h." 

I  tie  policy  was  made  publ  ic  on 
January  7  in  a  letter  io  Robin  Meicaile, 
Secretary  ol  Mali  ta.  s  Gay  Alliance  lor 
Equality  Paler Meggs. Vice-President  ot 
Audience  and  Public  Relations  tor  ihe 
CBC,  said, '  TheCorporation  spol'Cyon 
public  service  announcements  clearly 
-.ubjects  deemed  conirover 
Silt  llislelllhatlherequesfofyour 

■  '  ion  represents  subject  matter 
whir  i,  i-,  -.mi  considered  controversial  by 
Ml  luiiiences"' 

In  tiislollur,  Meggs  was  speaking  lor 
I-  'Hi  li»'  English  anc  French radioand 

-  ■.ottheCBC  The 
policy  applies  only  to  CBC  owned  -  and  - 
operated  stations 

Ho i  national  policy  was  established 
aiieMhe  Halifax  group  intervened  in  (he 
license  renewal  olHali'ai  radio  station 
CBH  last  October^  Their  bttel  asked 
thai  the  stations  licence  no)  be  renewed 
untnii  adopted  a  nondiscriminatory  PSA 
policy  CBN  had  refused  announce- 
ments lor  Ihe  GAYLINE-atelephone  coun- 
sel ling  service. 
The  Hainan  pickei.  Atlantic  Canada's 
.   lemonaiMIOn,  included  eleven 
women  and  ten  men  Allol  the  local 
media  covered  the  event 

In  Oliawa.lhirty-fivepickels  marched 
ii  i  if  ontl  iithe  Chateau  Launer.  which 
houses  both  the  Frenchand  English 
localCBCradiostBlions.  Neither ol 
Ihese covered  t he demonsl ration  Local 
television  slaiion-.,  both  Frenchand 
English,  as  well  as  Ottawa's  I  wo  English- 
language  newspapers,  did  carry 
coverage 

inMontieai.'ittypicketsbravedsnow 
i  and  subzero  weather  lor  over  an  hour  to 
maketheirpomi  Memberso'the 
i  Associaiionpourlesdroiisdesgal(e)sdu 
Quebec  were  loined  by  members  ol 
seven  other  groups 
I      Toronto  gays,  alsoabout  50  in  number, 
marched  Irom CBC  ottices at  Ihe inter- 
|  seciionol  Bay  and  College  lotheCBC 
i  complex  on  JarvisStreet,  including  a 
longish  slreich  up  Yonge  Street  in 
trek  Mediacoverage  was  minimal,  with 
only  one  newspaper  and  one  radio 
station  reporting  the  protest 

The  Lesbian  Society  ol  Winnipeg  and 
Gays  tor  Equality  began  pickeiling  ai 
1 1 00  with  thirty  persons,  but  by  the  end 
Ol  the  hour  the  group  had  swelled  to 
around  fitly  Piciuresof  Ihepickei. 
which  took  placeal  the  CBC  building  on 
Portage  Avenue,  ran  ineacno'M 
dailies 

A  number  ol  members  ol  Vancouver  s 
SEARCH  lomed  Ihe  Gay  Alliance  TOvMnJ 
to  D'Cket  the  new  CBCcompiex 
m  downtown  Vancouver  On  the 
previous  day.  GATE  sBob  Cook  ap- 
peared on  the  CBC  s  talk  show,  Good 
Mommg  fUdto  and  during  Ihe  Show 
slipped  in  an  impromptu  public  service 
•nr>xinc«rmentoHlNe  demonstration 
Th-s  may  have  assisted  the  ne.t  days 


largeturnoutolaroundliltypersons  The 
Vancouver  press  ignored  the  event 

ro .  nat  i  ng  ol  I  ice  ol  the  Nat  lonai 
Gay  Rights  Coalition  iNGRCl,  which 
organised  the  national  demonstration, 
has  sent  lettersot  protev 
Minister  Trudeau  and  Secrelary  of  Stale 
John  Roberts  miheseieiiersNGRC 
spokesperson  John  Duggan  said  that  Ihe 
CBC  policy  ignores  ihe  'act  thai  10%  ol 
the  audience  which,  according  to  Mr 
Meggs,  still  considers  gays  con  trover 
siai.ismadeupo' lesbian  women  and 
gaymen  TheCBC  .attitude.   Ouggan 
said, "is  patronizing  andViCIQoan  and  111 
deci  sion  is  arbitrary  and  arrogant 

Ouggan  pointed  out  lhai  mere  could 
be  no  controversy  about  the  existence  ol 
over  tidy  gay  groups  in  Canada,   many  ol 
Which  have  been  long  established  as 
1  social  service  agencies  in  Iheir  com- 
munities The  CBC's  decision  to  reject 
announcements  Irom  tnese 
organizations  "he said,  "isadenialol 
ihe  right  ot  all  people, and  not  iusi 
homosexuals,  lobemadeawareol  ihe 
activities  ol  the  organizations  m  Iheir 
communities 

The  CBC's  national  policy  is  a  clear 
cut  example  ol  discrimination  ai  the 
lederal  level  in  Canada  and  comes  at  a 
time  when  Ihe  gay  movement  is  trying  to 
perauadeihegovernmentiolnclude 
sexual  orientation  in  its  proposed 
Canadian  Human  Rights  Ac  I 
by  David  Garmalseand  Michael  Lynch 


Toronto 

A  plea  for  help 

Three  murders  still  unsolved 


Brian  Latocki,  James  Kennedy,  and 
Harold  Walk  ley  each  brutally  murdered 
wiihin  the  last  twoyears  in  Toronto,  each 
lound  naked  in  his  bedroom,  dead  Irom 
some  combination  ol  stabbing, 
strangulation  and  beating  Each  had 
been  robbed  Each  man  was  gay  and  had 
been  loa  gay  bar  the  night  before  his 
murder 

Brian  Latocki  died  on  January  22, 1977 
and  his  death  is  still  under  investigation 
His  nude  body  was  found  in  ihe  blood 
spaitered  bedroom,  tied  to  the  bed,  with 
his  head  badly  beaten.  He  had  been 
strangled  and  Iherewereknife  wounds  in 
the  back  and  chest,  bul  no  knile  was 
lound 

Policeknowhehitch-hiked  home  Irom 
the  St  Charles  themght  before,  but  are 
'hewaswithanyoneelseat 


the  lime  He  wasalmanciai  analyst,  24. 
shy and  new  on ihe  gay  scene 

Some  property  was  missing  from  his 
aparlmeni  which  suggests  robbery  as  a 
molive  Apparently, the murderenook 
time  lo  make  an  extraordinarily  thorough 
clean-up  of  his  linger  pnnis 

James  Kennedy,  a  49-year-old  civil 
servant,  lived  an  almost  reclusive  lite  ac- 
cording to  his  neighbours  He  was  last 
seenai  theSf ,  Charlesthe  night  before 
he  was  killed  on  September  20. 1976 
Several  days  later  he  was  lound  by  the 
caretaker,  nude,  witha  lowel  knoiled 
aroundhlsneck.Hehad  been  beaten 
aboulihelace  Credilcardswerestolen, 
and  police  suspect  ihe  same  man  who 
killed  Lalocki 

Harold  Walk  ley  5  i  .  was  a  history 
teacher,  much  involved  in  neigh- 
bourhood politics  He  was  lasl  seen  get- 
ling  mioa  cabin  the  vicinity  oliheOuesi 
barwherehehadbesnuntilclosmg  He 
was  apparently  ai'  ne  There  is  m 
ot  ihe  inp  in  any 'if  the  taxi  company  tog 
books.  He  was  found  by  his  housemate 
early  the  nexi  morning  on  February  18, 
'975  nude,  ml  he  dishevelled,  bloodied 
bedroom  with  several  slab  wounds  in  the 
back  and  chest  Again,  no  knile  was 
lound  and  credit  cards  we 

nwaBlrtUnoslrnilai 
has  led  ihe  Metropolitan  Toronto  Police. 
HomocideOivision.  10  consider  me 
1 |  one  person  may  be 
responsi  bie  f  or  all  three 

The  blind  alleys  police  have  run  into 
i    nthe  Kennedy  and  Waikiey 
murders  .s  largely  due  to  lack  .  ' 


The  police  arenamslrung  in  their  \n- 
■.■I.- :.  1 1  ■  j  .-n  1 1 . ..  r  i  -..  by  ihe  reluctance  ol  gay 
people  to  come  forward  wilh  inlor- 
malion  about  the  viclimsor  Ihe  events 
leading  up  to  the  crimes,  however  small 
and  seemingly  unimportant 

This  reiuclance  within  the  gay  com- 
munity is  understandable  lor  Iwo 
reasons  a  general  lear  or  mistrust  of  the 
police  and  a  deeper  tear  that  II  they  give 
I  ntormation.  they  may  be  called  as  a  wit- 
ness i  n  court  and  be  exposed  as  gay 

When  interviewed.  Oetective  Sergeant 
Bernard  Nadeau,  who  is  invesiigatlng  the 
Latocki  case,  volunteered  lhat  pari  ol  Ihe 
dilf  iculty  gay  people  have  In  approaching 
thepollcemaybeiheresuliof  theklndof 
treatment  police  have  given  somegays  in 
thepast  Heemphasizedlhatthepolice 
are  irying  hard  to  see  that  Ihis  sort  ol 
thing  doesn't  happen  aqam     llanygay 
personcomes  forward  wilh  information. 
rest  assured  that  he  or  she  will  be  treated 
with  all  due  respect  and  confidenliaiily  " 

Solitary  street  pick-ups  are  always 
potentially  dangerous,  but  the  lacl  lhat 
all  three  murders  involved  visits  lobars 
led  Sergeant  Nadeau  to  suggest  if  you 
pick  up  someone  in  a  public  place  like  a 
bar,  introduce  him  loa  friend  or  in  some 
■  ItkirOwntooUwalhalyouira 
■ -together " 

It  may  sound  naive  and  strange  —  he  i 
givesthisadvice  lo  women  as  well  —  but 
it  might  mst  work  TrytogeloverthelNr 
ol  being  seen  to  score  Instead,  Haunt  it 
A  psychopath  will  likely  flee  im- 
mediately .Besides,  anyone  who  goes  to 
a  gay  bar  repeatedly  ought  togei  over  the 
Con  1  on  &*</•  * 
BoOyPoimc'1 


EDITORIAL/LETTERS 


Editorials 

Worms  in  the  Apples 


MOtil 


iihaMMUri)  nw  ■■awl 


But  theer^nyhaaloundanew  pastime  "° 
devouring  Ml  but  ihe  skin 

U>*  at  three  recent  cases  B'oomington.  Indiana  Ms   sexual  orten  tat  ion   inns 
Human  Bights Code  But  Ihe Human flights  Commission thereruied last mon'h 
that  a  disco  could  kick  oul  same-sex  dancers  because  same-sex  dancing  is 
neutral"  with  raepectlo  sexual  onentat  ion 
Examplelwo  TheStateot  Wash.nglonremovedanti  sodomy  lawsfromils 
boc*s  on  July'  1976,  buton  January  20. 1977  iisSupremeCourt  upheld  a  high 
school's  tiring o'agay  teacher—  a  teacher  the  court  lound  exemplary  in  every  way 
but  Ihisone— Because   the  tact  that  homosexuality  is  notacrime"  does  noi 
relieve  the  conduct  ol  its  immoral  status 
E.'ample  three  is  closer  lo  home  The  1969  Canadian  Criminal  Code   reiorm 
decriminalized  same  sex  activity  r>)tween  two  consenting  adults,  over  21.  in 
private  Bui  recently  anOttawa  judge  ruled  ihisirretevanltooursteambaths 
be«u»e,  he  said,  a  gay  steambaih  probably  constituies  a  bawdy  house1  Suddenly 
many  activities  we  d  thought  decriminalized  may  be  outlawed  once  again  (The 
nei  tissue  of  rePwill  carry  ananalysisottheimplicationsolthisiodiciai stunner  I 

Th«eediflerenlplacea,cases,typesoliaw   i>teesh.ny apples  Threevery 
wormy  interiors 
Are ihe  'protections  we've  won  proving  lobeonly  skin-deep? 


Letters 


Natural  allies 

AndrewHodges  article,  Divided  we 

■  .'..,.[  ,  TBI  ii  linlhMll 

have  too  often  b**n  swept  under  the  rug 


Andrew  s  thought  lul  description  ol 

■    .,,  ,■    ,!  II, ,   [jrijt.ili.Tiir.iil  ij.i,  rri.il'.- 

lesbian  gni  ly  at  I  actively  counters 
atlempia  to  impoaealalseand  dogmatic 
unity  upon  tho  two  ma|or  componentsof 
the  homosexual  movement  We  certainly 
can't  continue  tolerating  empty  lorrnulae 
and  1  he  kind  ot  intimidation  and  gutll- 
Iripplngwhlchhasboenexposedby 
other  commentators,  notably  John 
Laurltaen 

Unlorlunatety,  Andrew's  contribution 
remains  on  the  descripi  ive  level, 
overlooking  underlying  structural 
questions  which  may  Influence 
decisively  Ihe  political  efforts  gays  un- 
dertake to  liberate  themselves. 

Thus,  the  first  question,  lor  me,  is  not 
what  are  t  he  ways  in  which  lesbians  and 
gjy  men  diller,  Ihe  ways  in  which  their 
oppression  differs,  bul  rather,  is  therean 
obiect  Ively  common  source  to  theop- 
pfiuiofiol  oay  IsmslH  uid  rralu  -in 
other  words  —  while  it'struethat  we 
sometimes  find  ourselves  tight  i  ng  each 
olher,  is  theie  nevertheless  some  com- 
mon and  decisive  force  in  society  *hich 
regardless  of  our  individual  will,  causes 
us  to  be  oppressed?  If  ihe  answer  lo  that 
question  Is  no,  then  we  might  have  to  ac- 
cept a  son  of  vague  solidarity  as  the  best 
lorm  of  unity  possible  But  il  Ihe  answer 
is  yes  —  then  it's  logical  that  we  spend 
some  time  finding  ways  to  achieve  the 
tlble  unity 
...  ihaiineiet&evldenceolan 

"rularily  in  Itis oppression o' 

fluchofthai 
■. 
i  )  that  the 

: 

dc<     rve  role  m  the  moulding  ol  the 
hu     mperai 

.-,in"'ii  ,■:    ■    nt  ion  wh: 
■      . 
Muttons. 
mo r <*>ver.  are  absolutely  vital  to  I  he 
smooth  I unct toning  ol  our  part  icu  lar 

pjWIzallQfl  iheyyyillnotdisap- 
■ 


early  losey  whether  it  win  afweysoe 
I  poMibk*io>amuedcg*nu;alionto 
|  rnpondtothetipr<oiitkMaaw«iia» 
!  men'apnoMieft.Certeinrytii»noi enough 
umpty  to  say  that  themare  things  m 
I  common  the  need  lor  protection  against 
hostile  heterosexuals,  ihe  need 
especially  m  smaller  centres  to  have 
.  sometorumtor  social  lite.  Iheneedlo 

combat  lobrJjisCiMTu nation  II  has 
|  becomeapparentt'ornlhecnildcustody 
issues  of  recent  months  that  there  ate 
issues  ol  special  concern  to  women  So 
there  is  a  real  question  whether  meted 
organic i  ions  wii  i  be  able  lo  handle 
issues  peculiar  to  one  se>- 

t  would  noi  be  optimistic  if  I  thought 
that  success  depended  on  men  Fully 
overcomi  ng  the  at  titudes  toward  women 
we  have  all  grown  up  with  But  I  think  il  is 
only  necessary  i  hat  men  be  able  to 
recognize  ihe  importance  of  spending 
their  nme  and  Ihe  resources  ol  or  gam; 
ationsto  which  they  belong  on-  i 
political  issues  raised  by  gay  women  Of 
course  Ihisdoes  require  some  under- 
standing ol  the  relation  between  Ihe 
liberation  of  women  andlhe  liberation  of 
gay  people  of  Doth  se<es.  But  it  does  no! 
requireany  radical  inner  change  in  gay 
men  sdeepesi  leeiings-ir. 
seiuaibenaviouf  toward  other  men 


.» then  i  wouldn't  find  nnwi  m 
such  compromising  poaitron*  w<  lh  such 
ignwanl  consumer*  This  being 
because  the  gioaa  and  gumma*  ol  a  good 
PB  campaign  cannot  replace  a  good  BJ 
that  still  maintains  that  okrj  I  aahnned 
goodness  and  Quality  that  I  come  10  *• 
peel 
Tim 


■  ■  ! 

>,  "lenereMcnofhers'rnoaf 
,  naiurafa/fiei.  because  they  and  up  con- 
fronting the  savrte  basic  forces  opposed 
to  their  free  development 

I      1  am  not  convinced  that  Ihe ant>  sexuai 
I  lor  anl  i-maie  S4  ■  u*l  i  ly )  t>u  ol  some 
^  Body  Pontic 


women  s  groups  is  intrinsic  to  lesbian 
liberal  ion .  any  more  than  I'm  convinced 
that  gay  rnalesareininnsiciiiiy  male 
chauvinist  Forme,  it  is  more  important 
to  analyse  sexual  politics  in  our  lives, 
and  to  ask  ourselves  what 's  at  stake  here 
Are  lesbians  really  attaching  gay  male 
sexuality  when  they  say,  "Men!  Thenexl 
time  you  whistle  at    .   or  is  it  possible 
someone  is  guilty  of  making  an 
amalgam,  impermissible  in  a  political 
con  teat 

Political  strategy  which  is  based  upon 
analysis  ol  the  root  causes  ol  social 
phenomena  is  not  content  to  give  up  and 
go  home  when  people  have  di  I  leronces, 
assuming  that  those  people's  interests 
are  not  seen  to  be  fundamentally  op- 
posedlo  each  other  Political  strategy 
differs  from  personal  contact  initial  II 
sets  as  Its  goal  Ihe  overcoming  (not  ef- 
facing) ot  differences  to  achieve  wor  tuny 
unity  (not  necessarily  organic  unltylona 
"higher"  level 

We  are  per  haps  only  talking  about 
united  front  s  on  efforts  lo  procure  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men  basic  civil  rights; 
perhaps  we  are  talking  about  something 
moreprolound  But  wha  l  even  he  unity 
possiCle.it  is  forged  together,  yes 
togeiher,  because  that's  the  only  way  to 
gain  the  strength  and  knowledge  and 
respect  for  each  other  which  make 
things  happen  to  our  mutual  advantage 
Waller  Bruno 
Toronlo 

Mixes  can  flourish 

Andrew  Hodges'  art  icle  was  of  mote  t  han 
theoreiical  interesi  tomebecausethe 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality,  of  which  l 
am  a  member,  decided  about  a  year  ago  to 
set  up  an  autonomous  lesbian  caucus 
within  il  II  wriat  Andrew  says  is- iqt'i 

this  move  is  doomed  tolsllura  Aslun 

demand  it.  he  is  saying  thai  the  mixed 
: .  eiistareuniled 
only  in  appearance  Unity  will  break 
downsoor.,  the  visions 

ol  gay  men  and  gay  women  wit  n  regard  to 

■ 
compatible  thopemanywomenwiii 

■  ^ivwhelherAndrew'sviews 
on  Ihissubieel  ring  true  to  them  What  I 
want  tosay  is  that  even  if  these  visions 
aredifferent  mnedorganizationscan 

msh  Tneirgrowthordeatn 
depends  almost  entirety  on  the  degree  of 
Uvtl 
1    . 
■ 
1  anyfurjden  motives  men  mayhave  for 
wanting  women  lobe  m  one  group  with 
,  them 

SinceCanadian  gay  women  areiust 
|  beginning  to  formulate  their  own 
program,  at  events  t  ike  last  October's 
nat  tonal  lesbian  conference.  ■(  is  too 


Consumer  protection 

Tne  bar  scene  around  Toronto's  Ihe 
shits  thanslhegayOarsarethesliits  I 
imagine  the  regular  bars  as  in  Metro- 
barsaren'l  so  hoi  either  You  know 
what  really  bugs  me  is  ihe  meal  market 
I  thaigoeson.anevet-endingparadeot 
bodies  ranging  from  tag  fancy  tosub- 
.  standard  slut,  piacedon  tantalising 
I  disarraylorthelessthaneducaiedcon- 
\  sumertogelindigesllonon  Iprobably 
I  have  Canada  Grade  A  Fancy  lagged  on 
I   my  ass.  somewhere  thai  is  unbeknownst 
to  me.  which  puts  me  on  the  very  naive- 
wittvabig  dick  shell. expirydate 
j  unknown 

Finding  oneself  in  this  category 
makes  it  very  easy  to  be  picked  up, 
folded,  stapled,  and  mutilated  by  other 
cock -consumers  and  unfortunately  ihis 
has  been  quite  often  the  case 

I've  been  put  in  beds  that  have  spoiled 
my  taste,  making  me  curdle  with  a  PH 
above  plus- 7  or  my  can  has  been  dented 
and  caused  me  to  be  sold  at  bargan 
prices  loiessthan  discriminating  con- 
sumers, who  tend  lopee  in  Ihe 
lovemaking  procedure  which  causes  me 
logo  rancid 

What  has  gone  wrong  with  these  con- 
sumers? Iknowlhatamassivecon- 
sumer  protection  campaign  must  be 
initiated  for  people  like  myself  and 
education  programs  tor  Ihe  bedwelters 
Small  steps  like  msiead  of  grabbing 
ihegoods  by  the  genitals,  which  could 
cause  damage  to  the  goods  and  the 
goods' pride  Onecouldmsteadtryin- 
troducmg  oneself  to  the  product, 
therefore  establishing  a  good  consumer 
andservicesrelalionship.  Thena 
suitable  I  rial  offer  could  be  arranged 
where,  if  both  part lesaren't  satisfied, 
your  money  and  cock  are  cheerful  ly 
refunded,  no  Questions  asked 

What  with  giant  strides  being  made  on 
all  other  levels  U^nk    fa'  ighlimellwas 
considered  for  institutioi  i  m  the  gay 
scene  in  Toronto 

I  per  so  r 
consumer  tindsucrisup^' rrv 
baths  abhorrent  Although1!- 
beanecessa/yasct  ■_< 
tendtoha..  i    ubicte) 

■  seed  as  stock  msuch  places 
.'  ihenmiirathei 

■  .^l  i  ng  my  sei  I  C-emg  Shipped 
back  tomy  placed  ongin— alone, 
Perhapi  i-.-.ive 

campaign  »itt 

bygone  era  gained  my  tosi  21 

grewacropofacne  b 

four  years  ago  m  high  schoo: 

cause  an  imbalance  m  the  o-o  . 
demand  relationship  in  my  se  ■ 
10  correlate  supply  as  potency  for  i  can 
still  gel  it  up  lor  the  bedwelters 


Neglect  explained 

Contrary  loWiil  Aitken  s  sanguine inier- 
prelatron of  literary  history  inhis  review 

Of  CAftSfOprrer  OiXt  M>i  Mrtdl  T&P  30)  it  IS 

not  Hue  that  the  general  neglect  ol 
liherwood  and  his  works  has  nothing  to 
■■s  nomoseiualily 
in  the  first  place,  Ihe  early  works  ol 
are  not  neglected  Inthe  1930'slsher 
wood  was  widely  regarded  as  the  most 
promising  young  novelist  of  anexlraor- 
dinan  ly  laten led  generation,  and  his 
work  Irom  that  decade  continues  lobe 
widely  available  and  admired  indeed, 
Ihere  is  something  faintly  comic  in 
Ailkensattempitoexpiain  the  neglect 
ol  Isherwood  by  quoting  some  of  the 
most  acclaimed  prose  written  in  the  20lh 
■ 
But  Ihe  later  novels  ail  am  neglected, 
and  Ihe  reason  Ihey  are  neglected  IS  thai 
in  them  Isherwood  sympathetically  por- 
tiays  openly  gay  charactersandrovoalsa 
penetrating  awareness  ol  gay  op- 
pression These  works,  which  include 
his  lascmaling  Down  There  on  a  Visit 
(1962)  end  hismasterp!ece»Singfe  Man 
(1964),  are  among  the  most  undervalued 
novels  ol  our  lime.  Whereas  even  the 
earliest  and  least  successful  novel  All 
the  Conspirators  has  been  reprinted  in 
paperback  editions,  as  have  GooObyo  to 
Berlin.  TheLastotMr  Noma,  The 
Memorial,  and  Prater  Violet,  all  ol  Ihe 
later  novels  are  out  of  print  in  the  Umtod 
Siatesandaredilticull  lo  lind.  Upon 
their  publications  they  mot  wilh  tho 
snioe  condescension  ol  liberal  reviewers 
and  continue  to  be  ignored 
!      Their  neglect  stems  not  from  laher- 
■  wood'shomosexuaiitypersp     after  all 
'   many  gay  writers  receive  large  and  sym 
pat  he!  i  c  coverage  I  rom  1  he  II  lerary 
press—  but  because  unlike  most  other 
gay  members  of  the  literary  establish- 
ment he  chooses  lo  place  gay  peoploat 
the  very  centre  ol  his  art  Avoiding  sen 
salionalism  and  stereotyping.  Isher 
I  woodseesinthehomosexual 
silualionalaithluimirroroflhehuman 
situation 

The  integrity  of  this  vision  exacts  a 
.  high  price  in  literary  acclaim  That 

Isherwood  pays  this  price  with  unlailing 
,  cheer  1$  no  excuse 'or  a  journal  ol  gay 

liberation  to  cooperate  in  whai  I 
,  conspiracyagainslhomoaexualan  Tho 
neglect  of  Isher  wood's  laier  work  is 
caused  by  homophobia,  and  not  —  as 
•  your  reviewer  suggests  — by  the  writer 
,  himself. 
Claude  Summers 
San  Marino.  California 


PRICE  INCREASE,  ALAS! 
El  tective  this  issue,  Ihe  price  ol 
The  Body  Polllic  increases  to  75« 
in  Canada  and  SI  .00  in  Ihe  United 
Stales  and  overseas. 

Substantial  increases  inthe 
costs  ol  printing,  distribution,  and 
postage  have  required  this,  much 
toour  collective  dismay.  Our  labor 
is  volunteer  labor,  and  we  d  like  to 
keep  advertising  limited  (we  think 
gays  are  much  more  than  pui 
chasing  power)  and  the  price  of  Ihe 
paper  low  so  i hat  il  is  accessible  to 
all. 

We  hare  delayed  the  subscrip- 
tion rale  increase  lor  a  month  And 
hope  you  11  subscribe,  or  renew,  at 
the  current  rales  before  March  31 . 

There's  a  subscription  form  on 
pages  of  Our  fmage 

Go  ahead  take  advantage 


"  Wanna  get  involved  in  the 
glamorous  world  of  journalism?" 
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ir>  to  tprcad  n  around 

O  .  pecad  the  cikc  thing* 

■ 
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.11  handle 
i  *hi/ 
■Htbaojscra, 

nut  and  wni- 
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dotl/l  '.'u |H 1 1  .,!■  nli.  hik  all  your  free 
lime  Urn  it  (foci  mean  iheoommil- 

IIKIll    .ll.Mlll!  t.L-,Mi:i'1ll.ll    mi.:      -■     Mill 

II  li'ionlj  a  day  a  month 

u  ii.n     in  ii  for  you?  Noi  money 
The  Body  Polllii  wja  built  with 
volunteer  labour,  and  that'*  theway 
ii"s  going  lo  viay  You  couldn't  buy 


ihc [taper  . 

Sjini*.-iti>n.  the  feeling  you're 
in. . ih cJ  m  mating  himtf  > .  meeting 
not  people,  getting  yourself  into 
dnd out oOctullcntin»  - 
—  iho*earcio«ncoftftething\that 
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thing*  we  haveto  offer  each  othei 

ihoutihe 
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Inter  cm  ed?  Give  twacallai 
863-6320 and aik  for  Mervott.e.jld 
( )r  write U| at  Box  7289.  Stn  A,  Tor- 
onto MSW  I X9,  .mention  the 
collective. 


the 


KOPAY 
story 

by  David  Kopay  and  Perry  Deane  Young 
illustrated 

What  is  it  like 

to  be  gay  in  the  macho  world 

of  the  pro  athlete? 


David  Kopay  writes  frankly  and  openly  about :  expressing 
sexuality  through  the  violence  of  contact  sports,  how  he  came 
to  recognize  his  sexual  preference;  his  early  years  in  a  Roman 
Catholic  Seminary;  his  college-days  relationship  with  another 
football  player;  his  relationships  with  his  wifelhe  is  still 
married),  his  teammates  and  parents. 

With  letters  and  statements  from  colleagues  and  the 
great  men  in  sports  (such  as  his  coach  at  Green  Bay.  the  late 
Vince  Lombard!)  this  book  isasagaof  guilt,  courage  and 
finally  honesty  and  identity. 


S1 1.95  or  less 


Irom  Clarke  Irwin 
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Trt«  «o*raT>on  o'  homoiaw  uat» 


Never  much  of  a  conformist  9 

Ken  Popen  interviews  Robin  Metcalfe 

"Everybody  s  different,  everybody's  queer  in  theirownway  We  talk 
to  Rot»n  Metcalfe  about  coming  out.  aboul  lamily.  about  being 
involved  inCanada  s  maritime  ga,  movement 

Fighting  on  beside  him  14 

A  ponrait  ot  Sarah  Montgomery 

Sarah  Montgomery  was  74  when  she  learned  that  her  gay  son  had 
committed  suicide  Most  mothers  would  have  despaired  and  tett 
helpless  Sarah  despaired  —  but  she  was  not  helpless  tnhervoutha 
suffragette,  she  is  now  a  doughty  fighter  tor  gay  rights  Her  special 
battles  me  nghts  of  gay  youth,  and  the  parents  of  gays 


Le  temps  des  citrouilles 

A  short  story  by  Graham  Jackson 


12 


Two  boys  enter  the  forest  and  undress  Thai's  where  ihe  story 
begins.  One  of  Canada's  leading  gay  writers  takes  us  Irom  (here  Into 
scenes  of  tenderness  and  epiphany  Rated  PG 

In  the  News  1 

Canada  this  month 

Demos  across  Canada  hit  anti-gay  CBC  policy;  three  murders  in 
Toronto  maybe  the  work  of  one  psychopath,  same-sex  dancing  Isn't 
gay  in  Indiana  and  the  Damien  defence  effort  gears  up  tor  a  long 
battle-  These  and  more  cross-Canada  stories  starting  on  page  f. 


Our  Image 

The  BP Review  Section 


Pull  Out 


Jeannette  Fosler  and  Gene  Damon  record  lesbian  hlslory.  We 
celebrate  two  remarkable  women  and  their  work  Jane  Rule  finds 
Lovers  fountain  of  verbal  energy,  and  on  the  theatrical  scene  Good- 
bye Pompeii  auspiciously  debuts  while  Hosanna  second-comes  All 
this  and  more  in  our  seventh  regular  pull-out. 
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NEWS 


tmi  DfbmpMai  *•«  ngtato  mottm 

O*  ■  -  inn  in  general  within  the  ga> 
COftvnyn.l ,.  S#<o**nt  NkMu  said. 
-Trw  .*  |utr  iguMt  on  my  part.  60 1 1 
•ookj  «-»i  1  mi  t  *  only  about  one  in  ten 
crime* against  gay  P*oplei*eve*r«por 
led  Somepro'Mttonallhievesadmii 
o*v  i  we  good  bunness  because  t  he, 
don't  compnin  So  when  you  don't  report 
crime*  again  si  yourselves,  you  jus  I 
aren't  getting  the  protect  ion  you  deserve 
and  which  is  your  due 

Thai  s  Ihe  Big  dilemma  lor  loo  many 
gay  people  A  conflict  arising  oulol  the 
desire  lodo  one  s  duty  as  a  citizen. 
coupled  wi  I  h  f  he  tear  of  being  unmasked 
an  appearance  in  court  is  necessary  It 
would  no  longer  be  a  problem  it  the  per 
son  could  come  to  grips  wilh  himself  or 
hersei  t  long  enough  to  realize  how  much 

al  lear  is  sell-induced  Until  more 
gays  come  to  terms  with  this  and  con 
tinue  to  remain  silent,  we  win  all  goon 
being  victimized  by  a  needlessly  high 
crime  rale 

At  the  lime  of  writing,  an  announ- 
cement from  Vancouver  police  of  a  mur 
dor  with  someof  Ihe  same  sickening 
delsilsconfirmsthis 

BndofthelaleHalWaJklBy.l 
wish  toend  on  a  personal  note  I  appeal 
to  anyone  who  knows  anything  about  any 
one  ol  these  murder  ■>  (and  nol  only  in 
Toronto),  please  screw  up  your  courage 
and  call  Detective  Sergeant  Nad eaual 

■  ■  Jionsivedialmgmay 
be  the  beginning  ol  Iheandol  leai  Inihe 
gaycommuniiy 

by  Clarence  Barnes 

I  i1lt.ii:'  Nolo    .'.'■■' 

ftllh  information  concerning  thtte  threQ 
men  01  thou  deaths  to  contact  ttw  police 
by  mail  or  phone  The  police  cannot 
compel  you  to  give  your  name,  but  it you 
do  you  may  tact'  further  questioning  and 
a  court  appearance  1 


Inquest  looks  into 
bath  death 

oner'sjury  has  recommended  man- 
datory inspection  ol  all  public  buildings 

least  once  every  two  years  following* 
Fatal  Ureal  tie  Barracks  Bath  on 
December  18  The  body  ol  Rafael  Angel 
Rojas  was  found  by  firemen  ina  locked 
second lloor cubicle  Causeo'dealhwas 
smoke  inhalalion. 

The|ury  determined  that  Ihe  lire  which 

is  confined  to  the  first  floor  was  star 
ted  by  careless  smoking  which  ignited  a 
loam  matress  The  building  filled  with  a 
thick  Ionic  smoke  ma  mailer  of  minutes 

Chief  Norman  Cassidy  said  that 
firemen  arrivedatthescene wilhin 
minulesotthealaim.bul  that  entry  lolhe 
bunding  was  delayed  because  windows 
and  one  door  were  boarded  up  However, 
anolhfll  wiiness  test ilied  Ihat  litemen 
ignoiedhlsattempislo  explain  lhai  I  hey 
could  gamentrylhrough  an  adtaceni 
door  which  had  been  wedged  open  The 
firemen  tlld  not  realize  thai  ihebathoc- 
cupied  Iwo  adjoining  buildings 

At  Ihe  closing  session  of  Ihe  inquest 
on  February  10  me  coroner  siury 
recommended  lhat  in  public  places 
where  sleep  1  n  n  accomodai  ions  are 
provided  for  ifjor  more  people  I  hat 

•  A  legislated  lire  resistant  standard  be 
established  tor  ihe  manufacture  and  sale 

■ 

•  'aiialionand  use  olfire  alarm 
systems  be  mandatory 

When  contacted  Jerry  Levy. general 
managerol  The  Barracks,  explained  he  is 
■waiting  tun  her  instructions  Iromlhe 
cm  regarding  safety  standards  lorthe 
bath     Right  now  we  don  I  know  what 
(hey  V  ask,'  he  said    We  nave  replaced 
all  malresses  and  covers  with  hospital 
standard,  fire  retardant  materials,  and 
added  true*  ttreemnguisners  All 
repairi  prior  to  Ihe  reopening  were  done 
wiih  f  ire  resntanl  nuiariala 

by  Ret ih  Sly 


PaulJewalKlemand  John  Damien 


Damien  battle  may  take  five  years 


4/BodyPoMM; 


Jonn  Damien  slight  against  the  govern- 
ment ihat  tired himbecause he  sa 
homosexual  may  take  as  long  .v.. 

years,  according  10  PaulJe  well,  one  ol 

awyara  m  the  miii.on-doiiar 
suit 

Damien  a  racing  steward,  was  fired  by 
I  be  Ontario  Racing  Commission  on 
February 6. 1975  HeissuingiheCom- 
missiontheOniano  Jockey  Club,  and 
several  individuals  connected  wuh  the 
tiring  ThecaseisseenasCanada's 
most  important  gay  right  s  case  lodale 

Jewell,  a  prominent  Toronto  liligal  ion 
lawyer, madetheremarkdurinu  ■. 
public  appearance  on  Damien's  behalf 
Me  spoke  to  150  people  al  a  rally  observ- 
ing Ihe  second  anniversary  ol " " 
Leaders  ol  the  support  effort  welcomed 
his  appeerance,  noting  Ihat  It  signified 
his  acknowledgement  of  Ihe  case  aa  a 
■      ■ 

Other  speakers  al  the  rally ,  which  was 
held  al  Trinity  College  on  the  Ur„, 
of  Toronto  campus,  included  Margaret 
Campbell.  Liberal  MPPIromSt  George. 
David  Gar  ma  1  se.  president  ol  the  group 
that  coordinates  the  National  Gay  Rights 
Coalition.  Harry  Kopy  10,  another  lawyei 

Ihe  case,  Bob  Powers,  an  executive 
member  ol  Local  1230o!  the  Canadian 
Unionof  Public  Employees,  and  Damien 
himaell 

Jewell  noted  that  he  was  constrained 
Irom  speaking  about  Ihe  particulars  of 
the  case ' '  because  everybody  who  does 

getsanoticeoflibel    He  was 
referring  lo  Ihewnlso!  libel  which  the 
defendants  hied  against  writer  John 
Hoisess.  The  Globe  ana  Mail,  Weekend 
Magazine,  and  others  associated  with 
publication  of  a  Story  on  Damien  in  the 
Weekend  Magazine  last  year  Since 
those  wnis  theCanadianpresshasbeen 
ill  but  silent  in  reporting  the  Damien 
case 

We  re  being  lought  al  every  turn,' 
Jewellsaid  Hepotntedoutihaiihe 
defendants  nave  unlimited  legal  resources 
and  are  using  every  possible  lactic  lo 
pr  olong  and  complicate  Ihe  preliminary 
legal  maneuvering 5   Damiensupporters 
have  noted  before  thai  a  pari  of  the 
defense  strategy  involves  using  delay 
and  expense  to  ex  haust  Damien's  sup- 
port resources 

BuUeweil  heartened  by  the  gay 
movement  s  solidarity  and  by  support 
Irom  politicians  such  as  Campbell, 
pledged  to  tight  the  case  through  as 
many  courts  as  necessary     As  long  as 
we  have  the  support  we're  going  10  leave 
no  stone  unturned  to  see  Ihat  John's 
humandigmiy  is  vindicated,   hesaid 

Jewen  reserved  special  praise  for 
Oam.enhimseit    Referrmgiothehgsh 

steward  was  of  1  ered 
when  fired,  he  said    When  they  said  10 
him,  take  a  lew  pieces  ol  Silver,  dig  a  hole 
and  craw  ■  1  nlo  1 1  —  and  how  many  people 
have  donejust  that?—  John  Damien 
stood  up     TheiawyerdescriDedan 
Orweiiian  tug  broi her  government  deier 
mined  loerode all  human  Ireedoms,  and 
concluded    I'youdon  island  upas 
Jonn  did  then  the  freedoms  disappear. 


one  alier  the  other 

Margaret  Campbell  reviewed  Ihe 
broader  political  developments  ihji  will 
tear  on  ihe  legal  case  itself  Shesaidshe 
expects  her  private  member  s  bill,  a 
resolution  to  incorporate  sexual  or ien 
taiion   as  a  protected  cat  ego  r,  ii 
tar  10  Human  Rights  Code,  will  be  allowed 
locxMnebetore  the  legislature  early  this 
spring  Damien  sDallie,  she  said,'  gives 
a  crucial  locus  loa  problem  thai  hdd  no! 
beforecome  into  the  open 

A  number  of  gays  who  strongly  aup 
port  Ibe  Damien  effort  were  dismayed  by 
Jewell's  insistence  that  the  case  is  not 
somuchamatierofgayrignisasamat 
terol  human  rights  generally.   "The  issue 
la  the  issue  ol  homosexuality, 
1     R  nhei  iti  oni  ant 
ol  an  individual  to  work  without  (ear  of 
being  tired  asa  result  01  bigotry  and 
prejudice  " 

Apoiogislsforthemoregeri' 1 
proechargue  thai  it  willencouragea 
broader  base  of  political  support  from 
polilicians  and  civil  libertarians   But 
Other  gay  liberalionisls  insist  thai 
realissuewtllbeobscured  anowithout 
[  guarantees  ol  any  gam     The  issue  is  nol 

Ihertghl  lo  work     commented  Dr  John 
1  Lee.aieaderoltneGay  Academic  Union 
which  co-sponsored  the  rally     Heine 
righitobean  openly  gay  person  and  to 
have  one  s  homosexual  behaviour  ac 
ceptedas  human  behaviour.  In  short,  lo 
recognize  lhal  anal  intercourse  and 
same  sex  fellatioare|uslas  morally  ac- 
cept able  as  any  t  hing  het  erose  ■  uai  s  do  1  n 
bed." 

Apart  Irom  this  ongoing  debate  about 
strategy,  Ihegay  movemeni  appears 
solidly  unified  in  its  support  ol  Damien's 
cause  OverS?00wasraisedallheraliy 
and  the  dance  lhal  followed  it 

by  Michael  Lynch 


Lesbian  organization 
underway  for  1977 

The  Lesbian  Or  genizalionot  Toronto 
(LOOT)  held  the  first  general  meeting  ol 
1  he  rww  year  on  February  6  al  its  noma  m 
Ihe Toronlo Women  sCenlre, 342  Jervta 

The  meei  ing  eleel  ed  an  eight -person 
oo-ordinat  ing  com  mi  I  tee  and  delegated 
responsibility  lor  linances  to  thisgroup 
This  committee  was  also  charged  with 
:  organizing  an  open  house  tor  theCenlre 
;  to  coincide  with  International  Women's 
;  Day.  including  a  benefit  dance  with 
proceeds  to  go  toward  The  Othet 
i  Woman,  Ihe  feminist  newspaper 

Two  other  committees  have  also  been 
set  up  so 'at  One  group  is  attempting  to 
examine,  and  ii  possible co-ord mate. 

'  njtacililiesforlesbiansinlhe 
city  Another  is  invesligalinglhe 
possibility  of  a  LOOT  newsletter 

LOOT  can  be  reached  through  the  3  of 
Cups  96  7-2882.  which  also  operalesoul 
of  ihe  Women's  Centre  The  next  genoral 
meet  ing  will  be  on  Sunday.  March  6,  at 
the  Centre 

tromGayfllslng 

OlSEgrad  course 

Canada's  first  gradual' 

homosexual  1  ly  from  a  gay  perspective  Is 
underway  at  Ihe  Ontario  Institute  lor 
Studies  in  Education  (OlSEi,  Ihe 
pr  ov  1  nc  e '  a  c  e  n  I  r  e  f  o  r  ed  uc  a  1 1  on  a  I 
leaching  and  research 

Sociologist  John  Lee,  agey  ji  llvli  1  In 
Toronto,  Is  teaching  Ihe  course  which  is 
entitled  "Education  and  the  Gay  Ex 
penence  "Thecourse  credit  may  be  ap- 
plied towards  a  Master  s  or  a  Ph.D 
degreelneducaiion  Most  students  in 
Ihe  course  say  ihey  are  laking  11  because 
they  anticipate  a  need,  during  ihe  next 
decade,  for  people  trained  f odea)  with 
Ihegay  experience  in  education 

Besides  lectures  and  discussions,  ihe 
course  has  involved  considerable  held 
activity  suchas  a  visillotheChnsloplior 
1  sherwood  lecture,  seeing  the  film  The 
Naked  CMI  Servant  and  the  play  Hoaan- 
na,  and  mealing  wilh  the  Gay  Youlh 


Student  aid  program 

anti-gay 

If  a  commit  tee  appointed  by  Ontario's 
Tory  government  has  its  way,  gay 
students  will  be  eligible  lor  considerably 
less  assistance  than  straight  sludents 
becausegayscannol  legally  marry 
The  report  ol  Ihe  governments  Interim 


Gji  Academic  Union  on  bahallol  ttv  D 
appaarances  Will  Allien  waa  on  hand  I 
1  and  mora  oho  1 01 


nonthiheaiiinnfolChnaloprwandriMKMd 

nc*  h*  patted  1  h.ough  in*  Watt  an  rout*  Irom 

I  icowd  of  300ii  Toronto,  »pom>o>*d  by  Ihe 

rtiianOelan**  Fund  and" 
r  Jh*  Body  Politic  —  1N1 


NEWS 


Commttea  on  f-wa*  AMitUrca  i  <* 
Stud***  sea  autmtled 
CoUegM  end  l*wver»*lie»  Mem/  Pa/rort 
>arv>arr  1  land  --Msed  10  th«  t>y(y.c 

FeOrwyll 

The  report  recommend*  that  all 
Uudenls  t»  1IWIW  lor  student  aid 
on  it*  beaitoiinei' parents 
The  only  »  ay  a  SI  udem  could  be 


on*  *  own 'inaocial  Ti  lual  Km  ral  rwr  tfxari 
Iheiof  one  •  parents)  would  beloget 
legal'*  mar  ned  toanoiher  student 

Under  tr*  ttudeni  e>d  program  preeen 
ii»  tn  lore*.  student  i  *r*coni>der  ed  >rv 
dependent  alter  a  certain  period  o '  post 
secondary  education  If  trie  proposed 
new  scheme  iiedopiedrCriiicseipect 
many  siudenta  lo  bo  prwwi  ed  into 
n^riagesol  convenience  tn  order  tobe 
eligible  to'  siudoni  aid 

Committee  co-crieif  per  son  Dr  St  el  an 
Dupr*  wno also  chairs  the  Ontario 

■■ 
news  con  lor  once  at  Quw  >  I 
February  21  thai  marriage  was  an  in- 
stitution in  our  society  an.  j  I 

lonarminencouragingit  Headded 
thai  Student  it  would  be  earning  money 
altar  graduation  of  nj  thai  I 
I  ■nabteihomtoiaiorgetdivo'cesH 
necossar  y 

by  Paul  tioltopo 

Coalition  adopts 
education  strategies 

|  The  Coalition  fur  Gay  flights  tn  Ontario 
adopted  an  interim  policy  on  education 
ai  Us  Steering Commitiee  meeting  in 
Toronto  on  Sunday,  Februarys  The 
meeting  rmiliitil.i  policy  on  education 
proposed  by  lie  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality  (Toronto)  aimed  at  realizing  the 
Coalition  a  goal  ol  establishing 'a 'air 
and  accurate  representation  of 
homosexuality  in  Ontario  s  schools" 
The  strategy  will  consist  of: 

a)  member  groups  approaching  their 
respective  school  boards  to  agitate  tor 
changes  In  the  school  curricula  relating 
to  homosexuality 

b)  preparing  a  bibliography  on  recom- 
mended pub  ii  cat  ion  s  and  audio-visual 
mat  onals  I  o  replace  I  he  present 

I  nadeq  uat  e  r  esou  r  c  e  ma  I  e  r  la  I  s  on 
homoseiuaiily 

c)  approaching  school  board  officials, 
trusfees,  representatives  ol  the 
leachers'  federations  and  the  Ministry  ol 
Educat  ion  to  determine  their  views  ona 
tmrer  presentation  of  homosexuality 
within  the  school  and  working  with  the 
teachers'  led  orations  and  Iho  Colleges 
ol  Education  to  educate  teachers  on  how 
to  deal  positively  with  homosexuality  as 
atopic  in  Iho  schools 

d)  member  groups  holding  public  lorums 
on  education  toserve  as  consciousness 
raising  sessions  tor  representatives  ol 
the  various  school  boards,  the  Ministry 
ol  Education,  the  Colleges  of  Education 
and  the  leachers'  tederations.and  pro- 
moting adlalogue  between  Ihese 
representatives  and  the  gay  movement 

e)  member  groupsdistribuling  the  CGRO 
pamphlet  on  education  to  then  It 

live  school  boards  in  order  to  deiermine 
ihe  position  of  these  boardson  the 
CGRO  demands 

The  Steering  Committee  also  ap- 
proved the  production  olpamphietson 
education  and  human  rights  lor  mass 

■  ill  Thesepamphlelvr 
tended  to  familiar  ize  and  educaie  i  hi? 
general  public  about  CGRO  s  position  on 
these  uisues 

by  Tom  Warner 


GEM  raises  profile 

At  an  annual  meet  ing  hetd  in  February. 
Gay  Equality  of  Mis»i*saugafGEM> e^ect 
ed  new  officers  and  made  immediate 
plans  to  raise  community  awareness  of 
tneorgeniutlorittMoughpubii . 
gay  press  and  local  weekly  newspapers 
m  Mississauga,Oakviiie  and  Brampton 

Among  the  new  oll-cers  are  Alan  Parton. 
Presidem ;  Kevin  Gregg  Secretary;  and 
Elgin  Bum .  Treasurer 

Tne organization  was  formed  last 
August  lomeet  (he  social,  educational 
and  community  needs  ol  lesbians  and 
ya,  me"  m  this  city  of  a  quarter  of  a 
mil  I <on  people  bordering  on 
Metropolitan  Toronto 

Thegroup's  constitution  says  Our 
ultimate  goal  is  the  creation  of  a  lovmg. 
caring  community,  wherenone 'ear  per 
seculion,  iso'alionand  loneliness  lor 
reason  ol  loving  and  caring  lor  a  person 
rjlthesamegender  " 

Enquiries  about  t  he  group  sspring 
programme  may  be  sent  to  Gay  Equality 
Mississauga,  Box  193,  Station  A, 
Mississauga.  Ontario,  L5A2Z7 


Going  Public 

inGuelph 

McDonnell  St  reel  isn't  quile  Ihe  same 
now  Every  Friday  andSaturday  nighla 
large  sign  over  the  Royal  Hotel  inviies 
passers-by  mioa  Gay  Disco   sponsored 
byGuelphGayEqualily  Thedisco. 
called  "The  August  Club",  has  been 
operating  regularly  since  latetast  sum- 
mer 

Guefph  Gay  Equality  has  hada  series 
ofguMI  ipeakerBaap  irtollU 
programme  lor  1977  Recently,  gay  poet 
Ian  Young  gave  a  reading  and aclivisl 
Michael  Lynch  spokeon   Breaking  the 


Annual  Conference 

Caahtori  lor  G«y  Rig/iti  in  Onlano 

9>10  April.  1977 

Ottawa,  Omano 

Trww    TTw  Ontario  eoualoie)  syiiam 


Bath  case  surprise: 
charges  dismissed 

I  n  a  court  room  surprise,  charges  against 
sixteen  ot  twenty-two  men  accusedot 
being  found  ms  in  Ihe  Ottawa  Club  Balhs 
case  were  dismissed  on  January  28 

The  crown  attorney  had  arranged,  m 
December  1966,  to  haveacommon 
tound-in  charge  laid  against  all  sixteen 
men  in  place  ol  the  individual  charges  he 
had  laid  earlier  This  would  have  permit- 
ted one  trial  instead  ot  sixteen  separate 
ones. 

Bui  lawyers  lor  live  of  Ihesixleenmen, 
ihe  five  seeking  to  contest  the  charges 
bv  pleading  not  guilty,  argued  for  in- 
dividual trials  During  this  argument,  n 
occurred  to  someone  that  the  common 
charge  had  been  laid  more  than  six  months 
alter  Ihe  incident  Since  n  was  a 
summary  charge,  and  since  there  is  a 
statutory  limitation  ol  six  months  on  the 
period  during  which  summary  charges 
may  belaid,  ihe  charge  was  invalidated 
II  was  thrown  out  And  since 
the  crown  attorney  had  withdrawn  in- 
dividual charges  laid  last  May,  it  was  loo 

laleiolay  them  again  as  well 

This  same  principle,  limiting  the 
period  in  which  summary  charges  may 
be  laid,  was  evoked  last  tan  m  the  case  of 
t  *o  Ottawa  policemen  who  had  par 
ticipalediniheMay,  i976raids  Oneol 

lints,  George  Duihie.  had  laid 
a  complaint  ot  police  brutality  against 
thelwoa-r-  .".  nawa 

police  suppressed  the  complaint  and  did 
nol  proper  . 

by  which  lime  too  much  time  had  elap- 
sed for achargeol  common  assault  lobe 
laid  against  them 

conlinuM  n»  <r  page 
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Jewellery  Gems  &  Things 


DIVISION  OF  ARTISTRY  MANAGEMENT  LIMITED 

■ 


•  APPRAISALS  •  ESTATES  BOUGHT  •   REPAIRS  • 


Special  people  have  special  requirements 

We  understand  that  ■  and  our  travel  consultants  can  advise 

you  on  the  how's.  Where's  and  whens  m  a  tnendly.  open 

manner 

Special  groups  loSan  Juan  and  Miami  Beach/Fort  Lauderdale. 
Charters  lo  Amsterdam.  London  and  Paris. 
Callus  lor  details. 


r-ittil'll 


205   WELLCSLEV   ST     E 

TRAVEL 


TRAVEL   UITII    "YOU"    IN   MIND. 


Bookings  will  include  an  up-to-date  listing  ol  selected  bars 
and  clubs 


dad  Day 

nil  llb«rallnn  hrx-ikthnn  *^ 


4  Collier  St  (at  Yonge),  Toronto 
IMPORTANT  NEW  TITLES 

Loving  Man  Fieedman/  Mayes  » 13.95 

Chnslopher  &  His  Rind  i  sherwood  SH  50 
Gay  American  History -j I:  S11  TS{fipOK 
The  Church  A  IheHomoseiual 

JMSO 
Se-  Vananl  Women  In  literature 

Foster  S9  00 

In  Har  Day  Hila  May  Brorvn  M  95 

Familiai  Faces,  Hidden  Lues 

HowaidBrown  J10-50 

Tttt  Fancy  Dancer  Warren  $10.35 

RubylnjIUungle  Rita  May  Biown  M_S0 
HomoseiuaiMalmTrijip  JlSOipptjVi 

AlieiVou'eOui  jdy  s  Coung  S6.9S 


1  BooU   D*[X  BP  *  CoMar  St.  T 


We  sell: 
Mandate.    $175 

Blueboy $2  00 

Advocate ...$  .75 
Body  Politics  .75 

Open  8  am  -  7  pm 

Come  -  Browse 

Ma.!  vM.'!',  .jr..  ...-..'.  I.-  i'..l    I-  .  .-; I  Norn 

oul-ol-town  customers  Pnoes  aro  as  lis- 
ted above  Add  St  lor  postage  Prompt 
delivery  assured 


_j£.  MOrVCW  &P4IV  HUNC4fr>  6(l£5(. 

1      ^"O'""'^,. 
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The  otnm  «■  mwi  of  the  22.  tried  Wsi 
ran  are  r^ieved  to  have  pleaded  gu«ity 
and  racetved  aOeoMe  rjtsclwges 

O  tniu>  ol  Charge*  ageanst  "he 
remaining  men  ahoutd  have  ended  I  he 
lege/  aspects  ol  IMS  case.  Out  me  police 
have  faculty  latd  ■  new.  indtctette 
dwgt  ol  keeping  a  bawdy  house  against 
Pew  Maionev  one  ol  the  owners  ol  the 

Buna 

ind.ctablechargea  are  not  subject  lo 
thestaluteoliimitalions  This  case  win 
probably  not  come  up  until  the  summer, 
end  ■*  o'  considerable  legal  and  podl  icai 
importance  TheNationaiGayRights 
Coiililion  opposes  the  application  ol  the 
handy  house  laws  against  gay  steam 

batim 

In  another  area,  thecases  of  all  eight 
men  arrested  maNepean  washroom  and 
charged  with  gross  indecencylsee  TBP 
29)  have  been  resolved  Seven  of  I  he 
eight  men  received conditional 
discharges,  iheeighih,  who  appeared 
before  edillerent  judge,  wasgi  vena 
small  line 

byDavidGarmalse 

Police  appoint 
liaison  with  gays 

Ol  lawa  Pol  ice  have  appoin  ted  SI  af  I 
Sergeant  Bill  Cathcarlioact  as  liaison 
between  ihe  police  and  thegay  com 
munilytn  Ottawa 

This  was  oneot  the  positive  results  01 
a  meet  Ing  bet  ween  members  of  Gays  of 
OllawalGO)  and  the  police  in  early 
January  Michael  Cassidy ,  MLA  for  Ot- 
tawa-Centre, also  attended  the  meeting 

During  the  two hour  meeting.  GO 
members  discussed  ihe  relationship 
between  the  police  and  thegay  com- 
munity, calling  on  Ihe  police  to  show  more 
awareness  ol  gay  men  and  lesbian 
women,  Iheif  social  oppression,  and  par- 
ticular needs.  Specific  issues,  notably 
the  legal  silualionot  theOttawaClub 
Baths  and  Ihe  assaults  in  public 
parks,  wureaiaodtscussedat  length, 

Gays  olOitawa  had  insisted  that  the 
meeting  include  a  spokesperson  who 
.■..I  inoipartol  IhemonlllydWlalon. 
Neatly  all  grievances  arising  from  Ihe  gay 

unruly  I ■  ■  -,v  in ]-..  I ht;-  [_n.il i..>j  n.jv..-  DMA 

directed  toward  the  so-called  morality 
squad  Superintendent  Flanagan,  head  ol 
i i '.■.■■  million  Division,  at- 
tended the  meeting  and  was  receptive  to 
GO'S  proposals 

Flanagan  also  agreed  tosend 
representatives  to  a  GO  meeting 
Another  meet  ing  has  been  arranged  for 

ly  March  with  the  police  and  crown  at- 
torney Lindsay  to  discuss  further  the 
parks  situation  and  the  policy  of  Ihe 
police  toward  theClub  Baths. 

Though  aware  that  nothing  really  con- 
crete has  comeoulol  Ihe  meeting  as  yet. 
Gays  of  Ottawa  believes  that  it  could  be 
an  important  step  towards  ensuring  a 
more  responsive  police  lotce  and  ending 
police  harassment  of  the  gay  corn- 
by  John  Duggan 

Two  hospitalized  in 
stabbing 

Two  gay  Ottawa  men  were  hospitalized 

early  February  sullermglrom  knife 
woundsapparentiy  inflicted  by  a  third 
man  they  had  picked  up  in  a  local  non-gay 
establishment 

According  to  police,  the  (women  were 
drinking  in  a  downtown  hotel  when  they 
met  another  man  and  invited  him  to  men 
apartment  According  to  a  friend  ol  Ihe 
victims.  Ihe  man  told  them  he  was 
bisexual 

About  5am,  the  guest  attacked  his 
hosts  with  a  knife  and  then  lied  with 
someof theirmoney  Policehave 
arrested  a  19- year  old  man  and  charged 
him  with  two  counts  ol  at  tempted  mur- 
der and  one  count  of  robbery  wi  Ih 
wolence 

In  reporting  iheirKfOent.  local  Ottawa 
media  made  no  reference  to  I  he  se  ■  uai 
onentaiton  ol  the  persons  involved 

by  Dartd  Garmaite 
IV  Body  Politic 


federal  funding  would  allow  fully  bilingual  service 

Gay  Social  Services  Project 

Mont  real  s  Gey  Social  Services  Project 
i-H . ,", .-  led  for  a  laden  povermnanl 
grant  toexpand  its  services  to  the  gay 
community  The  grant,  Irom  ihe  Federal 
Department  ol  Health  and  WeHare. 
would  allow  lor  the  hmng  ol  live  or  si  > 
additional  workers  and  would  make 
possibieiuNyb'iinguaiservice  The 
protect  Currently  operates  with  one  lull 
I  ime  and  one  part-  lime  social  worker  and 
with  3(M0  volunteer  peer  counsellors 
They  t^ve  been  funded  provmcially 
through  the  Vine  Mane  Social  Services 
Cent  re  lor  over  a  year 

The  protect  currently  operates  on  two 
levels  At  ineprolessionai  level,  me 
Family  Service  Association,  (a  division  o' 
the  Vile  Marie  Cent  re)  employs  one 
social  worker  .Bruce  GafSide.  lull  lime  A 
second  social  worker,  Joanne  SI  ill  is 
paid  a  part-lime  salary  with  funding  Irom 
Ihe  Vanier  Institute  Ol  the  Family  On  the 
peer-counselling  level,  the  Ville  Mane 
Centre  has  provided  lunds  lor  me  project 
to  operate  the  Montreal  Gay  1 1  ne  a 
distress  li  ne  and  phone  counsell  i  ng  ser- 
vice 

Theproiect  was  started  over  two  years 
ago  by  Miriam  Boghen.  a  senior  social 
worker  at  Ihe  Family  Service 
Association  In  early  1975  she  was  joined 
by  Bruce  Garside,  then  a  student  at  me 
McGili  School  ol  Social  Work  Me  had 
requested  permission  to  do  his  Held 
placement  under  Miriam,  who  had 
gained  a  repufal  ion  among  gay  people 
lor  be i  ng  an  open  and  accepting  cou  n 
sellor  By  the  fall,  a  third  social  worker. 
Joanne  SHU.  also  Irom  McGili,  had 
joined  the  project 

In  July  1975  (hey  dialled  a  proposal  lor 
agay  social  services  unit  to  operate  out 
of iheFamilyServiceAssociation  The 
Centre  opposed  the  idea  Boghanand 
Garside  then  asked  representatives  from 
Ihe  major  gay  groups  in  Ihe  city  to  form  a 
Gay  Advisory  Group  which  would  co- 
ordinate the  elf  oris  to  have  Ihe  Vil  le 
Mane  Cent  re  suppor  I  the  Gay  Social  Ser- 
vices Project 

Alter  several  monthsot  negotiations, 
the  Centre  agreed  loprovide  some  funds 
for  gay  social  services  But  they  wanted 
to  provide  those  services  by  retrai  m  ng 
social  workers  that  were  already  on  their 
staff 

Boghen  was  strongly  opposed  tothis: 
'I  was  convinced  that  the  job  of  providing 
social  services  lor  gay  people  had  to  be 
tilled  bygay  people  themselves  " 

TheGay  Advisory  Group  responded 
quickly  loo  Says  Garside,   We  pointed 
oui  thai  the  Ville  Mane  Centre  had  long 
recognized  the  need  lor  indigenous 
workers  in  other  disadvantaged  com- 
munities, and  that  gay  professionals 
would  more  likely  be  informed  about  and 
■-,-..  e  ''"i^  i  rust  ol  the  gay  community." 

Ullimaiely  they  received  a  small 
amount  of  money  louseonafee-for- 
service  basis 

By  the  spring  of  76  demand  on  the  Gay 
Social  Services  Project  wassogreai  that 
me  Advisory  Group  decided  to  request 
thai  the  Ville  Marie  Centre  employ  two 
i  u  1 1  ■  1 1  me  prof  essional  s.  a  man  and  a 
woman,  to  work  on  ihe  project  It  became 
apparent  that  theCentrewouic  h 
oneperson  TheAdvisoryGrouprecom- 
mended  Bruce  Garside    Sincemostof 
our  demands  for  services  were  from  men 
and  since  l  was  the  person,  next  to 

,:.i  Involved  wAlli  the  project, 
we  requested  that  I  be  hired  on  the  tun 
■ 

But  m  addition  to  this  professional 
service,  the  V.iie  Mane  Centre  agreed  to 
lundlheGay  Advisory  Group  to  operatea 
phone  line  and  crisis  mi  erven  t  ion  ser- 
vice Theywerelhusabletorevivethe 
defunct  Montreal  Gz . 

The  need  t o*  expansion  continued, 
however,  and  the  search  tor  lunds 
became  imperative   Yvearestillunable 
to  meet  the  requests  lor  service  we 


Bruce  Garside 

receive."  says  Garside    We  have  been 
asked  to  provide  a  Couples  Group,  and  a 
group  for  Gay  Alcoholics  We  are  starling 
a  Lesbian  Mother  s  Group  in  Ihe  near 
future    "  The  protect  slaf  I  would  also  like 
to  do  more  community  organizing, 

Oneot  the  important  achtevementsol 
the  project  has  been  the  formation  of  a 
Gay  Teen  Gfoup  in  response  to  the 
numerous  calls  from  gay  adolescents 

Another  important  first  step  for  Ihe 
project  was  (he  ptacingof  a  gay  f  osier 
child  in  agay  home  The  situation,  they 
admit. didn'lworkoultoowell  "It'BB 
problem  local  ing  responsible,  ap- 
propriate and  relatively  si  able  gay 
couples  lofuncfonas  foster  ["i" 
We've  come  to  leel  that  a  gay  group 
home  might  be  moreelleclive  than  gay 
loster  homes 

Working  with  gay  adolescents  is 
generally  thoughl  to  be  one  of  the  most 
controversial  parts  ol  theprojeql  H'l   i1' 
area.  saysGarside,  in  which  'wesnaii 

.Mk  hard  in  order  to  secure  Ihe 
facilities  we  feelaie  needed  ." 

Projecl  members  are  optimistic  about 
the  funding  Irom  the  federal  government, 
butthey'repreparedlorthewor Bl     II  I 
do  receive  a  grant  irom  Ihe  Department 
of  Health  and  Welfare  we  shall  be  in  a 
position  loprovide  comprehensive 
social  services  to  the  gay  community  m 
Montreal  ilwedonol  receive  the  gram 
we  nevertheless  havea  toe-hold  in  ihe 
social  service  system  —  a  toe-hold 
which  we  are  commuted  to 
strengthening  until  we  can  adequately 
meet  the  needs  lor  affirmative  social  ser- 
vices that  gay  people  havea  right  to 
demand  from  Iheirgoverriiriems 


A»»oc4tton  sent  a  lens*  loan  federal 
Mf^tnOuetoecurg-ngprotectioninihe 
CanadUuiHumanRighlsAcl  Tnvyarere 
requested  to  support  such  an  amend- 
ment to  (he  Act  during  Us  second 
reading 

At  the  provincial  level.  ADGQ  wrolelo 
ail  1 1 0  members  ot  ihe  Nat  tonal  Assem- 
bly demanding  thai  (hey  lake  a  position 
in  favour  Ol  gay  civil  rights  legislation 

During  i  no  adoption  of  Ihe  Quebec 
Human  Rights  Charter  in  197S.  Robert 
Burns  ol  the  PO  introduced  and 
vigorously  supported  an  amendment  to 
include  "sexual  orientation'  II  was  sub- 
sequent ly  defeated  by  the  ruling  Liberal 
party 

The  Association's  letter  recalled  this 
support  and  underlined  Ihe  pernicious 
discnminai  ion  gays  sutler 

A  simil.ir  teller  was  sent  to  Justice 
Minister  Marc -Andre  Bedard  asking  it  the 
PQ  would  introduce  an  amendment  to 
include  "sexual  orienialion"  in  the  Char- 
ternowthatilisinpower  Inaddmon, 
ADGO  requested  a  meeting  with  Bftdard 
A  presentation  to  theHuman  Rights 
Commission  is  also  planned. 

In  a  press  release  announcing  Ihe 
campaign,  ADGQ  E  necutive  President 
Ron  Dayman  slated   that  thegay 
minority  isan  important  minority  .md 
that  ant i -gay  discrimination  is  flagrant 
and  only  too  evident 

Only  the inclustonot'sexualotien- 
tation' In  the  Canadian  Human  Rights 
Aclandlhe(Quebecl  Human  Rights 
Charter  will  guarantee  I  he  protection  of 
civil  rights  lor  some 600.000  gay 
Quebecois  " 

by  Stuad  Russell 


ADGQ  launches 
rights  campaign 

In  the  wake  ol  the  stunning  Parti 
Quebecois  victory  last  November,  the 
Association  pour  lesOroitsdesGaifeis 
du  Quebec  IADGQ)  has  launched  a  public 
campaign  aimed  atwinn  ng  legal  protec- 
tonforOuebecgaysona  provincial  and 
■  ■  ■ 

The  goal  of  ADGQ  sfwopronged 
campaign  is  to  obtain  the  inclusion  of 
sexual  orientation   tnlheQuebec 

,ni5  Charter  adopted  by  the 
National  Assembly  m  1075, and 
recently  introduced  Canadian  Human 
RigntsAct 

To  initiate  the  campaign  Ihe 


Gay  Inmates 

!  A  gay  prisoners  group  al  the  Cowans 
I  ville,  Quebec  institution  is  now  in  Its 
,  second  year  of  existence. 

Called  "I  Enigme.    the  organization 

holds  meetings  every  two  weeks  in  Ihe 

prison  s  Catholic  chapel 

L'Enigme,"  according  loan  Open 

Letter  published  by  thogroup  in  Ihe 
I  mass-circulation  bi-weekly  French 
I  tabloid  Gay  Monti6at,  alluwa  gay  in 
!  malesat  Ihe  institution  lobe accoplod 

andunderstoodbyatiuslworttiv  ind 
,  sinceie  group  among  ihe  population  of 

400inma1es." 
liisespecialiyinicir. -  i.  | rn 

ponding  wlihi  ilhei  pay/group  i  and 

individuals,  and  is  in  need  Of  I  in, in.  |flj 

assistance 

Fur  further  minimal  ion,  contact  F«ir 
nandCloul<er(l275),BP8Q,Cowansvlllo. 
Quebec,  J2K3G6 

bySluarlRusaell    I 

LSA  line  'inadequate', 
gay  activist  resigns 

Montreal  gay  activist.  Stuart  Russell  has 
resigned  Irom  Ihe  League  lor  Socialist 
Action  becauseot  its  "inadequate and 
un-Marxisi' line  on  homosexuality. 
Russell  is  the  treasurer  of  Ihe 
Assoc  lal  ion  pour  les0roitSdesGai|e)5 
duGuebec  TheLeaguelorSo  i 
tion  15 Canada's  largest  Trolskyist 
organization 

The  past  li  ve  years  ot  loot-dragging, 
he  says,  "has  lorced  almost  every 
homosexual  member  involved  in  gay 
liberal  ion  into  demoral  nation  and  even- 
tualreelgnBlfufi     in  some  cases,  mem- 
bers have  been  compelled  to  break  the 
League  soisi.irjiine  in  ine  interest  ol 
ly  building  Ihe  gay  struggle," 

Although  he  feels  he  has  been  forced 
torestgnover  this  issue,  Russell  claims 
no  other  major  political  differences  with 
the  party    l    depart  remaintngacorv 
vtneed  Revolutionary  Mantsi  BJM 

. 

In  his  January  22  resignation  letter, 
Russell  points  out  thai  'ever  since  Ihe 
gay  question  was  lirst  formally  raised  for 
discussion  in  1971 ,  the  LSA/  LSO  leader- 
ship has  attempted  to  brush  i  he  issue 
undertherug ." 

17  i .  Russell  says,  the  formal 
discussion  ol  ihe  gay  question  has  been 
put  oil  year  by  year  Each  year  new 
motions  ol  support  lor  gay  liberation 
would  be  made,  and  each  year  they 
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Sluwl  But  **» 
tC'eniilicMamsianatysito' 

rn  .n  10  wi  i  ud  I  oppression  ana  1 1  bera  Hon 
Trie  statement  confine*  its  support  (or 
flay  people  tocivungrits  llmakesnoat- 
lompl  icj  relate  gay  oppression  lo 
capitalism  The  Statement  appeared  m 
Ihe  internal  tiiiiiei  incline  parly  too  lale 
(or  pre-conveniion  discussion 
At  ine  convention,  adoption  ollhis 
>  LommitieeStatementonGay 
Liberation'  was delorredunin  me 

.Vii, j, i   .1  i  ...r.lr.n  r.,  .,,  u  nil  1  ri  ■  Pl.Tiym  SO 

iiiwiillendiscussion 
cou  10  occur  Russellcaii 
discussion"   A  number  ol  gay 
i  iberai  lonist  b  made  com  ribot ions,  and 
made  amendments  to  Ine  Statement,  but 
trie  leadership  did  not  respond 

A1  the  August  Plunum.  when  the 
Statement  was  to  be  voted  on,  Russell 
says,  "we  wereas  sailed  as  peddlers  o'a 
theory  of  homosexuality',  as  advocates 
ol  disciplining  comrades'  lifestyles'  and 
diluting  the  par lyS  program      The 
umondmonis  made  by  the  gay 
liberal lonists  were  unanimously  re|ec- 
ledby  the  Central  Committue  the 
'SlalomentonGay  Liberation'  was 
adopted,  unchanged 

In  Mi , nil. Mi   Hiiv,,,||  h.nl  tuconii,    \I\k 

only  openly  gay  male  member  —  a 

UIO d        'inyandpersonally 

impos»ibl«  When  Ihe  Central  Commit- 
tee adopted  trie  Statement  on  Gay 
i  ii'"i.iiiiiii.  "Russelltelthecoufdno 
j  longer  romainamember  of  Ibe  parly 
■  rTtiydecisionlore^igr,  ..,  . 
■  ■!.■.'■  tabesnaxlremelydll 

Mi. hi., I,        ",  .,,.  .,,,,,.,!,,.,,       ,. 

hasbeenainvooai  wiihihefun.  ■  I 

1  if  'i  !■■! rrt ..  lone  i  sim pi) 

I'tt'rnalive 

by  Merv  Walker 


Gays  step  forward  at 
N  DP  convention 

The  Manitoba  N  DP  held  their  annual 
convention  January  28-30  m  Winnipeg 
Gays  lor  Equality  members  were  highly 
visible  at  the  convention,  both  as 
delegates  and  at  a  "  N  DP  Gay  Caucus" 
iileraturetable 

Resolutions  calling  lor  the  addition  of 
seiuai  orientation  to  the  Manitoba 
Human  Rights  Act  were  forwarded  by  a 
1  number ot  constituency  associations. 
All  resolutions  ait  he  convention  were 
first  dealt  with  in  panels,  and  alter  a 
lengthy  discussion  the  se>ual  orien- 
tal ion  resolution  was  adopted  lor  rec- 
I  comendalionlotheconvention 
.      Because  ol  time  limitations,  the 

n  never  made  it  lothe  floor,  but 
itsadoplion  by  an  official  NOP  panel  was 
a  small  but  significant  step  toward  m 
GPE  S5troggieioha.e  the  Manitoba 
NDP  adopt  policies  supporting  gay 

GFE  ispresently  discussing  strategy 
for  a  strong  mtarvent  ion  in  Ihe  upcoming 
.  NDPnationjlconvvntioniobeheidin 
Winnipeg  Ihis  summer 

by  Jeremy  Bats 


Gayyouthgroup 

ot  b*>ng  set  up  m  Winnipeg  Onepfcw 
n.ng  meef  ing  ntt  b*en  heM.  and  (how 
preMM  d*od*d  to  OV •»  decisions  about 
th«  goals  and  purpose*  ot  tn*  group  until 
the  tinvl  regular  meeting.  1  o  occur  on  a 
SeturdayalternooninMar'cn  Theeuct 
■  -.*twft«nooni«c!sh«vebeen 
made  with  interested  persons. 

A 1 1  gay  people  under  2 1  are  welcome 
Anyone  wanting  further  information 

.    teGaysfo'equaJit*.Boi27. 
University  ol  Manitoba.  RJT  2HZ  or 
teiephone474-82i6between7  30and 
1000  PM.  Monday  to  Fftday 

by  Jeremy  Bass 


Birth  certificates  to 
show  'preferred'  sex 

The  Manitoba  Law  Reform  Com- 
mission has  recommended  lhal  trans- 
sexuals born  in  the  province  who  have 
undergone  certiliable  se<  changes  be 
granted  a  birth  certificate  showing 
iheir  prelerred'  se* 

Commission  chairperson  Frank 
Muldoon  slated  that  therecommen 
dation  arose  from  a  fear  that  if,  lor 
:  example,  a  transsexual  were  convicted 
ol  a  crime,  s/he  might  be  sent  toa 
correctional  institution  inappropriate 
tor  her/  nis  preferred  gender  Muldoon 
said  a  two-year  study  inio  this  matter 
had  been  initiated  at  the  request  ol 
transsexuals 

The  commission's  report  proposed 
the  establishment  ol  a  committee  ol 
medical  specialists  lo  prove'  the  gen- 
der of  the  person  concerned 

by  Paul  Trollops 

Libraries  booked 

Gays  for  Equality  olWinnipognoa recent 

i  i  programof  providingpublic      I 
libraries  with  copies  ol  Socie/y and  Ihe 
Hvallny  Homosexual  by  George  Wein- 
berg Purchase  ot  the  books  was  made 
possible  through  Gays  lor  Equality  funds. 
personal  donations, andagrani  From 
Happenings,  ihe  local  gay  social  club 
Over  100 copiesof  ihe  book  were  sup 
plied topublichbranes.andover  ISO 
copies  will  be  sent  to  high  school 
libraries  in  Manitoba  in  the  near  tuture  a 
lew  libraries  sent  acknowledgements  ol 
receipt,  and  one  librarian  sent  aSIO.OO 
dona  lion 

Especially  signit  icani  was  ihe 
placemen  ol  books  in  rural  libraries 
throughout  Iheprovince  Theneedlor 
good,  accurate  information  on 
homosexuality  is  especially  great  in  rural 
areas.  Hopetuiiyihe  book  will  help  to 
alleviate  the  isolation  of  some  rural  gays 
by  Jeremy  Bass 


Gay  kid  lib 


Barbara  Git  tings.  Ihe  long-time  American 
lesbian  activist,  spoke  on  February  4  at  the 
University  ol  Manitoba.  Her  talk,  entitled 
GayUberaiionislorChildrenToo,  dean 
wilh  the  development  olnon-sejiisl.  norv 
hornophobic  Children's  literature  II  was  co- 
sponsored  by  the  U  Of  M  Students'  Union 
andGaysforEquaiitv 

While  in  Winnipeg.  Gitlings  appeared  on 
severai  radio  and  TV  talk  snows  as  wei  i  as  at 
aGays  lor  Equality  open  house 

Her  speech  attracted  an  SRO  crowd  0( 
around  300  persons 

by  Jeremy  Bass 


Men  arrested 
forkissing 

Two  local  men  are  awaiting  trial  hereon 
charges  ot  gross  indecency  following 
then  arrest  lor  Kissing  inacityparhtasi 
December 


Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality 
(Toronto) 


Become  a  GATE  supporter 
Fighl  lo  end  diSCnmmat«on 
Add  vour  voice  to  the  move- 
ment for  our  liberation 

for  a  minimum  pledge  of  S10  a 
■.ear  iS5  for  unemp't  . 
S  VOU 

•  reduced  admission  at  GATE 
dinners  and  dances 

•  A  subscription  to  Gay  Rising. 
GATE  s  monthly  newsletter 

CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 


•  '  on  about  upcoming 

nd  how  you  can  help 
in  the  light  tor  our  rights 
Join  the  Lesbian  Caucus 
An  autonomous  organization 
thai  seeks  to  mobilize  the 
lesbian  community  ot  Toronto 
Meets  the  second  and  fourth 
Sunday  of  each  month  (see 
catendai  beiowi 
All  women  welcome 


Sun  Feb  27        GATE  Lesbian  Caucus  4  pm  193  Carlton 
WedMar2         GATE  monthly  meeting  8  pm  193  Carlton  Si 
Sun  Mar 6  Lesbian  Organization  o)  Toronto  4  pm 

342JarvtsSt 


The  GATE  Dance 

Sat  March  19 
9pm.  Holy  Trinity  Church 
Dance  and  be  gay  at 
the  Eaton  Centre 


Politics  ol  Homosexuality 
Discussion  Group 

8pm,  33  St.  George  St  (U  ot  T  Inter- 
national Student  Centre) 

WedMar9Homophobla  —  Fighting 
Back 

Wed  March  23  The  Gay  Ghetto  — 
Other  ways  ol  doing  it 


Wnte  or  phone  us  193  Carlton  Street,  Toronto  MSA  2K7  964-0148 


FACTSHEET 

Bullet's  Houston  laboratory  has  developed  a 
product  totally  unlike  any  other  on  the  market.  Con- 
sider these  points: 

•  Potency.  These  claims  are  generally  widespread, 
but  Bullet  is  the  only  room  deodorizer  to  receive  rave 
reviewsfrom  The  Village  Vo'ceinNewYorkinacom- 
parisonlookat  similar  products.  Try  a  bottle  and 
decide  for  yourself.  After  that,  it  will  be  hard  to  settle 
for  less. 

•  Convenience.  No  refrigeration  necessary,  keep  at 
room  temperature,  it  is  not  effected  by  sunlight.  No 
other  odour  product  can  make  this  claim.  Care  in 
formula  engineering  gives  benefits  in  convenience, 
and  more  important,  real  personal  safety. 

•  Economy.  Bullet  is  packaged  in  a  size  liberal 
enough  to  allow  real  savings, 

•  Money-back  guarantee.  Arrowmahcs  backs  all  of 
the  above  claims  about  Bullet  with  an  unprecedented 
guarantee. 


S7.50  $12.00 

rr  costs  more  because  its  better 

Available  from: 


AKROUMmCS 


c/o  Body  Politic  Drawer  1000, 
Box  7289.  Sin  A 
Toronto.  Ontario 
M5W1X9 
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fv<kH&owety_2l  endOaan 
Soiomeny  20  wen  traiM  elta*  may 
««rt  Man  uMing  in  a  perked  ca*  m 
OuMn  C  i</Mwin  Path  al  %  AM  on  tha 
rTMxrwng  of  paeemOer  3 

Tna  loo  T»n  <3<d  not  aaa  inapoitce 
cruiser  palrotong  the  Park  "•"*  "»  "flhts 
out  but  wn*n  confronted  DyConifabla 
W  Swieewerda.  thetwomenexptaineO 
(Fiat  iney  were  merely  patching  up* 
quarrel  intheprivacyc-f  Iheircav  The 
I  consume,  unconvinced  called  hn  pan 
ne*  (wno  reportedly  had  doied  ofl|  10 
mvii  in  inaarrMf  of  f  he  1  wo  alleged 
criminals 

fbch  and  Dean  'rptxt  I  hat  while  in 
cuitody  they  were  subletted  loverbaJ 
,  efiuse  by  ollicers  of  the  Edmonton  Police 
Depai t ment  and  since  then  hnsl 
stoppedonanumber  of  occasions  for  '0 
check*  and  dopt»" 

In  addition,  within  days  Of  In) 
1  he  employers  of  both  men  received 
telephone  cells  informing  ihem  of  the 
charges  against  lh>-  1 * 
neilher  employer  showed  mucr< 

Considering  the  serious  «a\  ure  ol  the 
charges  (maximum  sentence  for  gross 
indecency  under  section  l57of  the 
Criminal  Code  is  five  year  s  in  prison),  (he 
men  have  elected  trid lb] 

GATE  Edmonton  has organizeda 
defence  fund  to  provide  I  inancial  and 
moral  support  lor  Rick  and  Dean  Should 
this  case  go  Beyond  me  preliminary 
hearing  scheduled  for  March  30,  Ihe 
estimated  coat  could  exceed  15,000 

Financial  contributions  and 
mo-.nagesot  support  will  be  welcomed 
By  the  Holowaly/Solomany  Defence 
Fund.c/oGATE  Edmonton,  Bo*  1852, 
Edmonton,  Alia, 

by  Rosemary  Ray 


Alberta 

Labour  group  gives 
OK  "in  principle" 

The  Human  flights  Commi  t  tee  ot  the 
Alberta  Federation  of  Labour  has  adop- 
ted "in  principle"  a  supportive  posillon  in 
regard  toamending  existing  provincial 
civil  rights  legislation  10  include  the  term 
"se.uai  orientation." 

The  AF  L  will  vote  on  adopt  1  ng  an  ol* 
h,  > . ■  1  ■  j  c,  nijlil-.  p.iln.v.il  iht'irjnou.il 
COrwonlloninthi.  iprtnrj 

by  Rosemary  Ray 


also  been  reported  •«  "ha  area  engaging 
•nentrapmeni  Po)(ceofftcarav*sa*dto 
be  periunng  I  nemsahnM  *S  wefl  as 
at*j v  ng  gay  persons  boin  verteily  and 
physically 

The  ciean  up  has  been  underway 
since  ea/ty  December  ostens:  1 
response  to  'otutxn  complaints   about 
sexual  activity  mine  area 

from  SEARCH  Newsletter 
and  Wortnwesl  Gay  Renew 


New  publications 
launched 

January  saw  thelirst  issuesoltwo 
gay  publications  m  Canada. each  wiina 
distinctive  focus 

Alter  Stonewall,  A  Critical  Journal  ot 
Gay  Liberation  aims  at  serving  gay 
liberal  ion  in  I  he  Canadian  prairies  and 
adiacentAmencanstaies  Thetirst 
issue  includes  articles  on  the  1976 
NationaiLesbianConference  m 
liberal  ion.  and  the  Susan  Saxe  De  ten  se 
11  is  available  "at  leajst  touriiiT-- . 
Iromc*  Davis,  P08o«  2061. 266 
Graham.  Winnipeg.  Manitoba 

Directions  totgay menhasasHsgoai 
'speaking  logay  men  about  theirown 
lifestyle"  Issue  No  I  includes  an  inter 
view  with  Mark  Whitehead  Ot  the  Gay 
Youth  Group  (toron  to),  a  short  slory 
■  Trucks  are  for  Truckers,"  and  1  wo  photo 
features  It  is  published  monthly  by  Tat 
mar  Marketing  Ltd .  7AA  Dundas  St  Easi . 
Toronto 

A/rerSronewaWpledgesioaccept   no 
advertising  that  is  semst,  racist,  ex- 
ploitative, ant  1  youth,  or  otherwise 
chauvinistic  "The  Advertising  Manager 
01  Directions  is  the  President  ol  Ihe 
Richmond  Street  Health  Emporium,  and 
US  ads  come  mostly  Irom  Toronto 
steam bal  hs  and  from  Tatmar  Market  ing, 

Li.) 


Saxe  changes  plea 


Hamilton 


Your  turn! 


Educating  Hamilton 

Public  education  has  otiatebeen  one  ol 
thechiet  concerns  ol  the  McMasier 
Homophile  Association  T  he  group  s 
president,  Brian  Marsh,  participated  ma 
lengthy  talk  show  on  a  local  radio 
Station,  and  members  ot  the  group  have 
given  talks  to  ciassesal  Mohawk 
College,  a  local  community  college 

These  programs  made  use  ol  such 
films  as  r7)erVa*edCiviiServanrand  The 
Silent  Minority  In  addition,  the  group  has 
acted  as  consultant  to  the  McMasier 
film  Board  production  Son  ol  the  family. 
whichdepictsayounggay  scorning  out 
I  The  film  is  due  lor  September  release 
1      Anyone  wishing  to  participate  in  MHA 
activities  is  invited  to  call  1  ne  group's 
;  phonelme.  527  0336 

by  Shane  Que  Hee 


Van  Cops  scour  Bay 

The  Vancouver  Police  Department 
arrested  over  30  gay  men  during  January 
iniheEnglish  Bay  area.  The  arrested 
have  been  charged  with  gross  indecency 
even  though  little  mora  than  groping  or 
kissing  had  taken  place 

Between  1 1 PM  and  4  AM,  groups  Ol 
halt  a  Ckwenotticers  have  been  combing 
this  popular  cruising  spot  lor  signs  of 
gay  activity  Plainclothes    off  tears  have 

a/ Body  PoMIc 


Group  lobbying  makes  Ihe  point, 
demonstrations  publicize  it.  but  both 
need  the  backing  ol  many  letters  Irom 
individuals  loshow  broad  public  sup- 
port it  you  object  to  the  CBC's 
national  ban  on  public  service  an 
nouncements  Irom  gay  groups,  we 
suggest  you  write  letter  s  to 

•  John  Roberts 
Secretary  ol  State 
House  ol  Commons 
Otlawa  Ontario K1A0A6 
(No  postage  necessary) 

•  Ai  Johnson,  President 
C8C 

PO  Box  8478 

Ottawa,  OnlarioK1G3J5 


Paper begun 

Efforts  by  two  gay  Johannesburg 
businessmen  haveresuited  in  the 
publication  of  this  country's  first  gay 
newspaper  Coni3Cf,a32-pagemonthly. 
made  its  debut  last  tali  and  was 
favourably  reviewed  by  at  least  one 
establishment  newspaper,  TheSunday 
Times  ot  Durban.  Its  anicieort  Contact1 
was  headed,  "Gay  newspaper  will  keep 
homosexuals  in  trie  picture, " 

Trie  two  men  responsible  lor  the 
paper.ZekeKerbeiandTonyHnch  were 
quoted  as  saying  that  they  hoped  that 
their  publication  would  provide  "a 
valuable  meansol  communication  tor 
South  Africa's  entire  gay  community 

from  Campaign 


nargofl  m  Bfinod  n  Mm  ■  tnd  mm 
Slaughter  m  connection  with  a  1970  bank 
holdup  A  second  tnai  was  to  have  begun 
■n  late  January 

rat  presidedovetbyaienient 
ludge.endedmahungtury  Given  that 
the  ludge assigned  the  second  trial  has  a 
reputation  tor  being  tough,  and  that  Saxe 
taced  the  possibility  of  life  imprison- 
ment if  found  guilty  ot  manslaughter,  she 
deeded  toaccept  the  12  to  14  years  In  )an 
on  1  he  lesser  charge 

m  a  statement  read  outside  the  court- 
room. Saxestated  "ipleadguiitylorone 
reason  only,  that  it  is  the  surest  and 

my  to  end  the  hold  this  slate 
will  have  on  my  lileand  my  personal 
freedom    Shestressedlhatnodeaiwas 
made  and  that  the  state  got  nothing  in 
return  for  Ihe  12  to  14  year  sentenceex- 
ceplherowng  , 

KM  second  trial  that  Sa.e  has 
faced  since  her  arrest  In  ISTSalll 
years  asan  underground  lugilive  from 
Ihe  FBI  The  lust  tnal  in  Philadelphia 
found  her  guilty  tor  her  admitted  par- 
ticipation ma  robbery  a!  a  Massachusetts 
armory  and  tor  conspiring  to  roba 
banh  Theseniencestromboihlhe 
Bostonand  Philadelphia  trials  will  be 
served  concurrently 

These  convictions  Stem  Irom  her  anli 
war  activities  in  Ihe  late  sixties  and  eaily 
seventies  incommentingonihemSaxe 
said,  "these  actions  came  Irom  a  sense 
of  outrage  against  the  injustices  ol 
sexism,  racism,  and  imperialism  and  par* 
III  vi  1. im,  thpimmediitteand pressing 
crisis  ot  the  Viet  nam  war." 

Membersol  theSusan  Saxe  Defense 
Committee  believe  that  the  public  sup- 
port that  developed  lor  Susan  is  what 
made  it  possible  lor  her  to  be  lacing  less 
lhan  lite  imprisonment  "The tact  thai 
ourellorts  have  substantially  reduced 
the  amount  ol  lime  Susan  will  spend  in 
jail  reflects  t  he  pressure  we  as  a 
movement  haveexerted  " 

by  David  Gibson 

Same-sex  dancing 
isn't  gay— Indiana 
rights  group  says 

in  what  may  have  been  thelirsl  US  test 
caseot  municipal  legislation  prohibiting 
discrimination  on  the  basis  ol  sexual 
orientation.  Ihe  Bloomington(lndiana) 
Human  Right  s  Commission  ruled  on 
February  3 1  hat  adiscoteque 
management  coutd  prevent  same-sex 
dancing  without  contravening  the  civil 
rights  ol  gay  people  US  gays  fear  that  it 
this  ruling  stands  and  becomes  a 
precedent.  Ihe  advocacy  ol  gay  civil 
rights  through  ellorts  to  include  sexual 
orientation  in  anti-discrimination 
legislation  will  be  meaningless 

The  Human  flights  Commissiondid 
notdisputetheiact5oltnecase  They 
found  that  thediscotegue  had  in  tact 
prevented  same-sex  dancing,  and  that 
Ihe  type  of  dancing  engaged  in  was  Ihe 
same  as  that  permuted  male  'female 
couples— ie  thatnwasnotinsome 
other  sense   obscene,"  The  Com- 
mission "reasoned  "  lhat  1/  the  class 
protected  because  ol  us  sexual  onen 
tationisan  m visible  class,  lhat  2/  same 
sex  dancing  isaneutrai  activity  which 
doesnot  indicate se"uai orientation,  and 

E  regulalionprohibitingsame- 
sei  dancing  isa  neutral  rule  in  thai  it  ap- 
plies losame-sex  couples  re  -  v 
what  their  sexual  orientation  may  be 

Further,  the  Commission   reasoned" 
thai  the  provisions  covering  sexual 
orientation  discnminai  ion  do  hoi  apply 
topeopieotlhesamesei  while   acting 
together  in  some  neutral  manner 
whether  the  activity  was  dancing 
hugging  or  sharing  an  apart  men  l 

The  Commission  seemed  to  ignore  me 
brief  presented  by  the  gay  people  sai 
torney.  Bruce  Waskowski  wh 


earlier  race  dive'  irm  net  ion  case  m  wtwcfi 
ii  was  held  that   anytime  race  ptava  a 
pan  in  the  denial  ol ,  or  plays  a  pad  in  the 
salting  ol  a  restrictive condition  or 
limitation  upon  the  useol  •  pudc  ec 
oomodation.  the  Ordinance  is  violated 
1      Waakowski  ponied  out  that  the  gay 
people  had  indicated  then  sexual  orien- 
tal ion  by  their  consistent  choice  ot  dan- 
cing partners,  that  the  disco 
management  had  so  percetvad  them,  and 
lhat  the  policy  was  clear  ty  anti-gay  m 

lluanlflf  inlhe  5-10-1 
decision  noted  in  her  written  opinion 

nsputed  testimony,  oneo' the 
1 -.  had  been  called  a 
laggot,   andthatlhegaypeoplehad 
been  referred  toas   your  kind    She  felt 
that  the  disco  management,  by  both 
wordanddeed  haOdis.   < 
against  gay  people,  and  voiced  a  (ear  thai 
is  being  echoed  by  a  (right ened 
Bloomlnglongaycwnmunit)  It  I 

1     are  not  enough  evidence  to 
prove  sexual  orientation  discrimination 
against  the  complainants,  then  I  believe 
no  complainant  can  show  the 
Bioomington  Human  RightsCom 

1  n-or  she  was  discriminated 
against  on  the  groundsof  sexual  onen 


latio 
The  discoteque's  brief  totfieCom 

'<>J  asserted  that  "ills  one  thing 
tohavea  propensity  to  have  a  sexual 
relationship  witha  member  otlhesame 
sex  and  another  thing  to  demonstrate 
this  propensity  ina  public  place     ftlS. 
Commission  evidently  agreed. 

by  Harvey  Hamburg 


Anita's  citric  acid 

The  Miami.  Florida  gay  community  is 
,  gearing  up  for  combat  against  the  likos 
ot  Anna  Bryant,  the  FlondaCilrus  Com 
I  mission,  and  a  coalition  of  anti  gay  and 
anil  EH  A  conservatives.  Florida  Isone 
of  the  slates  which  has  yet  loralif  y  the 
■  pfo-leminisl  Equal  flights  Amendment 
to  the  US  Constitution 

In  January  Ihe  DadeCounly  Com- 
mission (which  includesMiamil  passed 
an  ordinance  banningdiscrimination 
against  gay  people  in  housing  and  em 
ployment  Anita  Bryant,  who  has  been  a 
spokesperson  for  ihe  Florida  Citrus 
Commission  since  1968.  protested 
vehemently  against  passage o(  the  or 
dinance,  and  has  accused  gay  peopled 
"trying  to  recruit  our  children  to 
I  homosexuality  "  Anti-gay  forceshave 
gathered  enough  signatures  to  lorce  a 
'  relerendum  on  the  issue,  and  Ihecrucial 
vole  will  take  place  sometime  this  sum 
1  met 

Bob  Kunst .  a  gay  spokesperson  in  ihe 
area  and  one  ol  Ihe  people  responsible 
tor  the  passage  ot  Ihe  gay  rights  or 
dmance,  had  demanded  that  the  Citrus 
:  Commission  take  ads  leatunng  MISS 
Bryant olttheair  Said  Kunsl.  "Miss 
Bryant  is  using  her  lame  to  prevent  gay  and 
bisexual  Cit  liens  Irom  retaining  the 
same  rights  as  other  Americans 

Citrus  industry  spokespersons  have 
refused  to  dissociate  themselves  from 
Miss  Bryant ,  and,  according  to  Kunst , 
Florida  gays  are  receiving  information 
from  around  the  Uniled  Stales  lhat  an 
unofficial  boycott  ol  Florida  citrus 
products  is  gathering  momentum  While 
the  boycott  Isunolliciai.  Kunsl  told  Trie 
Body  Politic.  "People  are  not  drinking 
Flondaorange Juice  Ooyourownihing 
and  we  appreciate  Ihe  support 

Persons  wishing  to  protest  Ihe  Com 
mi  ss'on's  inaction  are  urged  to  write  to 
Edward  Taylor.  Executive  Director, 
Florida  Citrus  Commission.  1 1 1 5  E 
Memorial  Blvd    Lakeland.  Fla  33801. 
USA  Telephone  I305|444  4412 

A  word  tot  he  interested  your  local 
grocer  can  easi  I  y  di<  ferentiate  bet  ween 
Florida  Ctlrua  products  and,  lor  example. 
California  produce  Maybe  you  Should 
too. 


by  Harvey  Hamburg 


PROFILES 


Never  much 
of  a  conformist 

For  Robin  Metcalfe, 

involvement  in  Halifax's  Gay  Alliance 

for  Equality  has  brought 

"relief,  joy  and  anger." 


Captirmiyinpiaceandainr. 
mnand  RobinMetcaitehurriesback 
along  Law  " 

OuinpooiRoadCOrnmunityiu 

■  uiingws 
makoouiisahardlomiss  Gay  Rignts 
■ 
The  Qumpool  Road  community  is 
defined  less  by  geography  lhan  by  its 
rocenl  collective  struggle  against  a 
profit  hungry  developer  with  plans  to 
thrustamuchunneededshopi  ill 
tro  into  f  ho  heart  of  this  calm  residential 
area  Themilltancyof Iheneigh- 
bourhood  pleases  Robin,  himsei  I  a  gay 


by  Ken  Pope rl 


aclivislandmemberoi'i  i 

We  climb  the  stairs  ot  the  ei'-. 
two- storey  clapboard  bouse  to  an  open 
landi  ng  dra  wi  ng  I  oget  her  t  he  several 
roomsofallal  which  Robin  shares  «nh 
Jeanneltela straight  lnend),aplumpish 
black  cat  and  a  large  population  ol  plants 
abandoned  by  a  previous  tenant  In  a 
bedroom  across  the  landing  from  the 
kilchen.  poised  at  Ihe  precise  centre  ol  the 
lied,  thecal  pnmiydozes 

We  nil  down  to  tea  ai  a  large  round 
wooden  lable.  and  begin  to  chat 

Robin,  23  ihis  year,  lell  his  job  as  a        • 
CNR  porter  last  fall  m  order  logo  back  to 
school.  He's  studying  a  number  ol  sub- 
lects,  including  feminism  and  theatre,  at 
Oalhousie  University 

Robin  lirsi  became awareol  gay 
liberalion  with  Ihe  inadvertent  help  ol 
Stanley  Burke  and  IheCBC  television 
national  news 

Someone  in  the  Gay  Liberation  From 
inSan  Francisco  had  painted  Gay  is 
Good'onabuildlngingianlletlers  He 
referred  lolhemas 'Ihe  naughty  boys    I 
can't  remember  whether  I  was  angry  at 
Ihe  way  he  referred  to  i  hem,  so  con 
descendingly  " 

Although  hedld  not  Ihinkol  himself  as 
gay  at  thai  time,  Robin  saw  the  gay 
movement  as  an  imporlanl  social 
development 

"I  supported  the  gay  movement  and 
thought  II  was  a  good  thing,  "he  says, 
adding  "I  leu  thai  il  I  were  gay,  1  would 
have  to  become  involved  m  that 
movement,  partly  because  ol  my  respon 
sibility  toother  gay  people  and  pan  ly 
becauseot  my  own  nature  as  a  political 
animal " 

Like  many  ot  her  gay  men  and  women. 
Robin  came  only  very  slowly  loan  under- 
standing of  hisown  sexuality,  even 
though  his  lamtly  seems  to  have  been 
less  authoritarian  than  most.  "My  family 
wasveryclose  Wedidalo'.olreading 
and  a  lot  of  lalktngmour  lamily.  We  were 
encouraged  to  think  lor  ourselves  and 
delermmeourowmdenlilies  I  was  never 
much  ol  a  conf  ormtst  and  never  much 
concerned  about  whai  other  people 
thought,  II  still  puzzles  me  thai  I  spent 
such  a  long  lime  lighting  with  myself  For  a 
long  lime  I  kepi  trying  to  find  ways 
around  it,  I  think  a  lot  ol  people  lell  ihem- 
seives  that  il  s  just  aphase  or  only  one 
part  otlheir  personality, and  soon  " 

Later,  when  he  weni  to  high  school  in 
Saint  John,  New  Brunswick.  Robin 
began  to  come  I  ace-  lo-  face  with  ihe  con- 
tradiction between  these  rational' 
izationsandhissaxuahty  Hehadwhal 
hehumorously  terms  anolficialgn1- 
Inena 

"It  Simply  wasn  '  r.gni  Up  lo  that  time 
had  been  telling  myself  lhai  I  hadn't  met 
Iherighl  woman,  a  woman  who  was  sen- 
sitive enough  and  understanding  enough 
torelatetome  But  this  woman  was  that 
kindof  womanand,  although  I  liked  her 
very  muchas  a  person  I  didn  i  want  to  go 
tobeowithner 

8u?  his  growing,  seit-awareness  was 
cut  shod  when  his  family  moved  to 
Hantaji  '  Imighthavecomeouteariierit 
wehadslayedinSamtjohn  Therearea 
lot  ot  gay  people  at  Saint  John  High  who 
are  fairly  open   But  instead  wecameto 


Hants,  anatneh.ghschoollwentlowas 

ray  repress)  va 

After  finishing  high  school.  Robin 
spent  ayear  in  Yugoslaviaon  an  e> 
change  programme  and  I  he  conl  lict  be- 
tween what  he  was  and  what  he  was  sup- 
posed lobe  surfaced  once  again,  when 
he  realized  that  he  was  in  love  with  a 
Yugoslavian  friend 

Robin  relurned  lo  Canada  in  1974  and 
settled  into  a  situation  whir  hallo  wed  the 
conllicllolinally  resolve  ilsell 

Whenlcameouttomysell.lwas 
living  in  Edmonton,  3000  miles  Irom 
home  Iwasworkingfivedaysaweek 
and  wasn  l  in  contact  withany  good 
friends  If  was  Ihe  first  time  In  my  fife  thai 
I  was  without  Inendsor  family  whocould 
defineme  Itallowedmetoreallylookal 
myself. 

"I  remember  thai  day  it  happened,  I 
used  lo  spend  my  weekends  at  Ihe  library 
Thai  Salurday  t  went  in  and  started  lo 
read  books  about  homosexuality  lhad 
wanted  to  lor  years,  bui  I  wouldn't  let 
OTy«ll  But  thai  day  I  said,  Why  not'' 
Fortunately,  Ihe  Edmonton  library  has  a 
relatively  good  collection  of  books  on 
homosexuality  and  I  knew  enough  to 
avoid  the  negative  ones 

'I  sal  back  after  reading  Ihem  and 
though),  What's  all  the  fuss  about?'  I  felt 
very  nappy  after  lhal.  relieved  because 
Ihe  burden  of  pretense  was  gone  I  could 
lust  engoy  life  II  wasn  Hong  after  that  I 
hid  my  tir  st  affair  with  another  man  and  it 
was  very  rewarding  I  also  felt  angry, 
because  ol  all  that  I'd  missed  while  I  was 
engaged  m  that  false  struggieagainst 


When  he  returned  to  Halifax  some 
months  later.  Robin  contacted  members 
otlhe  Gay  Alliance  for  Equality.  He 
also  decided  thai  he  had  to  come  out  to 
tits  parents. 

"They  live  in  Sheet  Harbour,  about  70 
miles  Irom  Halilajt  Solweni  tovisil 
them  one  weekend  Theyweren'tlnlhe 
same  room  when  I  told  them  Inihe 
evening  I  sat  down  wilh  my  mother  and 
told  her  that  I  had  realized  some  impor- 
tant things  about  my  sell  during  the  year 
andthai  I  had  come  to  realize  and  accept 
thelact  that  I  washomosexual  lhad 
thought  she  would  ask  me  all  sorts  of 
questions,  Dul  mslead  she  started  to  cry 
My  father  was  in  another  room  making  a 
tire  Sheaskedmeioiellhimnghiaway 
so  i  hat  they  could  talk  aboul  il 

l  had  been  concerned  thai  my  lather 
might  read  quite  violently  because  he 
seemed  very  up-light  senuaMy  Iwasvery 
nervous,  buf  I  went  into  Ihe  room  and  told 
himmihesamewayltoidmymother  He 
look  il  quite  calmly  and  1  think  we  re 
Closer nowasaresultotmycomingoul  I 
think,  my  mother  felt  rejected  because  il 
seemed  I  was  telling  her  I  was  a  stranger, 
someone  she  didni  fully  know 

'  They  regradually  coming  around 
Everytimeiseethemii'seasier  Theiast 
time  l  saw  my  father,  he  actually  asked 
me  how  things  were  going  wilh  i  he  gay 
movement  Tellingihem  wasaoiflicuit 
tnmgiodo,  but  it  was  very  wort  hwh. it   m 
some  ways,  it  was  the  end  ol  my 
Childhood  Part  ol  growing  up  i', 
to  del  me  yoursel  f  or  perhaps  to  i  ive 
witnoul  definition 

Robin  now  sees  his  coming  out.  to 


nimseiiandtoolheis,  asagreal  turning 
pointinhishle     Aiotolmy  lilel'velelt 
i    M>me  greai  dilemma,  some 
knot  lobe  untied  Comingoui.v.    Ihi 
key   Itwaslikeihalpointyoureachtn 
trying  to  undoa  very  complicated  knot 
when  you  find  one  Ihread  lhal  loosens  il 
up  and  makes  everything  easier  .1 1 1  >■  < 
lhai 

The  conversation  (urns  to  gay  people 
and  their  community 

"Gay  people  are  Ihe  tust  group  ol 
people  thai  have  accepted  me.  Ihe  hrst 
communilytowhichileeiibelong  The 
alienation  I  fell  when  I  was  younger, 
beingqueer,  being  a  Martian,  has  g  really 
declined  It  was  wonderful  todlscover 
other  people  who  had  experienced  Ihe 
same  things  and  to  be  able  lo  sit  down 
and  talk  wilh  ihese  people  The  first  lime 
I  slept  wilhanother  man.  Ihe  most  en- 
loyabie  thing  was  not  the  sex,  but  our  sil- 
ting and  talking  about  our  experience  as 

1I.IV, 

"I  know  Ihe  gay  communlly  seems  on 
Ihe  surface  to  be  divided  and  there 
seems  to  bo  a  lot  ol  negative  leeling 
lloating  around  There  are  feuds,  there 
are  cliques,  there  are  quarrels,  as  many 
community  Bui  I  leel  a  strong  under- 
current o  I  support  When  there's  a  real 
threat  or  problem,  people  come  together 
and  give  each  other  help.  That's 
something  I  feel  really  good  about " 

He  returns  lo  Ihe  subieclol  the  gay 
movement  and  gay  organizations  "The 
existence  ol  GAE  has  made  ll  possible 
l  or  ihe  Halifax  gay  community  to  expand 
And  it  has  changed  my  ideaof  Ihe  gay 
communlly  Many  people  I  dldn'l  know 
were  gay  have  been  coming  toGAE's 
discotheques  and  getting  Involved  in  the 
group  This  poses  the  possibility  ol 
redefining  thegay  community,  making  it 
more  supportive  ' 

Why  is  Robin  Metcalfe  involved  in  ihe 
gay  movement? 

"Ileefveryathometnihegay 
movement  H  saiisdesalolof  needs  I 
feel  involved  in  changing  and  restructur- 
ing society  I  can  use  my  talents  in  Ihe 
movement  I  can  speak,  express  my 
ideas,  meet  and  talk  with  a  tot  of  people 

"I  always  leltdlflerenl.allenaled  from 
thesocietyllivedinandcnticalolit  Soil 
wasn't  a  very  big  step  to  become  involved 
Inanactivisl  movement  01  course.  Inow 
realize  that  everybody  is  different, 
everybody  is  queer  in  their  own  way. 
There  are  two  strategies  you  can  adopt 
todeal  with  your  queer ness.  you  can  try 
tocover  it  up  and  eradicate  it  or  you  can 
develop  Has  a  protection  in  itself  Idld 
theiatier 

All  the  anger  which  comes  from 
being  made  to  feel  queer  I  think  people 
i  r^ai  on  themselves  and  destroy 
themselves  with  it  Butmlheprocessol 
radicaiizal  ion,  that  anger  gels  lurned 
ouiwardand,  instead  ol  directing 
it  against  yourself,  you  direct  it  against 
the  circumstances  which  have  caused 

I  said  belore  t  hai ,  when  I  came  oul, 
besides  ihe  relief  and  toy,  I  fell  anger 
because  I  had  spent  somuCh  of  my  life  in 
ataise  light  against  myself  I'm  deter 
mined  lhai  it  s  noi  going  lohappen  to  me 
again  and  lhal  il  snot  going  to  happen  to 
olhergaype- 
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My  personal  love  affair 

with  the 

National  Lesbian  Movement 


WTien  I  went  to  the  lesbian  conference  >n 
Kingston  last  spring,  I  did  not  go  with  trie 
highest  of  political  goals  or  -deals  m 
mind  Probablycuriosilyaneagerness 
tomeel  new  women,  and,  whoknows  — 
maybea  bit  ot  debauchery  —  were  the 
Ihmgs  wnich  initially  attracted  me 
However.  I  began  to  real  tze  very  early  on 
in  the  conter ence  that  unexpected 
things  were  happening  to  me  I  was  being 
politicked '  I  was  undergoing  the 
metamorphosis  Irom  lesbian  I o dyke.  I 
wasf  eelmg  as  it  I  was  |ust  coming  out,  a      | 
step  I  (nought  I'd  taken  si  ■  years  ago. 
And  just  the  suggestion  ot  lesbian 
autonomy  anda  national  lesbian 
movement  became  so  inlused  intomy        | 
Wood  that  I  was  nearly  crazed  and 
breathless  at  their  mention.  Then  1  returned 
\o Hani,,.  jn,j disco we'ed more e> 
Citing  things,  suchas  the  fact  lhat  I  had 
become  more  ol  a  misl  it  and  an 
anachronism  because  ol  my 
poMicizat  ion  I  had  become  lonener .  and 
lound  my  selt  wailing  tor  Ihe  On- ■ 
lerence  with  the  desperate  anxiety  with 
wrtic  h  one  usually  awaits  an  expected 
lover 

My  isolation  alter  Kingston  had  been 
compieteheli.  and  when  the Ottawacon 
ference  happened.  I  knew  that  it  was  very 
important  that  something  concrete 
come  of  il  —  something  mote  lhan  a 
mailing  list  and  the  promise  ol  another 
conlerence  Hound  the  conference 
workshops,  on  Ihe  whole,  mosl  exciting 
and  informative  and  communicative  I 
|ust  loved  the  coHee-house.  and  had  an 
absolute baiiaithedance  Aod.iust 
being  around  350-dykev  I  found  in  ■  ■<  i 
was  i  lying  20  feet  above  Ihe  ground, 
sometimes  higher  The  energy  which 
emanated  tromall  of  us  was  powerful 
When  we  linally  gol  to  the  sirategy 
session.  I  thought  that  we  merely  had  to 
btmkouf eyes.andtneworldwasours  ■ 
expected  tons  of  concrete  things  to  hap- 
pen 

Argumen  t  s  began  about  whet  her  or 
noi  we  should  have  supersiars.  a  hierarchy 
whether  or  not  we  should  loliow  the 
Wages  Due  Lesbians  line  of  thought,  and 
whelherot  not  we  should  follow  certain 
procedures,  because  mendo  I  was  soon 
expecting  someone  to  suggest  that  we 
should  not  wipe  our  asses,  because  men 
do  And  we  had  something  like  half  an 
hourlelt  to  lorm  any  national  strategy  I 
found  it  ridiculous  tosplit  hairs  and 
examine  such  fineand  obscure  poinls  at 
thisslagemtheconference  Therewas 
simply  not  enough  time  to  do  so  This  is 
such  abig  counlry,  and  there  are  so  many 
lesbians  with  such  diverse  ideas,  and  so 
many  things  wedo  not  know  about  each 
other  that  we  cannot  yet  begin  io  lorm 
any  detailed  and  all -en  com  passing 
strategy  Whatl  wanted  to  seewaa 
perhaps  more  crude  and  basic  than  the 
relmed  model  ol  a  national  movement 
many  women  seemedto  be  trying  tor.  but 
nrooabiy  a  bit  more  concrete  and 
realistic  I  wanted  tosee  a  basic  com- 
munications system  worked  oui  to  help 
alleviate  the  isolation  ol  many  women 
who  had  sacrificed  a  lot  and  ventured  far 
to  be  at  the  conference,  and  tocontacl 
those  women  who  were  shliot: 
isolated  And  maybe  even  something 
dumb.likeaname  Not  that  it  wasallthal 
important  to  me,  buin  snicetobeabieio 
'  gohomeandlhrowanamearound  For 
some  reason,  a  number  ot  inerton- 
poiitiozed  women  reel  ihi-.  means  you've 
been  doing  moreal  these  conferences 
than  simply 'debauching 
So.  the  six  of  us  from  the  Atlantic 
announced  lhat  we  had  tor 
1  medOU'Owncommun-oai.or. 

and  1 1  the  rest  ol  Canada  so  0<  Mi 
1  couidtapinioihisandeipami  i 
ward  But  nothing  happened  Aj 
began  to  waif  le  on,  I  didnt  know  whet  her 


tobursl  into  tears  orbangmytistsonlha 
desk,  or  to  scream  ■  Aphrodite,  give  ma 
i  was  on  the  verge  ot  leaving, 
when  some  beauhlul  dyke  and  Sappho 
forgive  me,  I  can't  remember  who  she 
was. 'mally  slatted  Ihe  whole  Ihmg 
moving  Suddenly, wehadthocountry 
divided  into  regions,  we  decided  that 
each  region  would  have  a  meeting  and         I 
appoint  represent  .stives,  and  these 

ropiwonlatlvaa  would  maw  toff 

inlcallons. 
Manyot  the  regions  plannedtohave 
n    And  a 
national  confeienct  - 1 
Once  agai  n,  my  blood  began  to  race, 
When  the  regional  representatives 
meltogelher  alter  their  regional 
meetings,  we  talked  for  a  while,  began  an 
address  exchange,  and  speculated  as  to 
the  whereabouts  of  Upper  Canada's 
representatives  I  suggested  that  it  might 
be  a  good  Idea  toat  tempi  a  newsletter,  to 
keep  us  m  touch  during  the  long  cold 
winler  months  It  was  thensuggested 
thatlhenewsbesenllome,  and  thai  I  at- 
ii'ui[ii  ihu  i"    '.      ■■,   ■     i    ■   ■■■ 

A  lew  days  later  I  found  myself  sitting 
by  Ihe  ocean,  again  feeling  very  isolated, 
and  wondering  what  putting  out* 
newsletter  Irom  this  end  olthecountry 
was  going  to  do  to  alleviate  my  own 
special  isolation  And. couidl  doit?  As 
the  lust  letter  appeared  from  the  I trsl 
regional  contact,  my  heart  began  to 
warm  By thelustof December, lhad 
heard  Irom  most  ol  ihe  regions,  and  I 
thought  thai  I  should  mumble. ir  hi., ■■!■!■ 
bleaboulthecommunityallttletotryand 
lind  some  women  vaguely  interested  in 
helping  Iwas  absolutely  astounded,  and 
Ihoroughlyecslatic,  to  lind  six  women 
most  eager  to  help  And  with  these 
women,  the  crazy  group  which  existed 
mostly  in  my  mind,  called  APPLE  (Atltn 
tic  Province's  Political  Lesbians  lor 
Equality  |  began  tobe  a  dream  come  Irue 
And  ihe  newsletter,  Lesbian  Canada 
Lesbienne,  which  probably  would  nol 
have  happened  without  them,  is  now 
across  Canada. 

Communication  wasot  prime  impor- 
tance to  me  because  I  saw  It  as  a  solution 
lomy  problem  ol  isolation.  But  now  lhat 
my  isolation  hasdiminishedcorv 
siderably,  I  still  (eel  lhat  communical ion 
is  important  lor  those  lesbians  whoare 
nearly  a  million  miles  Irom  the  nearesl 
lesbianTeminisl,  or  even  the  nearest 
lesbian  Also.lhereisnodoubtmmy 
mind  lhat.  il  we  are  to  build  a  strong  and  a 
representative  nationwide  movement. 
we  are  going  to  have  to  communicate,  to 
talk  and  to  listen,  until  our  patience  has 
withered  and  died,  and  Ihen  we  will  have 
to  continue  to  communicate  II  could  be 
an  endless  exchange,  bul  an  invaluable 

I'jspanthecountry.  I 
imaginewewill  encounter  some  of  the 
1  samedilliculties  which  ihe  poniicians 
I  have  in  maintaining  unity  But  we've  got 
something  going  tor  us  which  they  don't 
have  —  which  most  Canadians  don  I 
have  We  redyheslWerestrongand 
|  proud.  It  we  can  just  grow  io  understand 
each  olher,  well  have  a  bond  unlike  I  hat 

^rgtoupmlhecountry  Iper- 
sonally  cannot  think  ol  anything  which 
could  make  me  happier  h  brings  tears  to 
my  eyes,  and  warms  me  near  i) .. 
3sa'eainve  woman 
A  lew  days  before  the  next  center  en- 
,  ce  Iforeseeeverydykeinlhelanddrop 
■e<er  she  is  doing,  and  going 
iteiytoCaoeBreion  island 
■  '^ve  ail  arrived  there,  the 
waters  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  are  ooing  to 
open  before  us,  and  wo  will  march  lot  he 
late  Of  Lesbos,  and  there  we  will  have  the 
greatest  Cont«r«nctev*r  Andlhenmno   | 
Slopping  a  movement  with  potential  like 
thai' 

by  M  Anne  Fulton 
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tan  material  by  and  a&Owti 

llmMl  impo«iW«  10  lind.  ■  lew  bMCOTO 

vhoneihtlV'tUfkneii  QnewasabOok. 

•n-1  one  wn  a  maga/ine  -  the  hrat  put* 
l-calions  in  North  irwiu.  in  tact .  to 
document  Ihancn  and  varied  literary 
traditions  o'  lesbian  her  story 

OrjeanatteFoMer  iSe»  Variant 
lVorTWi")L'ferafu/e  was  hrsl  published 

■  ■  ■  ■  i  esui  i  ot 30  years  o!  careful 
anddlf'icull  research  Jeaneit'  . 
forced  iomcu'«  a  |ooasa  librarian  at  the 
Kin»ey  Institute  0*1  ore  she  could  gain 
access  to  Hi  vast  library  She  became,  as 
Karl  a  Jay  puts  He  Spy  in  lite  house  ol 

mutiny" 

In  me  same  year  1 1 956  was  a  symbolic 
1  ■'  lesbian  liberation),  anew 
le»bi*n  social  and  political  or  ■■j-!i.'    Ill 

i  I  i  mOOB),  launched 
anewslottor  called  The  Ladder  Begin 
ningasalwelve-pagemimeo.  The  Ladder 
ran  lor  16 years  By  thetimeitceased 
publication  in  1972. 11  hadgrown  loafll 
lyaix  page  slick  magazine  withaclear 
leminisl  perspective  The  Ladder  was  the 
publication  lor  lesbians  in  those  years, 
wilhafailhtul  nel  work  ot  readers 
throughout  the  US  and  Canada  Oneol 
lis  prime  movers,  writers  and  editors  in 
the  later  years  was  BarbaraGner  (or 
Gone  Damonas  she  was  known  lo  her 
readers)  Barbara  wrote  a  regular  book 
review  column  throughout  the  Moot  The 
Ladder,  a  column  in  which  she  surveyed 
books  with  lesbian  conlent  published  al- 
tar 1956  Thesecotumnscarriedon 
whom  Sen  Variant  Women  had  lett  oil 

The  two  sources  taken  together  are 
I  responsible  tor  \ he  literary  researcher 
and  general  lesbian  reader  alike  Unfor 
lunacely.  unin  recontly,  they  have  been 
available  only  lo  the  lucky  lew  who 
possessed  or  had  access  lo  rare  original 
copies  Thus  I  woannouncements  In  lute 
ia/ti  ni.ii].' ii  .it>,iiinor  year  tor  lesbian 
publishing  Diana  Pressannouncedthe 
republication  ol  Se.i  Vortont  Women  in 
irtP'ofureand  Naiad  Press,  the  collec- 
tion ot  Gene  Oomon  s  columns  into  one 
volume  called  les ozena  Both  books  bear 
IheinipFiniol  women  s  presses  and  both 
a/enow  available  toa  wide  audience  lor 
the  lust  lime  , 

These  days  books  by  and  tor  lesbians 
seem  lo  be  literally  Hooding  oil  the 
presses  Out  voicesare  finally  beginning 
tobeheardmqustityandvaiiely  The 
phenomenon  is  very  recent,  however. 
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X-rated  bibliographers:  Jeannet  te  Foster  and  Gene  Damon 


and  the  lloodcould  be  forcibly  stemmed 
at  any  lime  It  is  important  thai  we  donot 
'..(.j.,.1  ir,,. ..  ,ijr  ,.j,.-.,ij;.  .-.uiur.ji  workers 
tor  lesbian  pride  and  ident  ity  during 
inoseeariyandinhospiiableyears  It  is 
lifting  that  weceiebratelheir  con 
siderable  ac  h  levement 

Jeannet  te  Foster,  81.  now  lives  m  an 
Arkansas  nursing  home,  close  by  her 
loving  tnends  and  housemates  She  is 
still  an  avid  reader,  arecent  visitor  lound 
her  immersed  in  aChnstopher  Isher 
woodnovel  BarbaraGner.  43,  lives  with 
her  lover,  Donna  McBride,  on  a  5- acre 
I  arm  (called  20  rue  Jacob  Acres  i  n  honor 
ol  Natalie  Barney  3  Pans  address)  near 
Bates  City,  Missouf  i  Alter  years  of  city 
living,  Barbara  is  discovering  the  |oysot 
outdoor workandgardening  Hertarm 
house  contains  one  ol  the  largest 
collections  ol  lesbian  literature  m  the 
world.  Says  Barbara.  "I  teel  like  I  spent 
Irom  1956  on  —  Irom  when  I  was  twenty 

II ■  IJNllI    II- 

nine  —  Ispenl  my  entire  lile  working  for 
the  movement  and  other  people  Since 
that  timet  spend  more  lime  on  mysell 
That's  an  important  part  too  "Few could 
deny  her  the  reward  of  some  small  lime 
lorprivaledelights.  Barbara,  ever  en 
thusiaslic,  has  no  regrets  She  says  of 
her  years  ot  hard  work    lis  such  tun  too. 
such  wild  fun!  I  hit  the  llooi  everyday 
bursting  with  energy  and  glee" 


Onthelollowing pages  The  Body 
Po" Itc  salutes  Jeannelie  Foster  and 
BarbaraGner  two  great  literary  pioneers 
ot  lesbian  liberation  We|oinwilhoui 
reviewers  in  paying  tribute  to  their  en> 
during  works 

Kana  Jay  describes  the  i n credible dl t- 
I  ficultieswhichJeannetteFosteren- 
j  countered  in  wt  iting  Se>  Verier)!  Women, 
SherniiCheda  takes  a  fresh  look  at  the 
second  edit  ion,  and  MaidaTilchen  talks 
|  abouttheliterarygoodiesinLesoiana 

Aspy  in  the  house 
of  sexuality 

The  making  of  a  book 
As  Lesbians,  i  ike  other  oppressed 
groups  before  us,  reach  out  toctaim  the 
herstory  long  denied  tous  by 
predominantly  male,  heterosexual 
historians,  one  woman  —  JeannelteH 
Foster—  comes  lomosl  minds  as  our 
unchallenged  foremother  in  this  hold 
For  in  1956.  in  the  twilight  ol  theMcCar 
ihy  era.  Jeannelie  Foster  published  Se« 
Variant  Women  in  Literature  with  $2000 
ot  her  own  money,  a  year  s  salary 

Alioonadosof  the  work,  which  up  un 


til  now  was  available  only  to  those  able  to 
pay  up  to  S30  pe' copy  to  rare  boc* 
dealers  or  to  those  near  oneot  the  few 
nbfanes  m  the  country  containing  a 
copy,  will  tell  you.  with  absolute  reverenc*. 
Ot  the  monumental  significance  ol 
Sei  Variant  Women  in  Literature  The 
opus  catalogues  with  great  accuracy 
almost  every  work  dealing  with  Lesbians 
Irom  Biblical  and  ancient  Greek 
literature  through  the  tinjl  half  ot  the 
twentieth  century  thebookiifullol 
tascmatmg  bibliographical  information 
imost  people  are  startled  that  so  many 
lamous  authors,  suchas  Mary 
Wollstonecratt.wroteone  Lesbian  work), 
careful  plot  analyses,  and  even  brief 
biographical  sketchesof  some  Lesbian 
writers  Andlhework  is  not  confined 
merely  to  works  in  English  or  to  better 

■    me  poems 
of  Sappho,  but  it  also  lists  barely  known 
works  m  English,  French,  andGer  man, 
among  other  languages  In  short,  the  real 
marvel  of  this  work  is  not  the  lacl  lhat  Dr 
Foster  gathered  material  on  such  well- 
known  Lesbian  writers  as  Radclylle  Hall 
I  The  Wellot  Loneliness),  but  lhat  she 
discovered  such  obscure  American 
writers  living  and  writing  in  France  For 
example,  she  discovered  Natalie  Barney 
(known  as  the  wild  girl  Irom  Clni  Inattl  i 

|  whowrotescathinglytunnyand 

I  iccounts  of  some  of  her  con- 
temporaries, and  Re  nee  Vivien  (Pauline 
Tarn),  who  was  considered  to  be  one  ol 

i  thebest  French  poeisol  her  lime. Or 
ralher,  Dr  Foster  rediscovered  them. as 
they  had  been  almost  completely  forgot- 
ten, despite  the  lact  thai  several  of  them. 
including  Natalie  Barney  and  her  lover 
Romalne  Br  ooks(an  American  porirail 
painter  and  also  a  member  ol  this  circle 
ol  Lesbians  living  in  France)  were  very 
muchalivein1956 
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much  o*  which  was  not  eawy  and  which 
culminated  inastruggietopubiisnthe 
oompWad  material  It  ail  atari ed  when 
jaannelle  Foster  read  volume  two  ol 
Havetock  EiM  Srudiesolthe 
Pi ycnoiogyorSe*  while  she  was  an  un- 
dergraduate at  Rocktord  College  new 
rw  native  Chicago  In  IMS  book  she 
discovered  i  he  subiect  ol 
homose.uai-iy     Then.- she  told  me, 'I 
began  a  b-bhography  ol  various  sources. 
Dutld.dnlgelacnAncelo0oany1h.rvg 
about  It  until  I  moved  tothe  East  Coast 
(Philadelphia] 

The  paih  to  mtormalion.  however ,  was 
not  atwaysas  simple  as  going  to  libraries 
in  the  Philadelphia  area-  For  example, 
there  were  only  lour  copies  olCatuiie 
MendesMeph'SfOpne'ainiheUnited 
Slates  One wasmtheRiilenhouse Club 
in  Philadelphia,  which  wouldn  ladmn 

women  — lor  any  reason  AsDr  Fosier 
told  me,  "l  went  down  ihere  one  Salurday 
morning  and  as^ed.  'Please  might  I  be 
admtlled  merely  to  Ihe  library  (which  was 
alroniroom  —  I  wouldn  l  even  have  had 
lomeetanyoMheptousmembersi''  No.l 
couldn't  enter  its  pious  walls  So  I  went 
Dachoul  and  linked  to  IheaasiMant 

librarian  of  the  University  of  Penn 
sylvama.whowasaniceguy.andhe 
:.  grinned  ac  I  .a  I'm  a 

■  member ut in.  o.n. 
1   ihalbookoutifyoupromisetoreadil 
,  office    So  I  read 
I  ,pr,6ia  —  il  wasabout  392 
pages  l  or «,  .Hiceata 

distanldesk.sorlui  II 

ftndiotaoflunny 
,  thlngshappenedi'i" 

PorhJipMt  w.'iiJeannette  Foster  s 
good  humour  which  kept  her  implacably 
onthetiailof.i'ivmaieriitiwhichmighl 

■nation  on  sexvananl 
*omon(whichlolheauthormeana  dil 
lering  trom  a  Chosen  standard,   without 
necessarily  thesexuai  implications 
associated  with  the  word  Lesbian)  On 
another  occasion,  she  learned  lhat  there 
i  wBsacopyOtMan/.AF'clionbyMary 
WollstonocratlatYale  "lhadtotakea 
1  library  school  class  Irom  Drexel  on  a  tour 
ol  the  New  York  area,"  she  told  me. '  and 
alter  lhadgoiien  as  larasCdH, 
sent  ihem  home  —  they  were  all  graduate 
students,  and  Iheydldn't  needa 
chapeione  lioohanorthboundtralnlo 
New  Haven  I  got  ihereainighi.andlwas 
at  Yale's  doors  when  lheunivKr-.it » 
opened  the  library  al  eight  Ihe  ne<l  mor 
mng.  and  Head  all  Oay  Mary 
WollslonecraH'sMery.AFicfror)  So 
that  show  that  got  into  my  bibliography 
I  m  sure  thai  was  the  only  copy  in  IhlS 
country" 

Obviously,  the  largest  library  of  seiuai 
material  m  the  UnitedSiates  was 
detinilelynoiat  ihe  Drexel  Institute  nor 
in  Ihe  Philadelphia  area  but  at  the  Kinsey 
Institute  alBtoommglon,  Indiana,  so  oil 
Jeannet  te  Foster  went  to  work  as  their 
librarian  Irom  1948  until  1952. 
The  position  paid  her  more  than 
shecouldmakeatlhattimeasa 
professor  ol  library  science,  but  n  was 
clearly  not  Ihe  money  that  interested  her 
She  wasaspy  m  the  house  olse«uaii/ 
and  when  she  had  got  ihe  mtormalion 
shewanied.  she  lelt  the  Kinsey  institute 
andlookapos.tionatlheUniversityol 
Missouri  at  Kansas  City  (then  iheUmvei 
■  ■■hsolwhat 
Kmsey  was  paying  her  And  I  believe  that 
her  dedication  was  so  great  thai 

.  j  a  i  Horary  been  the  Pope's 
(which On  '■  ''-' ,nan 

. 
i    :  ess  to  it  (or  perhaps  disguised 
■  bc  amonKs'hceitisdoobtlul 
whether  nuns  are  admitted  to  this  collec- 
tion1! 

Aderove' thirty  yea/so' rei^ 

,-.bibl.ographyturned 
•ntoabOokolover40Dpage5 
packed inlonnation   'Asitgrew.lbegan 
toseethepatlernforaboo*   I 
workedawfuiiyhardiotindai  I 

,,idbegnwiihihewordse«  As 
I  had  ica.-rved  Irom  searching 
bibliographies  atitiebeginningwithlhe 
word  *e«  couldn  I  be  ignored! " 


Mfn  !itiea»>d  ihe  completion 
ol  the  book  it  sell  were  only  the  beginning 
otO  Foster  struggle  Shehadtoimda 
puoiiaherlorherworti  ShewestoWend 
also  realised  that  Ihis  was  not  the  sort  ot 
material  a  regular  trade  publisher  would 
Handle  so  she  too*  he.  book  toover  a 
doieni*wvers<1y  presses  Out  they 
weren  t  wii  ung '  o  pubi  .sh  1 1  eitner.  and  H 
was  obvious  Irom  one  o«  twoieiect  ion 
letters  that  some  presses  wouldn't  even 
read  a  manuscript  on  sei  variant  women 
Finally.  Or  Foster  sent  it  to  Rutgers 

■,  Press     Rutgers  Kept  it  tor 
sevenmonthsbecauseawoman  whose 
name  t  nave  fortunately  lorgolten  —  the 
manager  was  out  of  town  —  wtio 
lived  in  lower  New  York  took  it  home  and 
lei  all  her  trienOS  read  it  During  those 
seven  months,  the  editor  ot  Ihe  press 


mtooW n>on  nrvadn 
reviewed  except  lor  one  very  negative 
review  in  a  paychMOQy  pottieelion  and  a 
biial  menlton  in  the  Kamaa  t :■' . 
The  author  received  no  publicity,  no 
money ,  no  lame,  and  probacy  a*  a  con- 
»eou«noe,noha«a»ameni  Yel.the 
proven>aig»«P«vine(wilhtheheipol  "»• 
Ladder  the  lesbian  puWicat"  :-■ .. 
ravedabout  the  book  to*  yeartl  accom- 
plished whet  the  pubtishtng  industry 
couldn't  and/or  wouldn't  Wordollhe 
book's  quality  Spread  apparently  by 
word  ol  moulh  and  also  by  later  Lesbian 
scholars  (and  ol  her  researchers)  who 
mentioned  her  pioneering  work  in  loot 
noiesor  other  relerences  And  ironically, 
by  the  lime  Df  Fosterwasover  eighty, 
partially  paralysed  and  living  manursing 
home  m  Arkansas  when  most  ol  the 


I  wrote  three  hundred  letters  a 
week  (sixty  letters  a  day)  lor 
(our  years  while  I  edited  The 
Ladder  I  was  highly  organized. 
1  lived  more  or  less  away  Irom 
the  world  lor  twenty  years. 
Ourmg  the  lour  years  that  1 
edited  The  Ladder,  I  held  down 
a  lour  or  a  six  hour  job  every 
day  .But  I  didn't  do  any  thing 
else  By  that  I  mean  that  t  did 
not  take  walks,  see  a  show  — 
no,  I  did  — I  saw  one  show  and 
twoballgames  That's  it .1 
mean  I  did  not  do  any  ol  the 
things  we  think  ol  in  terms  ol 
recrealion.  I  got  up,  I  went  to 
work ,  I  came  home.  I  did  my 
share  ol  the  house,  and  I  spent 
the  nighl  aline  typewriter,  or 
reading  when  I  couldn'l  sit  up 
any  longer. 

Barbara  Grier  (Gene  Damon) 


,    .   ,,..  i   ... .,,       ,  .  easoragmed 
lldn'twinl 
il  lobethetirst  title  which  came  out  un- 

..mi  whenhewaslhe 
editor  SothailimshedilwithRuigers 
That  was  the  point  at  which  I 
decided  -  becauseit  was  almost  si  uck, 
so  when  il  became  unsluck  —  lo  come 
miosubsidy publishing  lhad|ust read 
The  Rogue  ol  Publishers'  Rowby  Edward 
Uhlan  It  s  the  story  ol  subsidy 

fj.and  thfl  only  reason  I  never 
evensenl  my  manuscript  toEnposillon 
Piess(Uhlan'spressi.  which  was  the  lirsl 
ol  thesubstdy  presses,  was  he  spends       ^ 
hisdrsi  chapter  saying  that  theminute 
he  advertised  he  was  m  ihe  subsidy 
publishing  business,  why  ol  course  the       j 
hrsimassot  material  he  got  was  Irom 
perverts,  who  wantedal  last  to  gel  their 
.run  published    I  located  it  with  Van 
lage  I  wanted  io  locate  it  wilh  Pageani. 
bul  the  Pageanl  job  was  more  e<  pensive 
by  quite  a  lot.  .  Actually  they  wouldn't 
nave  been,  had  I  known  what  amess  the 
one  that  printed  me  was  going  to  make 
Tr.e  v  gave  it  toabsolutely  illilerate 
readers  who  altered  my  script  II  there's 
one  tmng  I'm  proud  ol.>i  smyablHtj  la 
wnledecent  English  naught  college 
English  lor  ten  years,  and  I  know  I  can 
write  legible  English  And  meedilorsand 
Ihereadersmesse  .i 
back  the  way  i  had  wnt  ie'    ,  andlsaid 
That  5rano*s  or  else  And  they  charged 
me  lot  author  saileration^' 

AndsoherS2CX' 
nevertoberecoupefl  torwhw 
refused  to  send  them  any  further  money. 
. 

she  owed  them.  Vantage  then  sold  the 
Bnttshrtghl  ■  lerLtd. 

whopublishedthe^ 
Fosterlearnedoii't 
readingaboutitinPi..' 

M  she 
neverrece  .  hatMle.ln 

faci.she'ir  i  nolS240 

when  a  second  hand  dealer  bought  the 
2400  remaining  unbound.  unlWded 
sheetsonnebookllromano- 
tingot3SOQ)at10ipe«copy 

Thus  a  book  which  had  ta*- *: 
ol  preparation  seemingly  supped quieily 


world  assumed  she  must  be  long  dead. 

ihe  ii  mandfoi  hi  rl v  hidn  ■"  fti  d 

5uch  proportions  thai  Diana  Pressof 
Baltimore  repnnied  it  m  1976 
And  so.  Or  Foslet  s  lileiong  work,  her 

laith  in  that  work,  and  her.. i.  M 

tohaveit  published  wore  not  vain  or 
vaguedroamsbutwererepresentaliveof 
the  dreamsand  aspirations  ol  many 
women.  As  a  result ,  Jeannetle  Foster's 
slruggleagainsl  closeted  knowledge 
and  an  obstinalepubiishing  industry  has 
been  won  —  not  only  lor  her  but  also  lor 
the  many  Lesbian  and  lemmist  her 

.innanvwrnjl  ■■■'  i"'  '" '  ':' '    '""    ' 

on  Ihe  torch  she  so  bravely  hi  lor  us 

by  Karla  Jay 
KarlaJay.  1976 

Sex  Variant  Women 
in  Literature 

Jeannette  Foster  (with  anew  alter- 

word  by  Barbara  Grier ) 

Diana  Press,  1975, 2nded, $900 

Beginning  with  aniiguity,  Jeannette 
Foster  fuilydocuments  twenty  sixcen. 
i/Jesternliteraiure.bothpoeify 
I)  .  iron  whichdeaiswilhfemalesen 
yartanlthemet  ^r.tienbywomenand 
men  She  usesihe  world  'variant'  rather 
than  lesbian'  so  as  to  include  non 

:  a'jstonsandyouthfulcrushe* 
asrecordedin  the  literature  of  France, 
Germany  Enrjlandand  North  America 

She  familiarizes  us  with  Ihelull range 
ol  Greek  variant  literature  rather  than 

- 1  di  ing  only  on  Ihe  already 
tamous Sappho  From  the  sum  century 
BC  unt  il  the  tenth  century  AD  there  was 
little  recorded  writing  ol  any  kind,  and 
wtiiiethegteanmgsonthissubiecllrom 
mediaeval  society  are  sparse,  the  author 
e<pertry  ties  lhi»  in  to  Ihe  generally  limited 
position  ol  women  in  this  period  the 
option  ol  being  either  an  angel  or  edevit 
Long  be'exe  Siasi  and  the  second  wave 
Ol  feminism.  Jeannette  Foeier  had  noted 
that  witcbe*.  were  wis* women'  neeiing 
.nsandrrudwilefy 
The  largest  section  ol  the  book  ooiv 


March/Body  Politic 


ndaptri  on  the  nineteenth 
and  haertatn  friiu'*  for m Wowing 
now  tha  ute»ature  rafiaeiad  the  looti 
*>Jtx>  ■(--_*■  ti/na»trvoognouTfLngi«r. J 
FrarKeend Germany  she docurnentft 
i"-  tint  anyrwri  •  rights  Struggle and  ma 
effeciilr^in  freeing  upthe  literature  In 
the  twenhath  century  section. »"»«"« 
ue  an  overview  of  tn*  various  soentft « 
waonea  of  homoeei  ueiity  to  set  the 
aceneforthewriiingthatfot'owed  Then, 
country  by  couniry.  year  by  year  Jean- 
naita  Foeier1*  unerring  research  gives  us 
•wi  dona  simple  PI01  outlines  concen 
traiingon  variant  episodes  Butshemn. 
terested  not  only  in  Lesbian  scenes  cm  i 
aisoin  how  iheeharactera  mine  novels 
vievrrwnoaeiuaiiiyandhowiheaulho's 
:  na**a«'oip»  Her  knowledge  is  SO  >m- 
I  manaetnaiiheisalsoaMetoinvesligaie 
ihe  androgynous  themes  in  the 

With  its  extensive  notes,  304-item 
cm  urography,  well  done  index  and 
fAirtur* Grier  supdatei  1956- 1974j.  this 
Booh  it  an  excellent  and  important 
'   rot»ranc«  work,  and,  becauseof  ■■  --*  *■ 
1   InwMtywill  m  <■*■    i  in  itlVB,  is  also  an 
intriguing  and  lascmating  book  to  read 
Hnr  history  of  women  is  Impeccable  as  is 
nor  hutory  o>  literature,  and  her  analysis 
of  bothis  very  sophisticated  Due  to 
Jeanne  I  te  Foster's  ironic  sense  ol 
humour,  mere  is  nol  one  dry  word  in  what 
Is  essentially  a  very  academic  research 
protect  She  delineates  Ihe  malepoint 
olview' and  the 'female  point  ol  view  and 
makes  important  connections 
throughout  Ihe  book  which  tlesiones. 
periods  ol  history,  and  pomisot  view 
logoihor 

Her  approach  la  reasoned,  well 
thought  out  and  intelligent  II  only  the 
publishers  had  been  able  lo  produce  a 
more  sturdy  book  Unfortunately.  Ihe 
publishers  chose  to  use  the  original  1956 
plates,  and  the  marQinsare  loo  small 
Also,  this  thick  paperback  was  glued 
raider  lhan  sewn  so  that  il  tails  apart  in 
your  hands  during  Ihe  lirsl  leading  Nol      . 
ii'imycopyhadthelast twenty 
S.I  iDrartesshould 
make  sure  inoy  haven  Perma  bound  In 
spilool  those  technical  dm  n  ullla* 
Diana  Press  deserves  accolades  tor 
reprinting  mis  book  and  making  it 

.iv  lll.l|jl>'ti>,i  .vnli'i  ,nii]l..'n.... 

Why  haa  somuch  variant  literature 
been  ignored'  f  osier  has  mo  answer 
"Men.  who  pass  some  nine-ienthsot  Ihe 
judgements  upon  it.  are  attempting  to 
evaluate  a  realm  of  experience  in  which 
I  irst  ■  hand  knowledge  i  s  impossible  to 
I  ham," 

bySherrillCheda 

Lesbiana 

Book  Reviews 
from  The  Ladder  1966-72 
Barbara  Grier  (Gene  Damon) 
Naiad  Press.  1976. $5.75 

Piclure  Ihe  study  ol  lesbian  liter, iluie 
without  Gene  Damon  It  would  present  as 
great  a  dilemma  as  I  hat  facing  I  hose  who 
are  now  lust  beginning  to  investigate  the 
lost  past  of  lesbian  music,  ar  I,  or  history 
iiv  weknew  whothey  were      Bui  in 

.-ilure,  Gene  Damon's 
me  ol  met  icul  ous  research  has 
resulied  in  a  bibliographical  master 
piece  Her  incredibly  complete  biblio- 
graphy 7rlei.esoianir>ti(erafunf.has 
more  than  30O0  entries  detailing  ail 
liclion  and  poetry  in  English  relevant  lo 
Lesbians  AndOamon  scolumn 

■    rvrtleil  ran  monthly  in  Tne 
Ladder  magazine  (or  man  wears,  went 
beyond  basic  bibliographic  information 
to  present  short  reviews  and  commentary 
on  hundreds  of  books  There'snoneedto 
start  searching  tor  the  lesbian  s  past  in 

i  funks  to  Gene  Dan 
as  it  someone  went  through  a  coai  mine 
and  put  signs  on  all  the  diamonds  saying 
hare  I  ami" 
Naiad  Press  has  now  published  m  one 
volume  the  Lesbian  , 
I'Om  I96t  I 

-poea/ed 
-,  com 
■ 
<  rnswidex  audience  angsiso 
mah  ing  t  ham  much  mono  convenient  as  a 
reference  tool 


Demon  bacen  nfit  • 

"»l*W'n  1957  G 

Bofumndfte  ipadBi 

released  books  thel  a 
der  reader*  ' 
annotated,  and  t  malty  evohred  into  me 
LaSOiane  column  .th-ch  consisted  o' 
snort  chatty  reviews  Heading  Gner  s 
'  j.>ng  a  weit-inf  ormed 
Kiand  till  you  in  on  what  s  realty  tn- 
t  wasting  in  lesOan  literature  each  month 


r.,  ■JRsMa' 


available  toa  new  general  ran  of  raeden 

■ 
continuing  T  he  boohs  reviewed  ere 
probeoty  no  lew  nerd  10  obtain  than  the? 
were  when  trie  co*umn*we>r  - 
and  me  reviews  are  not  at »'  i  dated 
People  who  read  Literal  ure  with  a  capital 

ft  oiy  compuan  about  Guar  s 
omnivorousaititudeaboutbooks  They 


Guar's  style  is  personal,  neve' pedan- 
lic,  and  always  enthusiastic  and 
stimulating  Even  her  biting  comments 

are  usually  more  amusing  than  m,H  sni. 

wrilesof  one  booh,   And,  conr1 

ol  it,  this  book  is  less  interesting  thana 

'     '  ■"■'•'  salsotho 
ultimata  Lesbiana' accolade    lor  the 
lew.  caviar  I    Without  being  wordy, 
scholarly,  or  tedious,  they  ten  you  wnal 
you  need  to  know  whether  abook  will  be 
Ot  interest  anrJ  how  well  the  treatment  ot 
lesbianism  is  handled 

Grier  compiled  the  columns  ihrough 
her  own  research,  which  included 
reading  book  reviews  from  many 
magazines  and  those  provided  by  book 

-.iLessuchasKirkustgenerally 
readbylibranans  |  I  (any  review  men- 
tioned or  implied  lesbian  characters  or 
plot,  Oamon  obtained  Ihe  book,  often 
Ihrough  mterlibrary  loan  Another  source 
of  information  were  her  Ladder  readers, 
who  wrote  toherlrom  all  over  Ihe  United 
Siales  and  the  world  losupply  book 
reviews  as  welt  as  information  about 
booksnot  in  English  or  books  missed  m 
compiling  Trie  Lesbian  in  Literature 
bibliography  Gnerwasespecially 
thorough  in  searching  out  British  titles 
ihat  were  nol  published  in  me  US  The 
Lesbiana  columns  mainly  cover  novels, 
but  Gner  also  included  relevant  non- 
ftCtiDfl  feminist  works,  and  ternim  51 
children  s books,  part iculaily 
biographies 

As  editor  of  The  Ladder,  Grier  was  an 
sciive  figure  mine  gay  movement  thai 
existed  before  Stonewall  In  one  f  967 
review  she  wrote 

ThOSeolyouwhowmceaMhaiiiasti 
word,  toleration,  would  do  M  a 
examine  the  almost  universal 

i     i   -iii  it..-3e  toward  the 
sexual  We  do  accept  them,  are 

allowed  to  beiandpr  i  r 
tolerate  mem  it  this  were  a  diiio 

n,  we  would  indeed  nave  no 
need  torahomophiie  movement  tor 
with.n  ihe  implications  (in  Mr 
Magees  closing  remarks)  are  the  legal 
and  social  reforms  we  seek 

iLesOUr: 


Lesbianherstoryis  exciting  and  the  sources  exist  Willingness 

to  spend  the  time  reading  and  compiling  is  hall  the  battle. 

The  possibilities  are  staggering  l  nave  dies  overt  lowing 

with  un-worked  information  —  probably  three 

thousand  cards  —  notes  on  women  I've 

personally  not  had  time  to  research  fully 

or  even  at  all. .  they  all  need  to  be 

talked  about  because  all  the 

women  out  there  are  really 

waiting  to  hear  .There  are 

many  women  to  tind.  many 

lesbians  to  write  about  and 

tor...  We  have  togoout 

on  hills  and  listen  tor 

the  line  wild  sweet  singing 

ol  our  past  and  record  it 

lor  our  future. 


trom  rn#Poi(i6''iii»)*'aS'»9ife'"i(j, 
speech  delivered  before  the  2nd  Ai 
Lothian  Writers  Conference 
by  Barbara  Grior  in  Chicago 
September  t9, 1975  Printed 

1976  Dy  Woman  prr*»i 
Bo.  59330,  Chicago. 
".606*5 


mighl  hke  to  remind  Ihemse'ves  lhal 
Great  Writers,  who  traditionally  have  had 
to  be  male  lobe  considered  great,  rarely 
concerned  themselves  with  women  ex- 
cept m  relation  tomen.  So  lesbian 
literature  is  lound  mostly  in  obscure 
novels  by  minor  writers  .Its  obscurity 
iloes  nol  mean  it  lacks  quality 

Those  who  search  lor  Ihe  past  ol 
lesbians  in  books  have  had  the  trail 
carefully  marked  tor  them  by  Gene 
Oamon/ Barbara  Grier  Her  work  is  so 
undeniably  significant  logay  literature 
that  if  surely  deserves  this  year's 
American  Library  Association  Gay 
Caucus  award  lor   Gay  Book,  of  Ihe 
Year" 

byMaldaTllchen 
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Naiad 
Press 

N3iadpiessisasmaiiies0.ani:.rt 
tour  worn*  -  Dromotlonal 

director  Seven  books  have  appeared  under 

Piess  Tnespir-eiode  tour 
■ 
Breatti  Trie  Latecomer  ana  7of/'eiandoneby 
Rohm  Jordan  iSpea*  Our.  HrHpj-t),  Gene 
Damon  sbiOiiograpny  fir  I 
L'/^rui-eanorwrx-'.*  rwnew 

■  ■■.■■■" 
the  Renee  Vmen  novel  A  Woman  Appea>e<tro 
*fa  Fofcompieteiniormaiion  untelo  The 
Naiad  Press  Bo«  50^   .'. 
Rano  Nevada  8951 3  USA 
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Our  Image 

Gay  American  History 

Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 

in  the  USA 

Jonathan  Kat.* 

Croweil  (Fitzhenry  and  WhUestdt 

mCanada),  1976.$11  75|papeO 

~Oi^rnarn.s(or<«nw>»rMnwrhe0irrro/ 

tanning  ffta  spark  o'  nope  in  mepeif  wno 

it  tirmty  convinced  rhai  mrmrt  fne  deed 

wirtnofbesere/romrAeeneYnvrffte 

wins  And  this  enemy  has  not  c**t*d  to 

be  victorious  " 

Walter  Beniamm.  illuminations 
Ckir  lives  would  be  unendurable  if  we  did 
not  i or gei  ihe  guilt,  the  reiection,  and  (he 
fear  that  our  gay  love  had  lo  struggle 
against  when  we  first  recognued  our 
seiuaiiiy  Bui  to  tor  gel  isalsoto  lorgive 
what  should  not  be  forgiven  it  just  ice  and 
liberation  are  to  prevail  Such 
'org  iveness  on  I  y  al  10  ws  the  reproducl  ton 
ol  the  conditions  whichmaintam  m 
lustice  and  oppression  Tolorge'past 
suflermg  is  lotorgive  the  forces  thai 
caused ii  withouldefeatingiheselorces 
Each  ot  us  has  struggled  to  lorget  painful 
experiences  and  move  beyond  them,  but 
there  comes  a  moment,  such  as  now. 
when  we  must  return  to  Ihe  past  and 
recognire  collectively  the  pain  and  out 
blind,  almost  hopeless  Struggle  for  af- 
firmation We  must  recognue  the 
terrible  destruction  mat  gay  people  have 
suttered  The  irony  ol  gay  experience  is 
thai  our  "troubles"  are  rooted  in  the 
discovery  of  love  and  sexual  expression 

Our  history  is  a  foreshadowing  ol  an 
achievement  As  Jonathan  Kat;  em 
phaaures  in  the  introduction  tohis  book, 
uur  past  reveals  our  suffering,  and  our 
(allure  to  live  according  lo  our  needs  But 
If  aisocelebraiesour  unreal  lied  hopes 
and  potential 

Gay  American  Mistorv  is  Ihu  Inst 
collection  ol  material  to  document  the 
everyday  lite  ol  gays  ihroughout  a 
nation's  history  Approximately  200 
documents  help  communicate  Ihe   lived 
experience  "ol  gay  people's  lives  In  the 
USIrom  1566  lo  1976  These  documents 

aregroupodintosix  sections     In 

"Treatment"  (more  trouble,  but  trom  doc- 
tors and  shrinks),  "Passing  Women". 
"Native  Amerlcans/Gay  Americans", 
Resistance ',  and  "Love"  Each  ol  the 
sectionetas  well  as  each  document)  is 
introduced  byKat*  He  puis  each  gtoup 
ol  documents  inlohisloncal  perspective 
and  otters  some  analysis  ol  Ihe  more 
putrllng  altitudes  and  behaviour  These 
mltoduclions  are  invaluable,  especially 
in  so  innovative  a  book  as  this  one  These 
groupings  are  very  rough,  and  the 
malenal  in  various  seciionslrequently 
overlaps 

Two  ol  the  sections  aredevotedlo 
special  groups. '  Passing  Women"  te  a 
collection  ol  stories  aboul  women  who 
chose  to  pan  agimieti  —  allhei 
because  they  were  lesbians  or  were 
rebelling  against  an  oppressive  and 
narrow  female  role  KaUhasaisoitv 
eluded  a  section  on  gay  American  In- 
dians —  an  inclusion  which  is 
remarkable  man  American  historical 
work. 

With  this  book  we  cannow  reclaim 
these  vital  experiences  ol  our  history  h 
is  remarkable  how  much  ol  this  "lived 
experience"  seems  already  familiar, 
probably  because  gays  must  always 
struggle  lo  escape  ihelr  isolation  and 
then  invisibility  in  a  heterosexual  world 
Th  is  struggle  appears  to  have  mot  ivated 
many  to  search  lor  olher  gay  people  in 
the  public  worlds  ot  politics,  art  and 
literature  The  response  ol  Wall  Whit- 
man s  homo  sex  uai  contemporaries 
(such  as  Edward  Carpenter,  J  A  Syrnonds. 
and  Charles  Warren  Stodhardj  tohis 
Calamus'  poems  was  no  different  trom 
my  own  passionate  response  to  Iheu 
male  eroticism. 

The  most  valuable  achievement  ot  this 
be  lastimu  late  our  sense  of 
,  vitniheiesbiansandgaymen 
ol  the  past  It  wilimakeusawareotthe 
long  history  of  persecution  Main 
ance  to  which  we  owe  our  present  strug 
gletO" iteration  Thishistorycanonfyem- 
phasrze  the  tremendous  misery  of  those 
whose  tn»-.r.,rt  so  lung  been  muffled 
by  Ihe  ciosi-i  .  *e  an  have  lived  to  And  of 

Ourtmaga/3 


Our  Image 


-  «T>pi«»O*|0v  end  bravery  have 
»K>  BW1  MM"  by  IN*  *••'  «cc«p<M 
oppf»asiO« 

*■    nil  nhatii Willi rirr-    '"■ 
Dot*  win  be  the  future  rwaioncai  tlurJ«as 
.1  it.rr«jum»*  Katz  has  spent  Irveyeara 
saw  cnmg  out  tnn  meas  ol  suppreaaax) 
(nperianca  lnanotnarlivairee/»,  '"h'» 

DO0k»uCCM(]*  HWt'ltMKXMIyOUl 

dated 

The**  are  no  mtf  achievamenis 
Nonetheless.  I  ne'e areimporteni 

P#c*ir/m»  with  the  boo*  Problems  lor 
in*  moil  part  inherent  tn  the  pioneering 
character  ol  the  work,  Out  problems 
1   whicnmustDeovereorne  Gayhistory 

'»i  v»*  tremendous  theoretical  and 
i   rrwlhodologtcaJ  issues  Nor  are  these 
iuum  purely  academic,  They  reflect  the 
fundamental  way  we  see ourselves  as 
!   soewl«ndnt»twic«i  people  Kau  1>m 
i   aellreelizeslhisandreleralolhe 
j   theoretical  importance  of  gay  history  lor 

ourundersiandingofhumanaexuaiity. 
'   maleandlomaleroles.lhesexuai 

iheoppiessionol 
women,  and  Ihe  character  ol  friendship 
and  love  Katz  himaeinrequentiy  must 
develop  tome  ad noctn> 
analyses  when  he  wanH  lointerpret  the 
meaning  ot  women  choosing  lopass  as 
men,  Of  whelher  Alexander  Hamilton 
wassenuallyaiiracled  to  John  Laurens 
Bolh  ot  ihese  eramples  Mem  lo 
ganeraleinierpretalions  which  need 

i.irnainollhewomen 
chose  lopass  as  men  m  order  lo  escape 
Irom  an  unattractive  female  role  — 

sometimes  there  was  a  lemll  I    ■ 

plicll  in  this,  sometimes  there  was  a  rigid 
insistence  on  male prerogallves.  Or  in 
inemiroduciion  to  the  "Love"  seel  ion 
Katzasserisihai  straights  reduce  gay 
poopletolheirse*oaiily,ar.i]it..ii  Ihe)  Iry 
to  avoid  imagining  gay  people  as  sexual 
stall  Botharoplausiblebolh 
stereolypes  could  be  instruments  ot  op- 
pression, both  probably  oust,  but  they 
probably  eml  in  dilterent  circumaiarv 
cosand  during  different  porioda 

IL  ■  .hi,-.-  II"'  fm-.I.   n-.ll'..  '.IH-'   l-'il    .1 

such  diverse  cultural  milieu*,  over  such 
an  emended  time  per  lod ,  Kat  is  desire  lo 
proparearKsforrcefaccounlolgayllleis 

actually  neutralized  to  somecx  km  i  Qui 
ol  any  historical  context,  these  gay  lives 
stem  almost  ahistoncai  But  this  19  only 
I  ho  beginning 

Katz  should  have  emphasised  much 
more  I  he  absolute  necessity  oltheory  lor 
understanding  gay  history  1  Ikeil 
chaeology.  gay  hlslory  is  engaged  in  a 

!  .r I"1  I'i'.'i  iinili.ni>.'lt>i.-i  ."  uhi'renl 

account  ot  the  everyday  Hteol  gay  people 
m  the  past.  Where  we  have  documents, 
il  Morals,  upperc  lass  people. 
Bui  homosexual  feelings  have  been 
repressed  trom  the  conscious 
awareness  ol  many  men  and  women 
throughout  history  Gayhistory  can  and 
musl  be  fashioned  even  without  written 
documents  History  can bediscovered 
Irom  anything  that  the  historian's 
Ingenuity  may  lead  him  orher  10  employ 
demographic  data,  criminal  staiisi  his 
child  raising  manuals,  lie  artifacts  and 
homesof  same-sei  couples  wholived 
together  Bui  m order  tocrealeausabfe 


pasi  from  such  rjnwM  •owe**,  theory  >» 
r#iabeoMe  necessity  Ae»pons*»eirv 
!•*•***•  about  gay  history  can  Ortly  Da 
drawn  1 1  *•  are  •■  c  1  ic  1  r  about  our 
aesumpt  tons  and  evidence 

As  Kau  rvmsmf  is  aware  a  history  ot 
c>aypeopto  and  !he-r  experience 'mpties 
a  new  »■  nd  of  history,  a  history  ot 
everyday  Die.  In  work  mg-c  lass  history, 
and  among  hisioriansol  Blacks  and 
women  ihe  new  approach  >s  already 
beginningtoemerge  There  seems  to  be 
an  additional  reluctance  lor  historians  10 
take  gay  history  seriously .  This  rel  lects 
ihe  homophobia  ol  society  at  large  — 
tears  ol  individuals,  gay  and  straight,  lo 

i-^eives  wilhsucha 
stigmatized  topic  Gay  history  isaiso 
more  difficult  than  women's.  Black  or 
working-class  his  lory  because,  unlike 
these  groups,  homosexuals  rarely  show 
up  In  demographic  Bfldgiovonwnort 
statistic* 

No*  lor  a  moment  should  anyone 
assume  thai  gay  history  isonly  another 
academic  subject  a, 
collegecourse  Humanpeingscanknow 
themselves  only  from  history  — imagine 
aJewor  a  Black  without  knowledge  ol 
hisorherhistory  Weonlybegmtoknow 
who  we  are  when  we  discover  ourselves 

.  relationship  withour 
hisloricai  environment  Indeed,  ou' 
political  survival  is  dependent  on  under- 
standing our  history  Thegreat  Manual 
thinker  Antonio  Gramso  always  em- 
phasized that  political  liberation 
required  a  coheren  I  and  critical  viewol 
history  and  ones  place  in  it  Otherwise.il 
our  social  and  historical  consciousness 
is  disjointed  and  episodic  we  have  no 
chance  ol  changing  me  world  and  giving 
ourselves  a 'ree  place  m  it 

byJellreyEscolller 


Lover 

Bertha  Harris 

Daughters  Inc.,  1976,  $4.95 

Bertha  Harris  third  novel,  Lover,  is 
violent,  lunny,  beautiful,  intelligent,  in 
ventive  sentence  by  sentence,  short  sec 
tlon  by  short  seclion,  lull  of  ideas, 
pronouncementsand  lokes  about  ilseil 
There  are  lol  s  of  characters,  tots  of  plots 
It  gives  Ihe  impression  lhat  if  it  ever 
stopped  spinning  into  a  new  slory  snalcb- 
ed  Irom  (own  gossip,  family  history, 
legends  ol  saints  and  martyrs,  dirly 
jokes,  dfeams.  Lover  would  disintegrate 
intoso  terrible  an  exhaustion  il  couldn't 
oven  self  destiuct  II  is  verbal  energy 
alonelhat  keeps  11  alive  and  sets  11  apart 
(torn  itsobviouslitefary  sources  in 
southern  golhic  and  ex  patriate  lesbian 
romance  Renee  Vivien  takesawhole 
book.  A  Woman  Appeared  To  Me,  10  lell 
the  sell  punishing  tale  ol  her  love  lor 
Natalie  Barney.  Bert  ha  Hams  can  do  1 1  m 
half  a  sentence  'iolali  in  lovem  horrible 
detail  Hike  from  the  roololaten-stofied 
building)"  Carson  McCullers  lakes 
pages  lo  establish  the  balanced  wonder 
anddelormity  in  her  characters,  For 
Bert  ha  Harris  "Rynn  is  half  princess,  hall 
gorilla."  She  noi  only  quickly  of  lersbul 
■  asquicklytakesaway  "Bumoneol 


tneaaihingsisFtynn  Tn*yereeireeDoul 
Mtvtul  forgery  Ot  iheaulhen 
■ 

Lover  iseboul  art  asameslertul 
forgery  ot  Hie.  about  people  who  are 
torgeoas  ol  themselves,  in  love  w  .1  h 
costumes,  disguises.  ro*es  Behind  each 
character  can  be  seen  the  shadow  ol  the 
puppeieer  author.  Bet  ha  Harns.  whose 
in.tialsiumuj)onacigareiiecase  given 
loVefonica.tr»g/ardimolhei/prov»de« 
ol  the  book,  who  supports  everyone  by 
painting  lor  genes  and  who  ottenciaims 
10  invent  the  other  characters  and  their 
uvea  and  writes  1  he  end  on  the  last 
page  Fiynnciairnsoneol  her  nick 
names  is  Ben.  after  her  grandmol  her 

Flynn  S  Chief  occupation  rS  trying  to  tn 

vent  a  machine  which  would  keep  her 
pram  alive  without  her  body  so  that  it 
couldspeahihetrulh  vVatchingherten- 
year-olddaugh!e>  Flynn  wishes  her 
nothing  but  a  brain  kepi  living  ma  tank 
luiiof  marvelous  liquids  Iwanltocalla 
halt  loher  happening  breasts  and  pubic 
hair    Sometimes  the  speaker  seems  to 
be  Bertha  Hams  herself,  the  characters 
around  he*  identified  only  by  inmai.  the 
device  Christopher  Isherwood  hasused 
losuggest  veiled  idenw  - 
people.  Ail  the  major  characters  are 
reiatedtoeachoihernoi  only  through 
being  disguises  lor  Iheauthor.bul 
because  they  are  inside  Ihe  novel  km, 
grandmothers,  molhers,  sisters 
daughlers  Since  Ihey'  grow  down,  then 
up  at  Ihe  aulhor  swill,  we  see  each 
character  in  all  those  roles,  not  in  con 
vennonai  flashbacks  somuch as inan 
exchange  or  blurring  ol  identities 

me  Hum  lor  Bertha  Hams  is  noi  in  the 
.  disembodiedbrain  Flynn  exchanges  the 
tllM    Ertenlnc.  with  Brain  Machine"  lor 
lover   and  Veronica  explains.'  All  lhat 
really  happened  is  thai  t ho  lover  won  the 
beloved,  and  became  Ihe  beloved; and 
the  nature  ol  all  kinds  of  rapture  in 
eluding  this,  is  that  it  musl  Ctothellsell  in 
disguise    which  taken  all  in  all. seem 
real  enough     Flynn's  love  alien  with  a 
passionaie  but  short-lived 


Upon  the  Publication  ol  Cay  American  History 
For  ihe  Author 

II  the  History  is  successlui  it  will  soon  be  obsolete;  say 
m  live  years  Let  the  historians  taken  on  their  high  road, 
argue  ihe  anatomical  truth  of  thisopulent  nude 
or  thai  catastrophe,  what  cited  point  that's  here  today 
vanishes  lomortow,  divide  the applicanonolTitian'sotl 
(or  Ihe  whole  Renaissance!  into  tour  stages,  propose,  praise, 
debunk,  and  allirm  like  Saturday  morning  hagglers 
overtheir  pound  of  coliee  and  the  embroidered  shawl 

We'll  be  tree,  then,  10  read  il  asanoidotf  Story  toour 
younger  kind  MyihsarerTtaterW.Johathfln.iheeloquehce 
offact.  palpable  as  electrodes  Push  has  come  10  shove, 
and  you've  Invented  tacts  by  linding  those  that  empower 
us,  ihe  living 

a  people,  deep  and  holding,  in  a  turbulence 
ottrouWe.trealme»it.resiStance,senve-se^iove. 

by  Michael  Lynch 


■Irs  a  rare  read 

Lashe.  Ajten  and  Jeame  are  ouWdara. 
changelings  TtveMiuentyoieachift 
ambiguous  Jae/uei»l2  AHrjnt»Tveru*v      j 
CM.  Leslie  he*  librarian  Iriand  whodKJ* 
up  obscure  lantaay  atoriaa  lot  her 
ieame  preiers  not  todreasaa  elitlie  g-n 
Forced  lo  by  he*  mother,  she  tells  Allen.      | 
I  mm  disguise  I'm  disguised  as  Amy 
andHowardsdaughier    Forher.tne 
disjunction  with  reality  takes  the tormol 
awneel  ol  spinning  light,  a  rattle  al  her 
window,  a  nameless  tear  suppressed  by      1 
the  repetition  ol  children  s  rhymes 

Alien  doesn't  like  todresaasagrown 
man  A  transvest  ite  since  childhood,  lo*      j 
h.m  1  he  01  si  unci  ion  comes  from  being 
both  Alien  and  Ellen  He  is  almost 
destroyed  when  he  meets  Mrs  Mackon 
tie,  who  is  a  kind  Of  shaman,  and  who 
recognizes  immediately  his  dual  char  at 
ler    Wespendallotouftimestringlng 
beads,  putting  on  one  right  after  the 
other.  We  get  so  busy  doing  that    we 
torget    ihalthereareaiototbeadsanda 

,gs  lying  around  lhat  wedon'l 
pickup   Weil  I  saw  that  you  were  about 
to  si  1  p  the  ne»l  bead  on  your  si  ring  and  I 
pushed  11  away  so  you  could  n  1  get 
H. ..and your  string  broke  tor  a  mile 
while    It  happens  again  aftei  he  begins 
to  live  as  Ellen  and  one  day  meets  his 
Ustei  inadolhlinjalon 

Leslie  is  a  retired  Olympic  swimmer 
laced  wilhhleas  a  librarian,  the  unwant- 
ed suit  olaklulzy  superior,  and  anunen- 
pected  attraction  to  Ihe  leggy  shelver 
with  Ihe  wedgies  When  she  decides  lo 
have  her  hair  cut  very  shorl,  she  becomes 
completely  androgynous  —  peoplecan 
no  longer  decide  whether  she  is  a  boy  or 
a  girl  One  morning  the  ghosl  ol  her  grand- 
father is  waiting  for  her  al  Ihe  pool. and 
ihough  he  says  not  hing,  sheknows  at 
once  thai  she  musl  seek  out  his  her 
milage  up  island'  Her  tnpnorth  is 
;  plagued  by  rain,  andsheistoilowedby  a 
■  ipinnlngllflhl, 

Mis  MackenzietakusEllori  up  island' 
1  toa  lorest  sacred  lo  Ihe  Indians.  II  turns 
oultobe  Ihe  same  spot  lhat  Leslie  na* 


When.adesertediover.shebecomeslhe    ;  I«'^™,^1^*^^!,!!^ 
beloved,  il  Is  her  own  grandmolher  who 


has  fallen  in  love  with  her.  and  Flynn 
seems  oblivious,  absorbed  in  a  new 
desire  to  be  a  rope-dancer  "Ihousands  ot 
leetupintheairlorihereslof  ti'i  life 
But  rope-dancing  is  probably  another 
disguise  lor  writing  Sigmund  Freud, 
quoied  on  the  backcover.  along  wll  1 1 

.  -.'.rginiaWooll,  Natalie  Barney 
and  Jane  Auslen  as  il  they  weteall 
commenting  on  Ihisbook,  says,  "Writers 
write  for  three  reasons  (ante,  fortune 
and  the  love  olbeaulitul  women  'The 
energyofartlsnol  iherelore,  a  search 
lor  truth  but  lor  love,  which  in  Lover 
seems  boihmore  potent  and  more 
nourishing  in  its  incestuous  guises, 
identities  mingling, continuity  bui  1 1  In 
Towmtheloveol  st  rangers  is  hazardous 
and  nearly  alwaysadisasler,  Ihe  lover 
seenas  rejected  drunk  and  flirty  lighter 
rei  reaimg  home  lo  sisters,  mothers, 
grandmothers  whose  forgeries  can 
create.supporiandsustaintife  or 
something  that  looks  like  life 

Lover  is  brilliantly  bul  Irani m.ail , ■ 

writlen  11  is  easier  to  admire  the  texture 
oltheprosetnan  ns revelations  ItBWtl 
more  ol  len  glosses  over  gratuitous 
violence  lhaA  provides  either  reiielonn- 
sight  Morethanatewreferencesare 
pn  vale  iokes  or  codes  which  might  bring 
loving  recognition  Irom  a  family  of  selves 
Dui  exclude  the  stranger  My  hope  is  that 
Bertha  Harris  becomes  really  so  good  al 
lorging  a  novel  that  even  strangers  can 
recognize  it  as  authentic  not  only  along 
thewaybutaltheend 

by  Jane  Rule 


Two  Strand  River 

Keith  Mai  Hard 
Press  Porcepic,  1976.  $8.95. 
There  are  mcks  and  there  ist ia 
Mailia/d,  tnrwoSfrandflive',  tumsa 
couple  ol  literary  tricks  a  tew  too  many 
times,  and  limes  the  tricks  oulot  hts 
characters  literary  lives  Vetlhebookis 
Mled  with  seiuaiity.  and   the  magics 
reBt'.aehesaysinhtsacfcncwiedgments- 


each  other  by  a  mat  ter  ol  hours. 
They  have  Ihe  same  experience, 
however:  a  lernlying,  wrenching  f  light — 
soul   tomltombody,"shewasspunout, 
tearing,  riding  high  upon  her  own 
scream  Below  the  trees  were  tailing 
away.  She  was  struck  and  hunga 
moment  on  a  curtain  ot  hideous  pain; 
thenshewasihroughlt,  she  was  lorn 
apan.  The  incredible  high  wind  was 
rushingover  her  leathers  She  could  see 
all  of  Johnston's  Inlet  below   She 
slrelched  her  long  neck  and  cried  oul 
She  was  Hying  ..Or  was  she  falling" 
Mrs.  Mackenzie  enplains  again, 
"belorethere  was  two,  there  was  one  lis 
Ihe  onethat  bites  its  own  lail  ..It  salways 
there. behind everylhing  It  smaleand 
lemate   beforelheyweie 
separated   Andlhaiswhereyouare 

Leslie  and  Allen  are  the  central 
characters,  but  they  donot  meet  IN  Hi'.' 
lasipageollhebook  Mai  Hard  plaits  the 
discrete  nar  rat  ivesollheir  lives  and,  yes, 
knols  it  neatly  at  Ihe  end,  Along  Ihe  way, 
he  iniroduces  a  surprising  number  of  or- 
dinaries and  eccentrics  through  the 
mosi  extraordinary  coincidences  Jeama 
happens  to  be  Allen's  niece,  l.- 
pens  lobe  Jeanie'S  friend  and  librarian. 
theleggy  shelver  happens  lobe  Mrs 
Mackenzie's  daughter,  Leslie's  suitor 
happens  to  bean  old  Iriend  of  Allen's 
brother  in  law.  Allen' 3  lolemic  vision 
happens  to  take  place  at  the  same  place 
and  almost  ihe  same  time  a'ji  '   .   1 
Yet.  somehow,  through  all  ot  this,  they 
manage  not  10  meet  Not  until  Ihe  very 
last  pagethough  there  are  iii  tie 
lightening  Hashes  ol  tear  and 
recognition  Cheap  tricks?  Yes  it's  his 

rel  Bui  Maiiiardisbare-taced 
enough  thai  even  his  tricks  add  up  lo 
magic 

Two  Straw}  River  hints  at  whal  our 
magic  might  be  —  what  kinds  of 
metaphors  can  locus  our  experiences  lor 
us  The  changeling  is  evocative,  it  Ob- 
vious Thetolemworks  Ihe'dentity 
,  .(.,  unbidden.fromwithinis 
powerfully  laminar  And  I  he  bead 
stringing /string  break.ng  image  brilliantly 
March/ Body  Politic 


capture*  ttveconstng^iut  optionr 
proc—a   VMiorgetthanhereare 

around  mat  are  don  i  p*»  up 

The  pro&wm  •■  thai  Maiiterd  tread*  ■ 
w«  p*in»lM*n  metaphor  and 
murr«>r>iumOO  Andtiipa'inaMyintolne 
letter    Tnemagrcistaat.  but  one 
guaaaaa  "mi  'Of  fm  in*  mag* .»  shs* 

nwi.s/n  is  Ua-ua/JreaJiy  trying  totrans 
iateth*geye*perience?Ori*herWSt 
anotherdeflfteterOinto1rendylrip«'>ll  * 
nerdiotay  Alt#n.iitum*oui.t»,e 
twerosenuei  trensvesiite.  turned  on  Dy 
".'  Usri-otv  plates  moth  no  ill  % 
And  we  can  t  help  leaiing  that  we  ve  been 
Mt  up  for  a  boy-rryee  I  *-girl  ending  Us  not 
quite  tn*t  —  rnore  androgyne-meat  »■ 
androgyne  -  but  I  'eel  a  mite  cheated 

Damn  it  was  such  a  good  read 

try  Men  Walker 

The  Church 

and  the  Homosexual 

a  review  of  the  reviews 

PerTvjpenoDoc*puDlishediniy7i )|   ■ 
been  reviewed  in  ino  gay  pres^ 
end  so  favourably  as  TheChurch  ana*  tne 
Homoietual,  by  John  J.  McNeil.  $  J 
(SneedAndrewsandMcMee'i  Although 
several  reviewers  have  questioned  one  or 
more  o' McNeil  3  views  the  overall  opinion 
■oameiobeihaiiiisapoeiiivQco'v 
Inbution  to  gay  liberation  Thlsisanunlor- 
lurweand3hort-*tghted|udgemeni  The 
goal  ol  tho  book  is  not  gay  liberation,  as  the 
author  has  several  timesclearly  staled,  and 
itisuniikelytohavelhatef'eci  In  an  inter 
vK-wwrth  Ihom  willenbocner  (Gay  Com 
mumtyNtm  Oclobe'9,  I976)hesaid, 

N  m  ■■-> i- 1  Blti  II n  .'uiinriatedesiie 

Istoitrengthenlrwmoralauthorilyollhe 
Church  "  This  was  repeated  in  an  interview 
with  Dean  GvngleirneAdVocefe,  October 
30,  t97A)inwhichhesaid:  Thorelora.  I  see 
iv>ng  I  heroin  ot  the  loving  cnllc,* 
cntical  lover  with  tho  purpose  ol 
strengthening  I  ho  church  s  au  1  <  1 
mokmgilaviabiepruMnceiniii" 

■    ,■  ri-sionng 
Ihepreetige.ihcdigriiiyandthci , 

if  the  Hun  h 

■     inbtnodouhMh.il  Mi  Ni-ntw, 
chosen  an  extraordinary  and  difficult  path 

■'■I'  •    I'.'-     llli'.llll ,■!'. 

(SMlrwGoy  Review.  No  VFall  l976):"Tho 
rejection,  oppression,  and  persecution  of 
nomosoiuai  men  and  lesbians  has  drawn 
much  0'  itsmosi  powerful  support  and 

■  •'   '■:>  I"  mil"   H itn .hui.  Ii 

lor  nearly  1*0  miilenia  "  But  McNeil 
dismisses  lhis,difliculty  in  an  interview 
wi  ih  Char  los  Ort  <eb  ( Cnrr  s  topher  Street, 

,      II  r-   in 

anachroniMn     u  gup  that  II  is  the  Church 
'.  ighU   It  13  such 

aims  thai  leads  lo  the  internal        1 
contradictions  olsuchstatemeni 
oneloGengie  The  church  is  the  one  thai 

1    111  Ii ■,  It gh  the  church 

thai  I  hoy  can  be  healed.  Wi I lenbecherwas 
ceflainlynght  when  he  wroie.  "One  can  at- 
tack McNeiMor  his  partisan  lorgeiluiness 

§nt  end  terocrty  with  which  ihe 
Churchhas persecuted gjy5intrwpasl " 

What  is  il  that  the  reviewers  find  so  ad- 
mtrabtearxvjtMct^ii'slxwK'KevinGor. 
donirfteAoVocfl/e.OcioberM,  1976)  seis 
Ihetone    Alltooraiely.aprolessional 
theologian  cares  enough   toresearchihe    ' 

|ll  <iiv  arid  profoundly,  daring  (o 

■  ibla  and  utter  the  imwi 
lerable  JohnJ  McNeil isoneollhoserare 
and  courageous  professionals  6ui  Gor- 
don Nmsetlpoinisouitnal  McNeil  sat- 
lemptloefftheineffabiehastirrotations   1 

tier  Horn  McNeil  inhts 
prudential  reasons  10/ advising,  it  possible, 
heteroseiuai  adjuslmeni  m  some  cases 
■nlseaueJetMUnsncetnothen  Hte 
catalogue  ol  societal  horrors  that  the 
homoseiual  must  iry  lo  overcome  ipp 
160  181ns  formidable,  indeed  But  to 
acqu-asce  is  but  10  perpetuate  the  vicious 
ore** '  Gordon  has,  I  think,  hit  onan  impor 
Untpoint  ThisiscuMrtynot liberation 
Th.sunlpo.nl  is  also  rpcognued  by 
Stephen  Murray  tOur 'mage  rneSody 
Ptoafie.  December  January  1976-77|  but 
Murray  adds    McNeils  book  meynoi  be 
icanMionbutitrsiibeTating  To 
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aaWyoppfeaa  nryashado— .g 
irarnary  irrvpcrUrttcOntnCutron  1  do  nc* 

fw"  *  n  naasor 

Me»  to  neire  at  lacked  every  renewed  notion 

atones  or  for  that  matter  WWW-  the 

Church  or  lh«  gay  comrmjn.IV  mlo  the 

Promised  Land    1  agree  that  iir* 
unreaaoneote  10  expect  rsm  10  neve  at 
taoed  every  rr>-.OT*d  notion  at  once  and  I 
suppose  that  the  move  tromthetradinonai 
Catnoirc  new  thai  all  nomo»eiua»  acts  are 
immoral  lo  the  new  that  scmehornoseiual 
a: ('.are not  immoral  is  wft»t  Murray  means 
by  caning  the  book  liberating   Bulhow 
really  liberating  1$  this,  and  at  what  price1 

One  received  noi  ion  noi  attacked  by 
McNeills  that  masturtetionisimrnorai  I 
am  astonished  by  ihe  lad  that  none  ol  the 
renews  1  read  brought  ttus  out  The  accep- 
tance ol  mast urbal  ion  has ,  I  think,  to  be 
one  ot  the  touchstones  lor  fudging  how 
truly  iiwrated one's wewotse*  •*  McNeil 
..  1  rails topassthistest  Hound 

Neils  book,  and  mere  the  aci  is  con- 
demned:'And  Ihe  husband  who  uses  his 
wile  asaconvenient  instrument  olmaslur 
baiion.  seeking,  eiclusively  his  own 
egoiisiical  pleasure  is  immoral  and 

ievenll  itiisaclisopentoihe 

■   illon    ip  103|  Noie 

irial  ii  is  nollheerploitationot  another 


and  stows  how  Mite  he  has  moved  ttom 
the  trar>uonai  tekecaooxaJ  mew  ot  the 
Cfwcft 

The  Vatican  -Declaration  on  Certain 

Questions  Concerning  Seiu*E'h<CS 
iVal  ican  Congregation  tor  the  Doc  tnne  Ol 
me  Fattn  January  i976)3taiesns  op- 
position to  nomosei  ua)  acts  and  10 
masturbation  in  esseniiatry  Ihe  same 
language    For  according  tothecdechve 
moral  order .  homose  "ual  re*ai  ions  are  ac<  s 
wtucn  lac*  an  essential  and  indispensable 
'mality      homoseiualactsareintrin 
sicaity  disordered  and  can  in  no  case  be 
approved  ol  _  both  the  magistenumot  the 
Church  —  in  the  course  ol  a  oonsiani 
tradition  —  andthemoralsenseolthe 
laiiti-ut  have  declared  without  hesitation 
iha:  masturbation  is  an  intrinsically  and 
seriously  disordered  act    McNeil 
manages  toiustily  some hotnosei ual  acts 
bylindingothergoalslhanprocreaiion  6v 
doing  this,  he  rules  oul  the  possibility  o< 
lustityingmasturbaiion  This  consequence 
is  stated  quite  clearly  by  him:  Further.  I 
do  maintain  that  ihere  are  object  me  values 
and  mcraJ  norms  governing  the  construe 
live  human  use  ol  se»uality     Among 
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these  oonatione  I  parsanaWy  believe  are 

VjMxrm>  Mnvurt)  »idP».t>  UA 

•affaV«tee«,e(c    tpp  i9r>t9S 

■■■■  guided  search  lor  a 
— 1  of  ■amiaJ  acta  that  must  be 
abandoned  <n  any  truly  liberated vtew  o* 
human  sexuality  Why  must  saiuai  acts 
be  in iti'ietT  Sea  1*  a  component  ol  our 
human  nature  and  ought  to  be  »>mpty  •<.. 
ceptedassuch  The  search  lor  the 
natural  ends'  ol  serual  acts  has  led  to 
the  lopsy  lurvy  traditional  Catholic 

1  mi  condemns  masturbation 

1  <  1 1  r  s  the  rape  ot  a  wi  le  by  her 
husband,  saying  that  in  marriage  he  has 
acquired  rights  over  her  body'  In  the  light 
ol  modem  biology  and  psychology  1  hern 
■S  reason  locondemn  any  prohibition  ol 
masturbation  But  the  findings  olscien 
ceareol  ill  tie  interesllo  McNeil  This  is 
suggested  by  Murray   "McNeil  me- 

.    jnyreslheworXolNilSche. 
Uddicoat.  Armon,  Change  and  Block, 
Dean  and  Richardson,  and  most  ol  ihe 
studies  ol  Evelyn  Hooker  and  Mark 
Freedmnn  "  11  is  made  dear  by  McNeil's 
own  comments  on  the  work  ol  Alfred 
Unsey  limited  himseltsx- 
l  iciobiectivebehavioutinlhe 
scientific  sludy  he  made  ol  seiual  motes 
m  ihe  unned  Slates,  leaving  aside  the 
sub|tt  live  question  of  ihe  seiual  or ien 
tationot  his  respondents     ip  40) 


Stop  waiting. 
Start  saving. 

T0fSoSruosnly$4^0* 

(offer  expires  aaarch  31) 


As  of  the  next  issue,  the  cost  of  a 
subscription  to  The  Body  Politic  will  be 
going  up  —  way  up  for  some  classes  of 
subs. 

We've  held  the  line  on  price  for  over 
a  year  and  a  half  despite  major  increases 
in  production  and  mailing  costs.  But  we 
can't  absorb  these  costs  any  longer  — 
we  have  to  pass  them  on  to  you. 

With  this  issue,  the  price  of  a  single 
copy  moves  up.  Next  issue,  the  cost  of 
subs  will  go  up  to  reflect  the  March  1 
increases  in  mailing  rates. 

V/hy  are  we  telling  you  this? 

We  have  an  offer.  If  you  subscribe 
before  March  31 ,  you  pay  only  the 
present  rates.  That  way  you  can  beat 
both  price  increases  with  a  single 
cheque. 

And  for  our  present  subscribers, 
(kisses,  kisses),  we  invite  you  to  extend 
your  subscription  now  at  the  old  price. 

You  pick  the  number  of  years  you 
want  —  just  send  in  the  coupon. 


Remember  that  this  offer  expires 
very  soon.  You  can  save  a  lot  by  acting 
now.  Send  in  your  order  today  —  and 
the  next  issue  of  The  Body  Politic  will  be 
at  your  door  before  you  know  it. 

IMPORTANT  INFORMATION  ABOUT  THE  800V  POLITIC 
e    The  Body  Pollllc  doe*  not     name  markad  on   lha  front  In 

lend  or  sell  Its  subtcripllonllsla      small  loiter  i 

They    remain    Ihe    conlldentlal      •    we  guarantee  your  money 
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TNs  statement  t*  talM  a*  M<Ne»l 

nwuiaiw«>'w*in,'om**1',",''8hl 

^Hi^ntKinwvtwn   McN«>ICi!M 

oniyanam-hoKJflyinwfuchtherersan 
abbreviated  chapter  out  o*  S"  **■' 
OeAevar  >n  «w  «uw"  **««•■  **" KiA" 
mvi  description  ihera  of  hit 
heteroeei  u*  iwnounMl  "I  <  "Q  '«c*t» 
g.»e*adillerenl  picture  IromthalOlMc- 

someone  .•ralede2\Kintey  writes 

Individual*  are  rated  as  ?•  if  they  have 
more  then  incidenial  homo*e*uai  «■ 
pittance,  end/or  if  they  respond  rather 
delinitelyiohomoee»ueJ  stimuli,  but 
the"  ratponses  to  the  opposite  ae<  »'« 
viii  stronger  A  lew  oftheee  individuals 
may  even  KM  «H  ot  their  overt  e*perience 
in ihinomoM-uil, but  me" psychic 
reaction*  topenons  ol  the  opposite  se« 
indicate  lhal  Ihey  are  and  predominantly 
heiero*e>uat  Thisiatter  situations 
moat  often  loundamong  younger  males 
'  wnohavenotyeiventuredtohaveacluai 
iniercourse  wiin  girls,  while  Iheironen- 
lalionisdefiniteiyheteroseiuai  Ontne 
ol  her  hand.  Ihereare  some  males  who 
should  be  raied  as  2's  because  of  I  heir 
strong  reactions  to  individuals  ol  their 
own  sex.  even  Ihough  ihey  have  never 
■ 
-jijoied  tnts  passageal  length 
because  I  think  lhal  scientist  5  suchas 
I  Kinaeyarolhetiuellberetoraandnol 

moraliitasuch  as  McNeil,  whomerely 
'  shulllotheoldtabOOB  Inlhewordsol 
!  HerpSpieia   'Klnaey is, solar, Ihe 
greatesl  seiual  demyslitier  ot  twentieth 
century  thought" (Our Image,  TheBody 
Rntfr/i   October  l976.lnareviewol  Paul 
I  Robinson's  The  Modernization  QtSei  1 
A co-religionislol  McNeil, Robert 
,.j  |/fs7/me,Oclobef  1976) 
wtqII     Tnesecondpartofthebookls 
■  i,  ,    i.iiuihij  positive  contribution 
1  whlchcanbemadebylhegaycom 
,  munitytoChurchandsocietyThisis 
I  McNeil's  most  original  and  most  impor 
1  tuntconlnbulion  —  the  high  point  ol  the 

1 y    iiiiindeedlhertlgripolntol 

1  o»aggeratedslalementsabout  Ihe 

1  homosexuals  McNeilbegms 
by  quollng  approvingly  from  Jung;   He 
may  have  good  taste  andan  aesthetic 
sense  which  are  fostered  by  Ihe  presence 
ot  a  feminine  sireak  Then,  he  may  be 
supremely  gl  I  led  as  a  teacher  because  ol 
his  almost  lemlnine  Insighl  and  laci  He 
is  likely  lohavea  leelmglor  history,  and 
lobe  conservative  in  the  best  sense  and 
cherish  the  values  ol  the  past,  Ollen  he  is 
endowed  with  a  wealth  ot  religious 
leehngs.  which  help  him  10  bring  the  ec- 
clesia  spiritual's  Into  reality,  and  a 
spiritual  receptivity  which  makes  mm 
'  responsivotorevalation    (p  idliMcNeil 
then  asserts   'There  is  nodoubi  lhal  Ihe 
.  homoseiuaiislreertodevelopaesthellc 
values  lhan  is  his  male  counter  pan  In  the 
I  heteroseiuaiwortd.andlhushehasan 

important  role loplayingulding 
I  humamtyioedeeperappreciationof 
:  aesthelicvaiues  However, whathas 

remained  relatively  unnoticed  is  the  al 
I  traction  ot  many  homosexuals  to  service 
!  roles,  where  they  have  been  particularly 
!  successful  ManyhomoseKualslindpar- 
licular  salislactionin  such  positions  as 
teachers,  social  workers,  hospital  or- 
derlies, sludenl  counselors, 
psychologists  Clergymen  —  intact. in 
any  term  ol  occupation  where  they  can 
be  ot  direct  service  to  Iheir  lellow 
(P  142) 
Kar  from  liberating  homoseiuais.Mc 
Nell  wants  10  burden  ihem  with  the  task 
llhersslol  humanity,  o«.  at 
1  leasi.olservingthem  Andheapproves 
,  thecapitaiist  eapioitat  ion  ol  gay  people 
1  inpreserving tnenuclearlamil>   Inhlalft 
lerviewviith  Charles  O'tteb  ne  said 
"Many  have  Oeen  committed  for  len. 

■■  ihirtyyearstooneoinerper 
son  Many  ol  these  people  oon  1  live 
logelher  ThebacheiorUncieCharlieor 
Aunt  Gertie,  who  lives  at  home  wiih  ihe 
parentsandtakeacareol  them  is  usually 
the  gay  member,  though  perhaps  not  ac 
lively  gay  Thertar*  literally  hundredsol 
thousands  ol  thaae  people  and  con  t  rary 
lo  bemg  a  menace  1o  the  family.  I  hey  are 
econesive  torce  They  are  tne  ones  that 
elderly  per  en  ts  depend  upon  10  avoid 
being  shunted  off  to  old  age  nomas 
Thar «  one  ol  the  epecuJ  rote*  that  gay 
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people  nave  p»eyed  in  t  ha  preaervet  on  ol 

a  community,  aa  a  binding,  etement  m  the 
iam<iy  structure  Hhink  every  <■*  n 
bieaaad  1  ■  1  hey  rwve  a  gay  ten  o> 
daughter  because  1  he  family  wil  1  be  hetd 
iooe(ne>  ana  ihe  otd  people  wtii  be  taken 
can  of." 

McNe-i  s-oeans  'Weill    ■ 
human  person    Hewnies    As  we  have 
suggested,  the  homosa>uad  community. 
*ed  tobe  itself  and  develop  its 
special  qualities,  has  a  very  special  role 
to  play  m  bringing  about  that  ideal  both  lor 
its  own  members  and  lor  t  her 
neleroaeaual  brothers  and  sis^: 
146)  Tnts  view  is.  however,  immediately 
oonlradicied    Nomoreimportanilact 
needs  to  be  established  than  the  tact 
thai  the  homosexual  is  no  less  varied 
than  nis  heterosexual  counterpart,  for  me 
moslpa/tnobelterandnoworse  "(p 
U7i  Tins  culminates  in  the  complete 
illogicality  "The  true  (act  is  that  irtere  is 
nosuchbeingasahomosexuai    <p  147) 

McNen  is  indeed  following  the  advice 
islet  Ignatius Loyoia to  go 
Toother  man's  door  so  thai  you 
can  bring  him  out  yours.'  Ifanyone 

■    gallon  lelhimthmk 
again  McNeil  has  been  hailed  as  a  Jesuit 
whocameoulasahomose'uai  Hecan 
aa  well  be  described  asa  homosexual 
whocameoutasiesuiHcai  Thegay 
movement  can  perhaps  absorb  1  he  tor 
met.  we  certainly  have  no  need  of  the 
latter. 

by  Hubert  Kennedy 


TheOtherWoman 

A  Life  of  Violet  Trefusls 

Philippe  Julllan  and  John  Phillips 
Houghton  Mifflin,  1976,  $14.95 
The  Other  Woman  is  a  misleading  tit le 
for  a  book  made  up  ota  "Mb "oi  ■-■ 
TrefuslswrlttenbyPhliipoeJuliiananda 
curious  selection  by  John  Phillips  of  let' 
teis  she  wiole  and  received ,  Vloial 
Tret usis  loved  and  and  was  loved  by  Vita 
Sackvlile-Weal  whose  son,  Nigel 
Nlcolson.  in  Portrait  ota  Marriage 
chatactenzed  Violet  as  "attractive  in  11a 
most  literal  sense:  shedrew  people  after 
her,  men  and  women  '  In  her  later  years 
she  was  always  a  bird-ol-paradisedif 
tereni,  electric,  a  brilliant, exciting 
woman  "  That  such  a  woman  could  be,  In 
this  account,  so  dulled,  so  mullied  is  •?  ■ 
fraordinary 

Une  gels  wisps,  hints  of  a  truly  terrible 
Story,  a  bllter  turning  ol  life  against  Itself. 
Dul  this  is  not  Mr  Jultian  S  interest,  If 
may  be  that  he  dislikes  0(  disapprovesot 
homosexuality  l"Dec<dedly. Violet's 
great  love  was  Beauty  loobadililhad 
first  shown  itself  in  feminine  guise. ")ll 
may  be  lhal  he  thinks  of  lesbian  relatlon- 
,   ships  only  in  terms  ol  caricature  ('nail 
oi  ihis  vna  seemed  culpably  indecisive, 
1  atler  all.  she  was  the  man'  ot  t  he  pair  —  it 

was  her  job  10  arrange  I  heir  flight,  to 
:  summon  up  courage  to  burn  bridges      l 
But  hegives  no  account  ol  any  relation- 
ship, nodeveioped  account  ol  any 
aspect  ol  Violet  Tret  usis'  long  life  that 
makesanysense  He  simply  usesevenls 
in  her  Me  as  hooks  on  which  lohang 
\  namesoltitiedpersons.shredsot 
inelevanlgossip.thehatolan'  insider 
He  i^  es  lists  of  people  who  went  todin- 
net  parlies  m  Pans,  descnplionsot  what 
they  wore  to  costume  part  ies,  the  names 
of  carpets  and  cotfee  pots  He  especially 
UkesMrs  Keppei. Videt  smother  and 
Edward VIII  smistress 

TnankstoMrs  Keppei, "hewnies. 
"Violet's  childhood  was  something  ola 
fairy  tale  Later,  in  her  early  Iwennes.  She 
br  ieiiy  tned  to  break  thespeil.  but  in  no 
time  her  mot  hers  magic  reasserted  it- 
sell  Inmany  ways.  Violet  remained  alit- 
1  ie  gin  an  her  1  ite  and  at  Mrs  Keppel's 
death  she  rti^si  have  lei  1  lost  in  a  world  ol 
-jfs  an  odd  sugaring -overol 
■it  which  Mr  Jullian 
later  quotes    What  has  happened  to  me 
smce  imy  mother's  death)  is  bui  a  post 

11  reailydoesn  tCOu"i 
tie  success  I  may  nave  had  is  dedicated 
to h«i  Successisacui-de-sac.itieadsto 
no  lasting  sat  >  si  ac  l  K>n .  it  is  the  smart 
substitute  for  happiness  "It'saa  line 


w  revised  liberated  version  ol  Gone  With  the  Wind 


iims  mome  happens  to  the  back  -drop 

of  the  uncivil  war  tthe  battle  ol  the  saxistal- 

scariett  O'nara 

decides  to  leave  melt; 
rhett  and  ashtey 

have  a  homosexual  love-allair, 
mammie  tells  Scarlett 
to  get  her  own  break  last 
&  shove  it  up  her  ass, 
bonnie  blue  does  not  die 

a  go  10  heaven 

butgiowsuptobe 

ayoungdyke 

who  campaigns  tot 

a  woman  president, 

imeianie  decides  to  live  in  a  women's  lib  cell 

(an  all-women's  commune 

where  she  can  esl  abl  1  sh 

a  true  women's  culture) 


by  Gwen  Hauser 


had  read  lhal  without  understanding,  as 
he  seems  not  to  have  heard  what  he 
quolesVitaas  saying,  impatiently,  when 
Violet,  then  titty  eight,  had  put  her  and 
oihets  in  an  awkward  situation    Violet  is 
still  twelve  years  old1  She  was  a  wonder- 
ful Mile  gin,  Ihe  absolute  soul  of  in- 
telligence and  fun,  but  she's nevet  grown 
up  Her  chaotic  life,  all  thai  immense 
waste  of  talent.  boUsdowntolhat  ' 

Because  he  is  not  interested  in  his 
ostensible  topic.  Mr  Julllan' s account  Is 
bothdull  and  baffling  One  keeps  turning 
to  Ihe  let lers  Violet  wrote  in  these  years 
to  try  lot ind  Ihe  person  he  does  not 
show  And  there  sheis.  wi' 


1  inierestedinpersons.andMr  Jullian 

The  letters,  though  lively,  are  curiously 
\  selected  —  aslffoavoldcorrespondence 
,  Theletie'sVltawroteViolelbefore 

I  July 26. 1919, woredeslioyedby Denis 

I  Ttefusis.sotheearlyi H 

I  correspondenceisnecessarllyono- 
sided  But  John  Phillips,  Violet 
executor,  lound"somi'i"U,    OfVil  1 
later  lullers  SinceVltakepl.hosays.all       1 
I  ol  Violet  s,  why  has  he  published  from  I 

[  that  period  only  Vila's  lellers  to  Violet? 
Why  give  only  exlractsof  so  many  let- 
ters? Mr  Phillips  doesn't  explain,  but  Mr 
julllan  hw  uld,  In  the  foreword  lhal 
Hie  authors  ot  this  book  have  attempted    | 
lo  reluiblsh  ihe  image  of  the  real  vimi.:i 
Trelusis  "  Presumably  Ihe  omisslonsare   j 
pari  of  the  relurbishinq 
ll'san  unattractive  book 

byHelenSonlholl 

Familiar  Faces, 
Hidden  Lives 

The  Story  ol  Homosexual  Men 

in  America  Today 

Howard  Brown 

Harcourt  Brace  Jovanovich,  1976, 

$10.50 

To  those  ol  us  gay  guys  who  ve  been 
lucky  enough  to  make  fhegreat  leap  lor 
ward  in  consciousness  and  confidence 
—  I.e.  gone  public,  Howard  Brown 
I  should haveaspecial  place  Number 
one,  he  was  a  pioneer  among  us  and 
number  Iwo.  he  was  an  older  gay  wilha 
position  in  society 

Anyone  can  go  public,  and  ot  course 
every  gay  should  But  how  much  more 
important  and  signilicant  for  an  older 
man  in  1973,  especially  mahiohly 


Violet  by  Nor*  Auric  1932 
in  love  witn  her  own  extravagance,  but 
clearly  trying,  to  say  ihtnga  that  are  Im 
portant  loher  about  Uvtig  honestly. 
about  various  kinds  olreality  "She 
sounds  like  Ihe  woman  Nigel  Nicolson 
describes  "She  was  a  true  rebel,  con 
sc  ious  from  an  earl  y  age  ol  1  he  hy  pocn  sy 
ol  the  society  .n  which  she  had  been 
brought  up,  and  wished  toshock  il  by 
openly  violating  the  code  artiK ' 
violated  m  secret    One  could  guess  now 
it  happened  that  Ihis  woman  came  to 
value  proprieties  as  she  seems  fo  ha  ve 
done,  bui  to  do  so  one  would  have  toba 


rlo«»ifJltil»n 


M*ch/BodyPoilt« 


leapactea  toe  **»«■»(  the  crowning 
ach*t*menl  o>  hr«  life  *a*  no*  nh« 

*ce*  Adnwvsiraior  Of  H*m  York  Oly  ur» 
darineUno*ay*drfwiislral'On  but 
(Kn«r  ha-nng  been  ifu  and  ■  pub** 
homoeaiual  —  andlhvues-fl     ' 


— in*  pmni  nl[  i   n 

C*«.  "•  *P«nclB  onty  l«o  and  on»Twtt 


Theatre 


P»m*p»  one  a'  the  '**  aMnUgn  to 
bexrigcixdetia  I'm  opportunity  tobee 
rftodef  to  the  young  Imagine  the  elteel 
on  lh*conl>0»no*and  Mil  <m«gc  of  10 
many  young  pay*  on  learning  about 
Howard Brown  i  He  came oul as publicly 
Mpc*wbie  —  onih«  front  page  of  the 
rVe*  Yor*  Times  Trag»celry,  hediedtwo 
year*  later  ot  a  heart  *  I  ment  al  t  fie  age  of 
SO 

Hia  booh  11  an  admirable  achievement 
andiaalitling  memorial  tonim  It  tells 
the  what,  howend  why  about  Ihe'ives  of 
gays,  espec  ieiiy  those  ol  Brown  s 
generation  It  wiilnoiiuatintorm 
heterosexuals  about  u-.  but  n  I 
uaabouiourMivMbecauSei 

ebouleveryaspecioloayrri 

ComingoutParents.Homo-p  ■ 
ate  .areau 
discussed  Many  case  histories  are 
described  He  notes  someaignificani 
events  irnj.., 

Stonewall,  ihe  change  in  the  thinkingot 
theAmencenPsychiairic  Assoc  taiion 
Discussing  hiscomingout.  Brown 
■■■•■.  very  much  the  gay 
Une  le  Tom  when  I  made  my  announco- 
mom  Yes,  wo  should  ail  have  our  rights 
but  only  so  long  as  we  behave  properly, 
fieibeluivemoro  properly  than  alraighlMl) 

,  inssoquellhan 
hetorosexual  mon  " 
Mostgayl'burationisilwiii  Ifl 

I  ■     !  i  „. ■!..,„■   .:  || 

graapinglneldoelhathfjlsnoniii   ii  11     i 

ipaoemg  myself  as 

m' mi,  mf« ■     ■■ 

li'sapoignant  insight  iniothedoubis 
and  sullering  ol  a  typical  middle-aged 

■  .11  conditioning  tsveryeltecl'vv 
.ir.ilonlyarathor  sell  confident 
■  '  itionol 
1     l  ill  to 
coma  oul  publicly  it's  largely  because 
lhoycont<nuoioucceptsoci>'i\ 

■  I  lev* .'.n 

Wi  - 1 1 1  -iMi-f  .til  before  one  cart  light  lor 
rlflhla 
<  Ihli  liooktsfnebookforolderQay 
man.ie  .  ihe  halt  ol  the  malegay 
population  who  are  so  ol  len  dismissed 
,  as  Filllesgayst  I  hope,  however,  thai 
:  younger  gays  will  also  read  it  lobtoaden 

(heir  oul  look  ,  particularly  on 
I  pie-guyltberanongays 

Aboveall.  lei  s  hope  lhai  ihis  book  will 
hoipothoroldermenlocopy  Howard 
Brown  ToieolrnHhal  ihe  sale,  comlor 

1  'i ■'■■' they  have  are  not  sate  and  are 

notcomtortablebulaiehaltlives.com 
pared  wilh  i he  lives  ol  the  bullying 
heterosexuals  around  them 

Ma)  '  "I  tine  book  with  its  w.if  1 1  in  i 
I .  mdits simple wisdon' 
many  ol  her  Howard  Browns  theguts  to 
1  reach  oul  lor  freedom  and  to  iiveoul  the 
remainder  ol  their  lives  as  richly  and  fully 
.  as  he  did 


byJimOuuley 


Promiscuity 


Michael  Schofield 

Gollancz.  1976,  $18.95 

This  is  a  disappointingly  undisappoint 

logbook  llisuriijisappomtingbecause 

■  hi  with 
promiscuity  is  a  negative  put 
In  fact  sleeping  around  can  have 
benelic  1*1  consequences  Bui  II  la 
disappoint  mg  because  Sc  hot  ield  sheds 
suchlittielighl  on  the  phenomenon  of 
promiscuity ,  either  conceptually  or 
psychologically 

irutiheeoncepioi 
promts-  aaibleto 

delme  Meoltersanot-axnau' ' 
•owen  types  Ol  promiscuous  relattorv 
nuii  acceptable  Probably  on 
■ '  ""3  the  language- 
game  ol  promise  ui  ty  to  the  sexual 
gemea  which  the  concept  describes  a 


March 'Body  Pottttc 


doe*  not  discus*  the  commonly  naM 
■ «.  n  .on  that  gey  male*  are  i  he  most 
promiscuous  human  aeiuaJft  there  are 
Tnue  he  misses  the  perlec  I  opportunity 
lo  compare  straight  and  gay  steeping 
habds  instead. heopmesthat 
homosexuals  are  more  Uketyioiakea 
pride  m  (heir  sexual  performance. 
meaning  that  we  tend  lo  be  more  con- 
siderate 0' our  partner  s  sexual  satistac 
tion  Perhapstrue  —  Hea»«that 
judgement  lo  trve  bisexual  cons«de*ates 
amongsius  —  but  inssnghtiyofMhe 
■ 

We  lind  thai  there  is  no  composite 
psychological  pictu'^  ■ 
promiscuous  person  as  we  might  expect 
having  been  (old  ihatthereare  numerous 
varieties  ol promiscuity  Indeed. trie  tear 
ol  promiscuity  is  the  social  and 
psychological  soil  in  which  Ihe  im- 
1  pediments  tosexuailiberalionare 
rooted  The  label  promiscuous' is  thus  a 
social  stigma  —  Iheconceptoecomesa 

I)  g  arsenal  ol  sexual 
moralist)  ft\  sirangeiyenough. 
Schoheld  does  not  call  lor  the  linguistic 

il  [tie concept andits 
cognate'. 

native  usage  which  would  be  acceptable 

in  common  parlance 

Ot  late.  I  have  been  promiscuous  I 

I  my  s«M  thai  the  search  tor  sex 

:■.  as  socially  andper ■ 

redeemable  a  way  to  spend  my  tree  hours 

■■•1.7  to  ihe  tniis  ol  Sutherland. 
Cabal  le  or  Sills,  or  lor  thai  matter,  ad 

y  reading 
Volume  III  ol  Cep'iaf  But  it's  just  not  that 
simple, 

For  one  thing,  I  live  with  two  sets  ol 
lovers  who,  while  by  no  means 
monogamous,  are  by  no  streichol  ihe 
"'.  ig  ..  1 1  luii,  sexually  gregarious  In 

i 
comparison  The  cot  m 
Promiscuous  sex  and  love 

i  in  i'   when  on  his  opening  page 
I  Schotield  dociareslhat  he  intends  lo 
I  "lakes  long  hard  look  al  promiscuity,  set 
I  without  love,  casual  sex    ,'lamhopeful 
thathewMlspeaklomycondition  He 
doosnoi  Icomeawayimpressedbyhis 
liberality,  his  repetitive  acknowledge- 
ment Ol  Ihe  importance  ol  the  Women's 
Liberation  Movement  lor  a  treer 
sexuality,  his  concern  tor  the  sexually 
handicapped  and  ihe  still  repressed 
,  sexualltyottheyoung.andhis 
suggesitonlhatconlracepttvesbesold 
ii'kets  Butlamnotiheleast 
,  enlightenedaboutmy luckingaround 
Optimally,  al  least  as  I  read  him,  I  should 
tell  myseil  not  lo  worry  about  it  andcer 
tainly  not  ask  why.  which  is  loask  a  sell- 
oppressive  question  Yet  I  am  not 
saiisliet)  and  rfiafno  doubt  becauselam 
incurably  addicted  toexplanatory 
psychological  theories. which 
.  Scholield'ssoctologydebunks 
i  nave  said  lhai  promiscuity 
is  a  political  description,  and  ot  ten  a 
repressive  one.  Recently  me  Arch 
Cushopol  the  Catholic  Diocese  ot 
Toronto,  presumably  in  his  |umor 
capacity  lo  the  Seer  in  Rome,  pon< 
titicatedtfius 

Wn3t  rs  somelimesreterredtoasttle 
playboy  philosophy' ol  sexuality 
using  and  discarding  anoiher  person 
wilh  nostrmgsattacheo'.isnola 

iveftieni 

Solamensiaved  Tomyselt;tomy 
promiscuous  passions  But  I  m  a 
.    ■ 
■ 

lysnotto 

.-■■ii  undui,  il  I  jmhauinga 

goodhme  What, then. lodo^ishunihe 

'"is  sociologist  who 
never  speaks  in  the  lirst  person  oilers 
.  ddfutitsn 

Theanswe'-'louessilisthe  ■-  . 
•  aomandensiaveiTi^ 
andsei  Thedelerminationoitheproper 
mi  xtuna  remains  lor  each  a  personal  recipe 
by  Herbert  Spiers 


Hosanna 

Michel  TremWay 
TWP  Theatre 

Toronto 

nos*nrta~  the'ouneenthousand  two 
hundred  and  t  wel  II  h  episode  ot  our  great 
tovestcry  CuiretteandCleopaira  corv 

ceived.  imagined,  produced  and  lived  by 
OaudeLemieui  arid  Raymond  Bo4duc  , 
has  lust  iimsned  playmg  at  t he TWP 
theeire 

Claude  and  Raymond,  Hosanna  and 
Cuirette, laceacnsis  TheBilsand 
pieces  ol  role  p'aying  and  raniasy 
dressing  up  and  theatre  thai  they  have 
c^-etuiiy  made  into  lives  and  mtoa 
relationship,  no  longer  cohere 

Whenl  mdressedlikeamanl'm 
ridiculous    Says  Hosanna  ihe  motor 
cycle  queen.  Hosanna  the  transvestite 
1  Whenl  m  dressed  like  a  woman  I'm 
ridiculous  But  whenl  mstuckbetween 
.Mihmy  womanslace.  .and 
my  own  body 

For  Cuirette  Hosanna'squeslicn 
hangs.    Is  it  my  dresses  thai  turn  you  Oil, 
■  is  it  Hosanna  ihedragOueen, 
orCiaudetheiarmer  ■   CulreTtel 
ployedand  lives  oil  Hosanna  He  does 
the  chores  around  the  aparrmenl ,   a 
cleaning  lady  who  rude. .  .i  m  ttOlt  f[  Ifl     II 
■ 

The  fragile  accomodation  lhat  these 
■women  have  toned  to  produce,  be- 
tween ihen  own  sexuality  and  the  sexual 
roles  ot  society  al  large,  iscomlngapa/t 
T  he  times  are  changing  and  they  are 
growing  older    Ail  right,  all  right,  Iknow 
Imnotwhallusedlobe    Say  ■- ' 
imtji     I  was  good  looking  once    and 
now  I'm  not  anymore    It  lakes  her 
humil  lation,  when  she  appears  as 
Cleopatra  at  the  Hallowe  enparty,  to 
convince  Hosanna  lhai  her  day  as  i  he 
motorcyclist  s girlfriend isover  Alter 
lhat.  Hosanna  is  atraid  lo  take  Oil  her 
make-up.  atraidol  what  s underneath 

By  Ihe  end  ol  Ihe  play  Cleopatra  is 
dead  lor  Hosanna  She  has  destroyed  her 
papier  mac  he  set  because  her  papier 
mache  life  is  over  Cuirelie  s  nemesis  is  a 
visit  to  Pare  latontaine,  where  he  made  a 
dark  and  secret  debut  II  is  ablaze  with 
lights    Tnebastardshavechanged 
everything  .  he  complains,  "I  don'l  want 
things  to  change  " 


Our  Image 


But  brought  to  this  point .  where  thetr 
fantasy  >s  destroyed,  they  can  at  lest 
WM  'or  ihemaetves  and  one  anoiher 
they  can  shed  their  clothe*,  the"  drag, 
thetr  make-up  Oressedoniymtheir 
genitals  they  embrace  vmpty  as  men 
who  need  and.  perhaps,  love  one 
another  Theembraceischermingand 
lovely  and  Ihe  play  finally  touching 

As  a  love  story.  Hosanna  works  11  has 
pace,  solid  characters  and  some  good 
writing,  especially  Hosanna  s 
monologue,  which  is  superbly  acted  by 
Richard  Moneite  Both  Monet te  and 
Richard  Don  at  as  Cuirette  act 
throughout  wi  I  h  skill  and  enthusiasm 
They  bring  Hosanna  and  Cuirette  lollle 
and  still  pull  oil  Ihe  happy  ending. 
wiihou!  more  taiseness  and  sentimen- 
tality than  is  inevitable 

is  Hosanna  more  than  a  love  story?  A 
play  about  a  transvestite  is  bound  toex 
plore  Ihe  paradoxes  o I  sexual  roles  As 
we  laugh,  or  lailloiaugh,  as  Hosanna 

ic-oks  on  her  dreadful  dress,  or 
.    neap  scent .  we  laugh,  or  tail      ! 
10  laugh,  al  a  stereotype  Hosanna  only 

!■■■  inis  Ihen.  a  play  about  straight 

Does-it  holdup  a  mirror  loits 
largely  straight  audience?  II  this  is  Ihe 
point, it shooiswideollismark  Foi  Ihll 
audience,  the  imitation  ol  Eliiabelh 
Taylor  is  not  ihe  leading  edge  ol  sexism 
llil  shows  thai  se.ual  roles  exist  and  are 
destructive,  Ihen  il  isn'l  saying  anything    I 
■ 
.i.-.idyknow  The  play,  alter  all,    I 
has  no  women  in  II  and  hasitttle  to  say 
about  women  or  to  women, 

Does  II  talk  Ihen  logay  men  Mttt 
plores  two  versions  ol  gay  sexuality  — 
an  extraordinary  version,  a  piece  Ol 
theatre  played  beiween  Hosanna  and        ' 
Cuirette  In  which  lew  will  recognize 
themselves,  even  in  parody,  and.  in  the 
linai  scene,  anoiher  version,  ihe  love  ol 
i  women  unencumbered  with  the  false 
and  artificial  But  moslotus.gayor 
Il  ■'  J.!  Mveiivesbotweendragand 
nakedness.  We  do  not  dispense  with  the 
psychic  and  social  baggage  ol  our 
sexuality  —  we  cannot  It  isour  con- 
dition Nor  do  we  allow  our  condition  lo 
become  a  prison  otieaihet  or  peilume 
Tremblay  indicates  Ihe  exlremesoMhe 
problem  llisbetweenlhesebookends 


Our  Image 


thai  we  mutt  hnd  away  It  ra  •  alan.  but 
«i-»  I*  down  Ihe  road  o<  our  liberation,  it 
tvtn  OM«f  IAmI'i  llunooli'O  As 
poUUC*  it  d*ta*>  ilimnuee'W'OiTW* 
IOO|)«n«»   iritnl"3u»i»M»e«i  As 
theatre  il  remain*  a  warm  and  someOmM 

PS  A»U*a»lcan»«e.ihi*playha» 
nothing  whatever  to  dowilh  th«  slruojgM 
o*  Ihe  psopMol  Quebec  lot  llw<  national 
ngfits 

byOamdMota 


Good-bye  Pompeii 

Robert  Wallace 

Glendon  College  Dramatic  Arts 
Programme 
Toronto 

The  action  ol  Qooabyv  Pompeii.  RoOert 
Wallaces  Ihoughllul comedy  ma 
realist  mode,  takes  place  in  the  Kitchen 
ol  An  old  ToronloCabbagetown  house 
Marked  tor  demolition,  II  nonetheless 
shll  shelters  five  university  students 
Brent  is  your  typical  jock  who  is  sleeping 
wilh  housemate  Emily,  me  bouncy 
college  coed  Sue  is  the  liberated 
woman  who  works  at  a  rape  crisis  centre 
anda  former  oedrnate  of  Willy,  the  young 
heterosexual  striving  lor  malure  love 
And  finally  Ihere  is  Danny.  Ihe  young,  in 
telligenl  gay  man,  out  lor  si*  months  and    ' 
hoping  In  attend  theological  seminary  in    I 
Ihe  fall  Add  lo  this  seemingly  In- 
congruous groupof  housemates  I  wo 
overnight  guesls  —  Danny's  trick  Henri, 
a  Quebec ols  plumber, and  Hannah, 
Willy's  older  woman1  allair  who  happens 
lobeapfotessoratlheuniversity.  and 
you  get  an  ideal  situation  for  a  lesson  in      j 

I    human  liberation' 

We  pick  up  Ihe  actional  2  AM  It's  the      I 
end  of  lerm  and  people  ate  packed  to 
leave  later  that  morning  Relations  are 
strained  In  Ihe  house. and  as  we  observe 
aseries  ot  encounters  between  the 
characters  we  become  aware  thai  this 
strain  Is  a  byproducl  of  socially  eon- 

|  dllioned  hangups  and  Iruslratlons 
Brent,  probably  the  most  tucked  up'  of 

:  them  all,  pinpoints  lha  problem  nicely 
"We'reall  under  someone's  thumb  trying 
lo  squirm  out  " 

All  Ihe  characters  are  finally  brought 
togelheraroundthekilchentablefora        i 
laslbreaklast  Emily  laments  the  break-       I 
upotlhis'lamlly'  (Throughout  the  play 

!  the  nuclear  lamiiy  has  been  indicled  as       | 

,  un  oppressive  institution  trom  which 
people  must  escape  if  they  are  to  liberate 
themselves )  The  mail  arrives  borne  by 
Brent,  Ihe  only  character  who  Is  unable 
lo  reconcile  himsell  with  the  group,  also 

1  the  one  most  dependent  on  his  parents. 

'  Dannyteceivesalel(erre|eclinghim 
from  seminary  because  ol  his  avowed 
homosexuality  Emily'slellerreveals 
that  her  patents  have  discovered  she  is 
living  witha  man,  and  Willy  learns  that 
the  house,  which  was  to  be  torn  down, 
has  been  given  a  reprieve  Canihisaller- 
nallve community  be  salvaged  Ihen? 
Brent  is  gone,  but  is  Emily  prepared  to 
make  Ihebreak  with  her  lamlly  and  live 


the*  •  without  lum*  Can  Willy  and  Sue 
come  loan  understanding  about  then 
(•UtionsMp?  Ooe*  Danny  really  ami  to 
uvewilhelratgnlsTWitnin«eetinv*rin« 
questions  the  play  ends 

The  gay  characters  are  sensi  t  ivety  por- 
trayed The  dynamic  etamenim  their 
reiaiionsnjp  is  thelact  that  Henri  knows 
first  hand  wftat  oppression  means  Not 
only  has  he  been  out  for  ten  years  Out  his 
socio- political  position  as  a  working 
class  Ouebecois  has  made  oppression  a 
reality  m  ail  aspects  ol  his  li'e  When 
Danny  reveals  his  a/rtbilioti  toenier  a 
seminary  as  an  open  gay.  Henn  respon 
ds     Ishilonpnest'    Hispolilicat 
analysis  may  not  be  sophisticated,  but  its 
gut  reality  serves  lo  knock  the  political 
science  major'  illusions  out  ot  Oanny  s 
mind  Henn  continues    People  don  t 
want  lobe  honest    You  can  t  change 
them  jusl  by  saymg  you're  gay 

Danny  s  straight  male  housemates  are 
threatened  by  hissexuainy,  especially 
Brent  ThescenemwhichDannyand 
Brenl  conlront  each  other  is  part  icularty 
strong  Danny  s  rage  is  real  and  deeply 
felt,  and  Challenges  ail  in  the  audience 
gay  or  straight  The  lender  support  which 
Emily  gives  Danny  in  the  taceo'hisad 
versary  (her  boylnendi  also  has  its  im- 
pact 

The  element  ol  humour  in  the  play 
helps  lomake  ihe  political  personal  and 
real  The  comic  metaphor  ot  Ihe  house 
literally  (ailing  apart,  paralleling  the 
community  within  the  house  serves  as  a 
reliel  tosomeol  the  more  didactic 
sequences  It  is  unfortunate  that  ihe 
author  did  not  focus  m  a  IHHe  more 
closely  Asusiands.ihereisacom- 
plicated  web  of  relationships  and 
metaphors  which  tends  to  confuse  the 
viewer  and  disperse  our  concentration 

The  author  has  attempted  lo  steer 
away  from  stereotyped  images  with  the 
help  ot  direct  or  Charles  Northed  e  and  a 
lalentedcast  However.onemusl 
question  Ihe  limilslo  which  aplaywnghl 
can  carry  his  own  perspecllveol  reality 
into  Ihe  script  It  seems  tome  irrespon- 
sible lor  a  gay  playwright  like  Robert 
Wallace  10  present  any  images  of  gay 
people  which  will  reinforce  a  negative 
viewot  us  by  straights  Does  Danny  have 
to  carry  a  picture  of  his  mother 
everywhere  he  goes'1  Does  he have  to 
reveal  to  Ihe  audience  that  his  father  died 
when  he  was  live  and  that  he  and  his 
mother  like  togoout  on  dales  together 
pretending  they  are  a  straighl  couple? 
Musi  Danny  be  the  one  In  the  house  who 
owns  a  sel  ot  crystal  and  isagourmel 
cook?  And,  real  as  II  may  be  for  some, 
must  Henri  have  a  letish  about  having 
sex  with  his  jeanson?  Alio!  these  were 
minor  aspects  ol  their  characters  bul 
ones  which  Hear  will  remain  in  the  minds 
ol  Ihe  predominantly  straight  audience 

The  production  was  well  designed  and 
executed  and  despite  its  obvious 
problems,  Good  Bye  Pompeii  isan  im- 
pressive ach  lev  erne  n  I  by  Roberl 
Wallace,  Charles  Northcoieand  ihe 
Glendon  College  Dramatic  Arts 
programme 

by  Dan  Slain!  on 


The  Ivory  Tunnel 


Two  gay  character*  in  Robert  Wellece'tpUyCootfOire  Pom  pen. 


Photograph    trom  Waller  Hinder  s  Wn»i 

Small  Press  Books 

Young  insouciant  bodies,  caughi  in 

theaclof  changing,  waving,  leaning 
againsl  sunhl  wails,  frolicking  in 
Showers,  balhmgin  hot  springs 
showing  themselves  wilh  innocent 
exhibitionism    posing  naked  wilhsultry 
depraved  innocence '  Thisishow 
William  Burroughs  describes  the  young 
men  depicted  in  Sex-Apo*a't$l3  95. 
Avani  Associates.  200 W 20th St,  New 
York.  NY),  a  book  ot  photos  by  Jurgen 
Vollmer  who  also  produced  Noreyevin 
Pans 

Certainly  il  is  a  welcome  change  If  om 
those  studiedly  -posed,  carefully-lit 
studio  photographs  ol  naked  boys  In 
bowler  hals  standing  coolly  ai  Ihe  bo! 
lomsot  ladders  Theyouths  in  Sex 
Appear  are  recorded,  many  ot  Ihem,  on 
real  beaches  or  in  teal  bedtooms 
Burroughs,  m  his  introduction,  calls 
them   human  archetype* '   "Sexiswhat 
appeals  to  you, "  he  writes,  and  ihe 
lellows  here  are  sexy  enough,  I  suppose, 
Ihese  Italian  beach  boys.  Puerto  Rican 
hustlers  and  oulol-work  New  York  ac- 
tons. 

But  lean  [  heipdiscermng another 
element  in  the  machismo  they  keepup, 
even  here,  at  their  most  relaxed  Anyone 
ot  ihem  could  be  the  lough  who 
bludgeoned  Pier  Paolo  Pasolim  —  or  any 
ot  a  thousand  other  gays  — todeathand 
ran  him  over  wilh  his  own  car  |ust  to  be 
sure  of  il.  Beneath  the  insensitivebut 
compliant  surlaceotlhese  young,  slick, 
heterosexual  males,  there  is  a  mundane 
menace  that  has  no  element  ol  eroticism 
in  it  Hmay  never  manliest  ilself:  it  Is 
Significant  thai  Ihe  only  sexual  encoun- 
lers  shown  here  are  heterosexual .  in  ail 
likelihood,  Ihey  will  marry  young,  work, 
have  kids  grow  into  an  acceptable,  unat- 
tractive and  thoroughly  banal  middle 
age,  and     'Realer  than  ihe  llesh.realer 
lhandeaih.' says  Burroughs  Isuspecl 
he  knows  belter,  and  does  not  say  so  oul 
ol  prudence,  or  politeness 

In  so  many  photo  booksaimed  at  gay 
men.lhereisnolhtngreallyg.ay  Even 
when  t  here  are  pai  rs  or  groups  ot  men, 
they  rarely  embrace,  seldom  even  touch 
or  seem  to  have  any  at  lect  lonate  or  eroi  ic 
inlereslmoneanother  Sen  Appeal. 
whiie.it  gives  several  pages  loshots  da 
ntgnt-eiub  lull  ot  women  pa  wing  at  a 
walrusy-looking  go-go  boy.  has  only  one 
or  Iwopholos  that  suggest  any  male 
maiealfectiort. 

There  are  noneal  all  in  Craw  lord 
Barton  s  book  olponraiis8eaufj'(j' Men, 
ironically  published  by   Liberation 
Publications  '(iheA0vocarefoiksHSi5,  t 
Peninsula  Pi  .Bidg  i730,Suite.225,San 
Mateo, CA    E  lendtobe 

0'  the  stylish  sort  that  easily  date.  The 
best  m  me  book  are  the  last  two,  ol  a 
naked  man  washing  in  a  stream,  alone  m 
themidcjie  ola  langied,  complicated- 
looking  lorest 

Waiter  Rmders  photos are  Ihe  best 

part  ot  his  Where  Will  (Be  Tomorrow? 

-  estiai  Arts,  231  Adrian  Rd  . 

Millbrae  CAi  Rmdensasortoloui  ol 

the-cioseiRodMcKuenandri.    . 


6*  Tomorrow? 
andprosepoems  though  Iheir  sen 
timenisareolten  line,  have  lillleot  real 
poetryaboul  Ihem  Thereisnolhing 
arreslingor  Iresh  in  Ihen  imagery,  vision 
or  lone  But  Rmders  books  are  very 
popular. and  perhaps  il  is  the  lack  of 
precision  or  strong  individuality  thai 
helps  make  them  so. 

Rinder  could  be  placed  in  the  tradition 
ol  old-fashioned  personal  essayists  (oi 
moralislsjand  Elbert  Hubbard  armchair 
philosophers  Autsmostbanal.his 
i  message  is  simply  tecycled  homines 
,  liomthe'60'5Countercullure  Bul  there 
i  is  a  good  deal  ol  Kindness  and  quiol 
.common  sense  too,  and  lhat  can  do 
.  Rinder'slollowingnoharmatall: 

It  appears  to  be  true  thai  loo  ollen 
|       when  a  person  linds  thai  one  and  only 
i       love'  of  thai  special  person  they  have 
little  need  for  any  other  meaningful 
relaiionship  Their  capacity,  rather  than 
increasing  because  ol  this  special 
loving  found,  diminishes  in  its 
profound  radiation  to  others.  How 
Iragic  when  we  adhere  toa  small  pari 
ol  loving  lhal  special  person  in  its 
lolal  revelaiion  I  have  always  felt 
that  each  time  we  lound  aspecial 
,       loving  relationship  II  magnified  our 
understanding  in  giving  loolhers. 
Loving  other  people  is  not  enough 
;       inloday'sseduclivesociely  It  lakes  a 
,       wanting  to  be  loved.  A  needing  lobe 
loved.  Every  particle  ol  loving  is  vital 
|       and  none  should  be  turned  away.  We 
need  to  receive  the  act  ol  loving  to  learn 
howlogivelove  Finding  I  hat  special 
1       person,  puts  love  Into  a  category  thai 
win  luiilii  all  their  desires  and  needs, 
and  together  they  will  live  in  paradise, 
lloattng  upon  the  ocean  ol  ecstasy, 
just  ihe  two  of  them  They  will  realize 
Us  fallacy  when  paradise  is  shaken  by 
I  he  earthquake  ot  Iruth  Thai  a  special 
person  is  a  vital  beginning,  a  foun- 
dation thai  expands  their  ability  to 
love  others, 

T he  photographs  accompanying  Rm 
ders  text  areolvanousyoung  men,  the       ' 
friends  and  lovers  he's  wrillen  for  The  in- 
hmacy  andcompanionshipshowupin 
the  pictures,  they  are  the  kindotmomen- 
tos  I'd  like  to  take  of  my  own  friends 
When  the  sub|ec  I  s  are  shown  close-up 
and  lull-face,  there  is  no  question  they 
are  looking  not  jusi  into  a  camera  but  into 
the  eyes  ol  someone  they  know  and 
IfUSI 

There  is  warmth  here,  a  comfortable 
romantk  lam  lhat  Is  thoroughiyac 
cessible  and  not  at  all  morbid  or  student 
Two  pictures  In  pwtlculaj  thai  stay  in  ihe 
mind  o'anaked  youthlymgrjri  ■ 
nyerbank,  his  wnsis  in  the  water, 
drmkinglikeayoung 
Narcissus,  his  laini  reflection 
Rinder  and  a  woman  friend,  she  |usi  a  hi 
tie  self -conscious,  smiling,  a  lender 
friendliness  Sullusing  Ihe  picture 

What  a  pit  y  t  here  are  no  simi  lar  ihol  s 
ol  ihe  poelwilh  male  friends'  Bullhe 
cwess  of  emergence  Irom  ihe  closet,  or 
the  cocoon,  ii  a  tl  ruggle.  and  takM  time 

Rinder  s approach  in  this 
CPC*.agood  bOoMogtv«*n*w  Ifiand 
by  Ian  Young 

March/ Body  Politic 


FLAUNTING  IT! 


Chains  of  plastic  flowers 


lag-on*  o>  WlTMMUl)  OOUpM* 
M<ding  oil  a  ferryboat  a'  ler  i»uiu  —  I 
■etched  them  otl  the  Ark.  I  wo  by  two. 
cfta.  roo'p*a»nclio*»<s  on  ineir  necks 
tmpreiudKed  I  could  see  no  reason  for 
ihem  10 be  couples   no loving touches, 
no  silent  ion*  to  esch  oth< 
or  coloured  thanrsl  of  Ihe  world  nothing 
gentle  ormt  mute  Thementookediome 
fal end ouii  be/ety  distinguishable from 
seen  other  drunk  in  various  degree*,  un- 
steady. ioud,  their  face*  —  I  couldn't  h« 

II  i   n  you  want  toread 
something  ihere.spast.  suggestions  ol 
within  tomeming  Asiltheyhadallnad 
[JanTiCMjioo'y.GfoupPian  They 
clutched  al  their  women,  leaned  and 
broatnedonthem,  rusilingandlwif 

I  ering,wllht»ntS»IIChSlr  coming  aparl 

A  lone  male  walked  faster  I  ban  Ihe  rest 
—  adi  tlorentlaco.no'  belle' 
necessarily,  but  more  tension,  less 
placid,  less  plush  I  sew  several  ot  these, 
and  wondered  tlsawwomenwithout 
men.  too,  but  they  were  in  pairs  and 
threes,  and  looked  as  content  as  anyone 
else,  whoknows^  II  this  is  the  world, 
we're  lost  in  II,  il  has  nothing  (or  us 
Chainaol  plastic  llowers  Wemaynoi 
deserve  better  but  we  certainly  need  it 

A  man  (heierosen  ual)  said  lo  a  woman 
Intndol  mine,  they  were  discussing 
Homosoxuai*  'I  have  nothing  against 
Ihom  I  Ihink  it '»  only  nghl  they  llnally 
have  Iheir  own  places  logo  'Finally? 
wi  malwiyi  hsdourownplaoMiU 
least  the  Bedtooms  ot  Ihe  Nations, 
whetherthegovernmeniia  in  therewith 
us  or  not  But  beyond  that  you  always 
knew  where  togo,  you  knew  or  you 
stumbled  into  certain  caves,  tents,  ante- 
chambers, slorago  looms  In  barracks, 
ce It ei  corners  in  seminaries,  tho  city 
gates,  the  great  fountain,  across  Irom  Ihe 
equestrian siBtue,  under Ihe  dock  Until 
recently  most  or  our  history  was  (old  in 
I  hose  places,  a  particular  in' 
distinguishable  house.  Our  Own  Beach, 
Iho  Impressionist  Room  in  Ihe  arl  gallery 
—  everybody  who  needs  them  eventually 
comes  toknow  them  Best ol all: We 
know  but  They  don' I  (The  police  often       I 
know,  some  ot  them  even  indulge,  bui 
they  can  always  beat  I!  out  ol  one  of  us  I      , 
There  are  other  risks,  some  of  us  gel 
killed,  bul  what  can  youdo?  You  can  llnd    : 
these  places  taster  with  the  righikindof 
guidebook,  but  I  wo  hours  or  I  wo  days  in  a 
iw  town,  depondlngon  how  aggressive    ! 
how  determined  you  are,  you'll  know 
them,  anywhere  on  earth  There'sihis 
SaunaattheSoulh Pole,  (ami |oklng?|       ! 

Night  isours  Somool  us  I  unction 
Irom  10  PM  to  somewhere  in  I  he  dawn.       . 

I  We  develop  special  vision,  and 
keep  black  glasses  lor  excursions  Inlo 
dayjWeshatenighUheundersideoflhe  : 
buying,  selling  city,  with  walerirucks 
siickingdown  streets,  bored  and 
cruising  cops,  garbage  collectors. 

i  '-rii  or  unwanted  proshlutes. 

loners  drifting  inand  out  ol. )f|| 

restaurants  weary  sleepless,  dtunk. 
hurt.gullenng  lives,  unimporlanl  people    ' 
watlingtodie  TheNormaipeopleareal 
home 

Know  lhat  we're  here  on  sufferance 
only  Wemeintainatokenpresence.a 
few  of  us  wound-Ughi.  heads  whirring 
and  singing  on  a  ti«  ol  one  kind  or 
another  skin  yellow- lit.  ignoring  poison 
Irom  passing  goons,  punched  Sick  in  52      ' 
&*.sion(dolcommii  libel?),  tailinginio 
strange  beds  Wall  tor  the  next  night  to 
come,  it  ever,  and  one  day  you're  old  At 
worsi  all  these  wonders  will  be  taken 
'romuainaliash.  they  II  notice  us  and 
hound  us  back  into  Ihe  cellars  bacr.un 
Oer  theory  gales  Even  where  we  have 
them,  wvcoutd  lose  the  Bedrooms  ot  the 
Nation  with  or  without  the  slrokeot  a 
3en  Sowemayasweilcnioy 

The  Gaygnetlo    A  contradiction  in 
term*ii  th«raever  was  one.  the  e« 
cession  is  bandied  about  by  Gay 
'■be/anon pecpio  withacerta.n  amount 
o>  booming  But  lust  what  is  bong  named 


or  described''  In  smaller  places,  is  the 
ghetto  that  certain  booth  in  the  bus 
station  washroom  plus  the  reou>s<te  oe* 
cemageiCk5uVaccon3ing  to  wt>o  sieving 
it)  of  private  dwellings''  in  the  Big  City  is 
il  Ihe  several  bars  and  baths  huddling 
fogei  her  lor  protect  ion  or  for  easte* 
cruismgiweareforgettinghoA  I 
plus  I  he  adjacent  overpriced  bache*oret<e 
high  rises  containing  Such  numbers  ot 
Gay  people  thai  poliiical  candidates ac 
luailybegin  io  nonce  ihem  at  - 
nothing  else"'  Is  it  strictly  geographical, 
could  a  wall  be  thrown  uparound  it.  War 
saw  19*4, and  the  occupants 
systematically  wiped ouf  Or  a  state  of 
mind'  Does  it  matter  whereil  is? 

C.A  Inppwrileialienglhin  The 
HomoseMuai  Malm  aboul  the  In- 
dividuality of  the.   cum    ihdthesees 
responsible  tor  or  leading  lo  seiual 
arousal  What  hedoesn  i  say.  the  cues 
inai  give  people  ihe  hois  can  be  bound- 
lessly profitable  All  you  have  todois 
get  a  r&ugn  tdeaolacueor  iwoicom 
biningthemincreasessalesappeal), 
package  il.  appro,  imaleu  simulate  it  or 
provide  a  selling  lor  il  You  can  laki--;  |  usi 
about  anyihing,  I  suppose,  and 
the  Ion  or  by  Ihemllhon  You  can  provide 
dark,  airless  ntt le  Meccano-set  ten  ^ 
Muzak  and  lowels.  Ihe  buggers  should 
begratelul  Orasmoke-filledbarnwiih 
surly  waiters  and  oceans  of  beer  legally 
just  this  side  ol  piss  ll'scold.  whaimoie 
do  they  want?? 

TheMaygay.aToronlobar.evenwenl 
so  tar  torus  clients  as  tochange  its 
name  I  was  told  "because  n  mighl  have 
been  embarrassing  tor  people  talk  ing  a  I 
theottice  aboul  what  they'd  done  over 
Ihe  weekend,  having  touse  Ihe  name 
Maygay      Into  a  plain  brown  wrapper  il 
goes,  along  wllh  t  he  rest  ot  our  in 
slllulions:  The  Club  iBalhs),  The  Library 
(ex-baths,  out-otbusmess  now),  ihe 
Studio  II,  etc  The  Maygay  sponsored  a 
contest  to  select  a  new  name  Thewin 
net   'TheTtiengle''  The  Pin*  Triangle, 
daroone  hope'  The  winner  "No,  no.  it  s 
namedafteraclublknowinNewYork 
Aficionados  ot  lhat  city  say  Ihe  New 
York  Triangle  Is   really  lacky 

Mow  about  packaging  abunchol 
photographs  ot  people  whose  immortal 
beauty  exists  only  in  theeye  of  a  camera, 
orbetlerslilliniheeyeolthelantasizer 
(who  are  these  people  in  the 
photographs,  these  Chuck  s  and  Mikes 
and  Rod's),  pasted  together  with  a  mm 
lureotpromisesmotmng  you  can  beheld 
to.  ot  course,  caveat  emptor)  thai  these 
breathtaking  specimensare  waning 
somewhere  around  a  corner,  |ust  loiyou, 
and  advice  on  what  lobuy  to/ooA  like  Ihe 
photograph  yourself  Keep  dreaming 
sucker,  bul  above  all  keepDuyino 
Something  s  bound  to  come  of  il 
eventually 

Everyone  knows  lhat  all  mendrool 
overall  photographs  ot  naked  bodies 
Not  me.  I'm  much  more  aroused  by  wnl- 
lenpotnography  Several  years  ago  a 
fellow  worked  me  over  wnh  a  Dutch  por- 
no novel,  the  passage  m  which  the  two 
impossibly  gorgeous  lone  blond  and 

■inerdarkandUtin, 
naturally  does  any  other  combination 

Mltlessly  horny,  staggeringly 
hung  supermen  tucked  in  Ihe  shower  ot  a 
Tangiersmaiebrothel  (nothing  remolety 

lesemlUmg  lhat  ever  happened  feme  in 

Tangten  isupposethat'swhy wehave 
pornography)  left  me  breathless  and  ap- 
propriately quivering,  we  rushed  10  Ihe 

■   ■' Jiasiiwasn  tTangiers.ne 
■ 
ItU  Viking  god  s  name  was 
■   .ou'ns 
limiiedonlybyyourimaginalion  youcan  j 

■ 
doesn't  enter  m  ioii  ims  is  Business. 

i  leeting  or  need  is  fair  game     ' 
You  make  it.  wen  buy  il  That  swhal 
ghettos  are  for 

by  Michael  Riot  don 
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FICTION 


La  temps 
des  citrouilles 


A  story  for  Michael 

by  Graham  Jackson 


The  boys  entered  the  Mr  wood 
Nenher  spoke  as  ihey  undressed 
The  sun  slanted  through  the  bran- 
ches as  through  the  slats  ol  a  Venetian 

Hind  And  lar  away  above  their  heads. 
eslingonthelipSOltheorcleoMirs  me 
ate-atternoon  sky  I  iKe  the  central  dome 
>l  a  great  cathedral 

A  pale  blue  sky  as  it  laded  by  time. 
stucK  with  a  whitish  sun 

II  was  me  laslweeK  in  September 
Naked.  Ihey  spread  their  clothes  out 
uxunously  on  the  needles  Eicept  lor 
the  sound  ola  dislant  iracior  ploughing  a 
hafdtieid.lheanwasverystill  They 
paused  tor  a  second  on  opposil  e  sides  of 
the  bed. 

I      -It's  good  to  be  back,  'ihe  older  boy 
said 
The  other  answered  by  throwing  him- 


sell onlo Ihe mattress  Spreadeagled on 
his  back,  he  look  the  genile  weight  ot  his 
Inend  with  a  choked  cry  ol  pleasure 

Their  mouths  opened  and  they  kissed 
hard 

They  lay  back  on  their  domes  side  by 
side,  bodies  ribbed  wiih  sunlight 

"So,  ifsnot  all  that  great,  eh?" 
What9" 
University  " 

Jim,  me  older  one,  laughed 

"Youiaughin'atme-?" 

'  Yah  " 

Tonypouled  Mehadaverytulllower 
iipandlheetlecl  wasabitcadoonish. 

Jim  laughed  again 

Tony  smacked  him  on  ihe  shoulder 
and  then,  frightened,  rolled  over  on  his 
tnend,  burying  his  head  m  the  groove 
betweenjim  searandshouloei  There, 


■ML 


■ 


FICTION 


Jim*  again 
Jim  smiled  Eyestioaed.ne could see 

■■■■■  tw,  \bOdy  M*«ncw 
I '«  powerful  Shoulders 
ihe  .*'..,  im  niptxos  iik-- coppers,  the 
pmemorenousappendu  scavand 


I  -  r  i  ■  -    ,.  i]-,..., 
■ 

i  dome*" 

ilO»t*yors<  in 
■ 
"l  thougnt  you  might  wanna  slay 
KottneguytinnisFrenc 
c'a»  had  asked  him  loa  party  tontghl 
"imiaat  i 

now  Ml  Chi  hero  most 

"Most  i  Tony  »  head  Shol  up.  panic  m 
hlaayaa. 

itmpu )  if"  Do>    '■••  '•  lohn 

thouldai again    It  SaJIrighl  When 
wtmicomo 

You  can  study  hero,  cen'l  you?' ' 

Maybo  " 

Youdon'lwantlo though  " 

in  mo  Somownoreoverlha  other 
sine  o I  the  pond  a  dog  barked  and  some 
childron  laughed.  "You  Know,  you  sound 

l>kn.lj«j.ll<ii, 

1 I"!  ink  -.nock wilhm* small, 

white  teeth 

•lOpltl     '  in'  guy  in  his  French  class 
i-.-Mordaywithaiarge. 
purpichickoyonhisnock 
You  (0  obi  ling  hard  again 
Ho  wits 

I    "'V     i| rii'il.in.t. jniMliMpl.nl, illy 

'■   "I   I'1     I    ■   'I'    .'. , -.'I-.  I.',.  ,■,      ' 

"Onctoriwd ' 

"Really?"  Tony  giggled  and  grabbed 
Jim's  cock 

Last  time  thinkingaboui  ihaguylnhia 
French  grammar  class  Greg  Yesterday 
!ii'.'."|.'.in."1  I  ■.tun..  (Mi,.,    .1*.  |  .1 , ,  . 

I iQuttrt, without  undarwaai  and  trio  h 
Dutch  clogs,  no  socKs  Jimcouldn  I  gel 

■  '■'  i>  ■-'.  gull  kbreg could  Denude 

1     01       "i, si  looked  nude  diessed 

■■  "■.■ycailed 
to«y     "Fo«y",  Jim  liked  that  woid  II 
■-.  i     in, 

Wnul  about?  Tell  met  "Tony 
squeezed  Jim  5  cock  so  lhai  he  winced 
"Christ1"  Tony  pulled  hiri  hand  away 
-ii'dchtid    Idofflremembflf! 
i  k3     Tony  wailedpenilentlyasJim  5 
eyas  opened  and  c  losed  sleepily 
What 

liackedotllhinkingaboul  this  illei 
noon 

ThodiBlant  ploughing  ceased  all  oia 
sudden 

'  '-good  as  you  imagined? 
Better  Beitei1'  Tneyoungerboy 
■  ■     ■     ■ 

nilMaiHJcrosadhisayt 
■ 
Idontknow  The  watch  is  over  there 
someplace 

■  <i>ed  lor  the  watch  without 
.. 
Whaaaya  wanna  know  Ihellme  101  I 
1  Tonyaskod  His  whole  body  w.j:  1    ■ 
I  again  eves  bright  and  seated  m 
\   . 

■  hapfoppt  dnJmajpiiuponhisaibOM  la 
*«•  it  rw  could  road  Jim's  face 

MaoptMd  hlaayaa 
andioo*' 
Imhungr,  1 


Of*/wnj*cAtonitatrw*lMn<.-  .. 

onfo  Author o'C,Mia*n\4 
Oooto'*ft«/f  irones  ft'tieifa/frctom 
TBPwei    Toeing irtm Une  'nieetrto'o 
gov  maw  imag*  «i  eta  sue*/ beif«f 


Tony  on  each  nippM    iitu- 

I  Saturday  tuppe**" 
wee*     Tnat  phrase  m  hit  Fmncno/am 
mar  cam*  to  rwr,     . » ivrnpi  0V1 

■     ■  .■■•-. lerjne 

tr*Jugnt.i»«ati.'Si  oven  though  Fie 

■owed  hrs  French  gramma*  r»  1  - 

raj  rr.omoAoonihacovorand 
•is  ffvro+iit  framing  orach  chapter 
needing  PumpkiniimenedaJwaysbean 
m  it  moan!  a  cleaner 
c"Soers*y  and  hMrsides  of  colour,  and 
ih*  smoae  from  chimneys  wraall 
•oneryt  -  xie  it -was 


hove  10  do 'S  as*  Grog  up  tor  a  eookond 
—  and  he  toughed  loud  >n  annctpafon 
Hrseyeaopened  and  hetww  Tony  111 
ling  there  bes«de  hum,  croa*  legged 
holding  nis  own  cock  in  the  palm  o>  his 
hand  TrusgestureimedJimbutthenrie 
saw  in  Tony  s  f  aceaiooa  ol  hurt  and  nui- 
."wwi  as  though  Tony  had  read  has 
thoughts. 

You  IOC*,  great  lntnisl>gn<     Jim 
tugged  at  Tony  s  big  toe 
"1  love  you  Jim' 

I  iihaveioistoiei]  your  folks,  wont 


Chant  ai  a  commg     Tony  stuck  out 


■ 

!■'"*' FcChrt*****  Tony  — 

Then  he  laughed    You  11  here  time 
Hove  you  Jim 
Vou  11  have  lime     Mr  stood  and 
stretched  Mo  wanted  to  shout 
something  to  the  sky  but  for  the  lust 
time  in  Iron)  o>  Tony,  no  COumnt  A 
chain***  sliced  the  stillness  for  |ust  a 
secondandthonwassitent  That  and  the 
taint  sounds  o>  tree-  toads,  summer 
sounds     It  'snot  like  tail.  isifM* 
frowned 

Neat  waataod  11  will  be  ilVauauaJ 

line*  You  Usee  Jim' 
'.'Jtc*    Hestartedtodrass. 

1  dmbied  across  the  blankais 
■  ockintonismouth 

"■.>«  up  his  pants 
Heyl 

■ 

.    .. 

,  tell  ■ 

me  oull 
Youusedtocometwi   1 

nheapup. 
lluBhad  wnrienertion and  happy 
'  Bit  t^ui  1  gotta  pee  " 
Pee  then1    Tony  yanked  down  on 

Not  now  Tony  Its  almost  supper 

This  is  enough  for  me  " 

"StopitfJimbackedaway  Hellked 
Tony  s  hungry  look  all  right  —  he  cupped 
in/,  i-  !■;-.  11 
..-, ni.'tui. k>?ii  ii.. 

not  now    Maybe  later  tonight  OK  ' 
iw.mi  youaillhetime  " 

"Come  on.  get  dressed" 

"O.K  *  Tony  reached  lor  his  shirt 
"Jim?" 

"Yah?1 

"You  remember  when  we  lirsl  made 

low  tart  ■ 

Yah    HecouldseeGreg.entetinglho 
in  wood  and  kicking  oil  his  clogs 

"Almost  two  years  ago 

Thai's  right .'  Theyhadblowneach 
Olher  Tony  had  |usl  turned  fifteen  Wnat 
would  hedo  with  Greg?  Hod  like  tocup 
his  cock  and  bails  for  him  Then   ? 
Fuck?  Jesus,  he  was  getting  hard  He 
turned  away  from  Tony 

I  |USl  dun  I  want  anything  to  change." 

"No" 

"Youdontoither?" 

"No  "  He  sat  with  his  back  lo  Tony  and 
pulled  on  his  boots  His  lingers  were 
shaking 

From  a  distance  Ihey  heard  thedinner 
bell  clang  At  the  same  lime,  acrow 
cawed  itscynn.isin 

"l  thought  maybe  university  would 
change  everything." 

"Slopil.Tony  Nolhmg'schanged 
There  snoonelikeyouji  .. 

Really." 

'Really?'- 
"C'mon  " 

Giggling  again  in  a  voice  thai  was 
tighl,  almost  girlish,  Tony  pul  on  his 
socks  and  underpants  "You'll  read  me 
someo!  your  French  poetry,  then?" 

Bum     Jim  suddenly  tell  a  lol  older 
than tni5pantless boy  WhatdidTony 
havetodowithFrenchanyway?He 
couldn  1  read  a  word  ohl1 

Verlaine  "  He  pronounced  it  Ver-iane 
Verlaine  ' 


That  swhatl' 
Yah  Come  or 

e  circle  of  Tirs 


Jim  moved  outside 


phrase  over  ana  ove'  Ms  tongue,  he 
began  to  like  nit  ten  nice  Failwasiatem 
coming  this  year  anyway  It  was  warm 
muggy  even,  and  the  leaves  we" 
yellow  Intneaif.50melhmgla2y.no 
.    ■    . 
■  Ihinh  thai  maybe  tele  ■ 
des  airouitles   was  more  appropriate  for 

Me  dosed  his  eyes  tight  and  heard 

Greg   Ifi^guvmhisFiencnclasS. 

repeatmo.  tetemptfk 

his  guiet ,  deliberate  voice  wni  le  he 

irag  snippleshereinthelir 
wood  on  a  hajy  1  all  day  Greg  s  nipples 
wouldbesmailandhard  Heru .1 
denx  chest  han    Le  romps  des 
citrowiles     itcoutdnappen  All  he'd 


"Chant ai<  Wow1  Didyourmomask 
her? 

I  asked  her  100  " 

You  regteat1'  Hegrabbed  tor  Tony's 
Iree  hand,  but  Tony  pulled  11  out  of  reach 
idiQn  1  think  i  d  get  to  see  Sis  this 
weekend  at  an  Sheworksiikeanuiin 
that  hair  salon  of  hers  Oom  special  fobs 
for  old  ladies  like  Velma  Armstrong  *■  Me 
turned  tosee  if  Tony  had caugm  the 
name  Vei ma  always  said  Tony  would 
make  agood  match  tor  one  ol  her  grand- 
daughters So  handsome  and  no  airs 
a&jut  rum.  not  Tony. 

"i  wish  she  weren  t  coming  now 

"How  come5' 

pend  all  night  talking  to  he* 
m  t    Atoneotimpattencehad 
crept  into  his  voice 


"I'mcommgi  I  mcoming''  Tony 
climbed  into  his  pantsandboois. 
We  re  tale." 
It  doesnt  matter     Ton>  ran  lo  Mm, 
shin  tailandbootlacesllymg     Trie»  11 
■  lueezed  Jim  shand     They 
rail  Like  them  Ins  Always  'He 
turned  to  look  back  ai  them  fondly 
"Jim? 

'  Le  tempi  ties  atrouilles,  "he  said  to 
nimsell 

The  sun  had  departed  Ihe  f  irwoodei 
cept  lor  aray  or  two  dropped  randomly 
'glass 
Merea:  .ah  and 

And  there  a  boy  s  watch,  broken,  the 
hands  frozen  at  S  26,  but  sparkling  fierce- 
ly as  though  11  would  outshine  the 

I)  i^oendingihe 

domeot    • 
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Fighting  right  beside  him 

Sarah  Montgomery  lost  her  gay  son  but  her  commitment  to  gay  rights  is  stronger  than  ever. 


"Influence  children? 
Nonsense!  What  is 
important  is  that  young 
growing  gay  boys  and 
lesbians  have  role  models. 
It's  terribly  important  that 
there  be  openlygay 
teachers  in  all  the  schools!" 


I  will  not  be 

CLOSE! 
MOTHtR 


T 


.* 


The  scene  of  the  double  suicide  was  an 
upper -miadie-ciass  suburb ol  San  Fran- 
cisco ThedatewasSeptembeO.  1972— 
>  Saturday 

Charlie  Montgomery  and  John,  his 
lover .  sealed  me  doors  ot  i  heir  garage 
Irorn  the  inside  and  turned  on  the  car 
motor  Charlie  was  46,  the  father  ol  tour. 
John  was  48  They  were  not  missed  until 
Monday  when  they  (ailed  to  show  up  for 
work  Oneoflheiremployerscalled 
Charlie's  wile,  whosummoned  the 
doI  ice  and  broke  ml  o  the  garage 

Later  lhat  day. Cna/lie  s 74-yearold 
mother  got  the  news  in  her  New  VorkCily 
apartment   Shehadrecentiyteturned 
East  from  a  visit  wiih  her  son  and  his 
luve'—  a  visit  m  which  she  had  wit 
nessed  their  happi  ness  as  wei  I  as  the 
powerful  homophobic  loices  that  ware 
■bout  lodestroy  them.  She  took  ihe  news 
withcomplei  feelings  "II  you  had 
relived  then  whole  lives  with  them  as  I 
had  recently  done.'  she  told  TheBody 
Politic,  "you  could  see  why  I  was  in 
lerxble  shock—  but  also  why  i  under 
stood  Oh,  these  wicked  closets' " 

id,  ■.,-.,  i  h..  sioryol  Charlie  and  John  a» 
I  old  by  Sarah  Montgomery  But  more 
importanily,  ti  is  thestory  ol  a 
remarkable  woman ,  an  outspoken  voice 
in  Ihe  growing   Parents  ol  Gays 
movement  Sarah  Montgomery  is  now 
78,bulhorvoiceisundimmedinits 
clar  ity  and  energy,  even  when  she  recalls 
the  early  years  ol  Charlie  B  Hie 

Charlie  was  called  aiairy  when  he 
was  young,  she  remembeis,  because  he 
loved  music—  and  boys  weren  t  sup- 
posedtolovemusic    'Youcanseewhyl 
neverquestionedthaihewasgay  lhad 
to  light  that  Battle  with  himday  alter 
day  Hewasbasicatiyamusician.com- 
posingwhenhewasfiveyeersold   He 
buill  an  organ  himselt  and  played  beauti- 
fully He  couidgotoaconcen  and  come 
homeandplayilallbyear  Butbecause 
olihal  cruelty  when  he  was  young, 
because  he  was  a  musician  and  not  a 
tighter,  he  would  never  make  il  his 
profession 

"Charlie  was  beat  up  so  often  alter 
school  that  I  was  desperate,  and  so 
linallylsaidlohim.Lislen.I'lliellyou 
whattodo  When  ihey  stan  to  tight  wiih 
you.you lear Iheirshirts  Andlheir 
mothers  will  scold  Ihem  and  spank 
them   And  you  know,  ilworkedl  Hetorea 
few  shirts,  thechildren caught  the  devil 
at  home  andtheyleflhtm  alone 

He  hated  to  tight  He  had  other  things 
;  in  mind  Of  course.oneoHhethingslhat 
'■  did  help  him  throughall  those  yearsol 
lacing  homophobia  was  the  I  act  lhat 
music  was  his  liteand  he  could  always 
turn  toil  when  things  were  too  lough  I 
usedtolistenioiheMahiersymphonies 
lorbreakfasl  Butlcan  llistenioany 
music  now  al  ail  — and  the  more 
beautiful  it  is,  ihe  harder  I  cry  ." 

Bot  h  Charlie  and  John,  as  tney  later 
told  Sarah,  had  known  i  hey  were  gay 
s.nrt-tney  were  about  13  years  old, 
;  thoughChariiewouidbe35beforeheac- 
tualiycameoutlohismoihe*.    Inever 
knew  he  was  gay.   she  speculates, 
because  I  neve*  thought  lhat  men  were 
automatically  macho  I  thought  men 
could  bejust  as  sensitive,  |ust  as  tender, 
and  love  |ust  as  deeply  as  women 


When  Chad  le.  as  a  teenager .  told  her  he 
was  being  taunted  as  aiairy  .Sarah 
recaiisthat  she  sent  him  loadoctor  who 
proved  lobe'  avery  decent  guy  He  said 
he  d  ai  so  been  accused  of  being  a 
homoseiuai.  iusl  because  he  didn'i  want 
lofighi  and  be  nasty  asaman  It  never 
entered  my  mind  lhat  my  own  child  was 
oay 

"Charlie  did  tell  me,  much  later,  that 
when  he  was  in  the  Navy  at  18  he  had 
pickeduplnephoneioiellmeonce  Bui 
his  iwotnends  pushed  down  the  lever 
and  said  ihey  would  beat  him  up  it  he  loid 
,  me.  Yousee.eventhenhedidlrusi  at 
least  melounderstandandaccepthim 
ashewas  Thesearemycomforlsnow.' 

And  then  he  married  and  had  tour 
children  Whydldhemarry?Heloved 
children,  and  was  a  wonderful  latner. 
When  he  was  1  irst  marr  ledl  got  a 
pnone  call  all  the  way  lromCsiiiom.=, 
Mom,  it  s  not  working,  I've  goi  to  come 
home.'  Builhenhetoundawa>tomake 
his  marriage  work   Hiswiteisavery  line 
|  person—  and  even  alier  Charlie  was 
:  living  wiihjohn  I  was  able  to  visum  both 
i  households  when  i  visited  oul  there 
Most  gay  parents  lose  men  children,  out 
sne  neve' denied  him  the  right  to  see  Ms 
children  He  loved  his  wiieandwasa 
good  husband  in  his  lef  ms—  no  wonder 
il  broke  her  heart  when  they  split  up 
I        l  wrote  and  said.  The  children  should 
|  know,' and  She  wrote  back  %aymg, 'My 
!  children  are  not  going  to  ben 
I  Solsaid.  Okay. they  reyOm 
|  nolgotngtodoanylhingaboui  it    Than*. 
goodness  she  went  to  some  tana 
medical  doctor  who  told  her, 'Ha's  their 


lather,  of  course  they  should  know'  And 
my  grandchildren  tool1  ii  u.iiur-.^nv  .<■,  -riny 
young  child  will  lakeanytrulh  No 
problemsalall, 

Sarah  shows  us  a  pin  I  ureol  Charlie 
with  his  children  "Thia  was  taken  short 
|y  alter  he  came  out'  lo  themand  they 
already  knew  he  wob  gay.  They  are  pretty 
grownupnow.  Charlie  and  John  had 
Ihemon  weekends  They  were  told  the 
luMtrulh  TheylovedJohndearly. 
Charlie  even  took  his  oldesl  inlo  the  gay 
i  world  Ail  the  children,  as  it  happens, 
have  turned  oul  non-gay,  which  goes  to 
Idisproveonemorelie  Sexual onenta 
tiomsnoi  learned— H'siustalactol 
nature  Likemysell,  my  grandchildren 
sawandknewclose-upgaylove  They 
admired  both  Charlie  and  John, 

"Influence children?  Nonaenset  What 
15  important  is  that  younggrowing  gay 
boys  and  lesbians  have  role  models.  Il'» 
terribly  important  that  there  be  openly 
gayie-achersinatllheschools'  Bynow. 
Ivehad  far  too  many  heartbreaking 
!  phonecallslromts-andie-yearoida 
i  Theydodesperatelyneedtwolhings; 
'  open  gay  teachersas  sympathetic 
models  they  can  lookup  lo,  and  protec 
liontromignorantnongaychildren   My 
:  greatest  worry  these  days  istor  Ihe  very 
young  lamsoheiplesstohelpthem 
when  ihey  call  me  threatening  suicide 
I  How  cantheyevenlindlheir  lesbian  and 
'  gay  peers?  I've  spent  many  a  sleepless 
.uttject  I  assure  you 
When  Chame  f  inaliy  came  oul  to  ht* 
mother  ner  own  hrsl  reaction  was 
despa<r     icouidhavehadkittena 
because  it  was  going  lo  break  upe 


r 
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"I  had  (he  privilege  of  seeing  homosexual  love,  and  I  consider  I'm  a  very  lucky  mother." 


family  Bui  all  I  said  was.  Charlie,  you've 
Dean  through  an  awful  lot  without  me 
beside  you.  and  since  you  re  out  m  the 
open  now  III  nevef  be  a  closet  mother ' 

wrote  him  letters  right  away  ashing 
nt'.tioioechme  I've  known  people  all 
mylifewhowereoay,  butlhereareso 
many  issuos.  you  canhj'1 
all— uniilonecomes right  intoyour lap  " 

Sarah  lived  with  Charlie  and  John  on 
I  wo  different  occasions  "Charllesaid. 
'Mom.  you  have  no  idea  how  hard  it  is  tor 
meloinowyourrtygayness'  But  it 
looked  so  nice  *o  good  Of  course,  he 
was  spooking  alter  all  those  years  inlho 
closet—  and  how  damaging  lhal  closet 
is' 

Someone  once  ashed  mo.' How  could 
H I  111  your  son  and  his  lover''  I 
said  thai  I've  lived  wilh  my  married 
children  and  don't  allow  myself  lo  in- 
trude, in  my  I  hough  t  seven,  mio  their 
pnvalellves  Whyshouldlwithmygay 
sun?  I  Dew  Chimin  nnd  John  wilh  a  very 
w,«m  love  Love  is  lovo  and 

•■■  ■   ■ lift  I 

vrtnlhegaypeople 

know  how  completely  natural  II  is  lo  me 
Just  bocauso  I  happen  tobo  straight. 
>  nusimo  i  would  be 

■ lantll  iMKJiknewwtiatltwaalfkata 

■  '".mophobic  world  Thebesil 
■  ■■  I".-!  i  tmm  my  child  and  his 
lovor,  and  lake  wh.it  I  consider  a  deoply 
natural  position 

i  lvlngwllhCnsriftirKlJohn.tMwu 

■■""  fit ikoncern.aharlngof 

problems,  sharing  of  lasksand 
pleasures  bel  ween  themas  I  did  when  1 
llvi  L'-itrimymarriedchildien,  I  grew  10 
lovoJohn  Mecalledme'Mom'iustllke 
Charlledid  lassureyoui 

iiiidKlicuitlounder 
siand  people  who  cannot  accept  n  by 
now  Myonty  question  was  teach  me,  I 
don't  known  I  he  gay  world.  Idonl  know 
What  you're  been  I  hiough 

1     IhsiCh    Ie  indJohn 
ihe'ddone 

1     ■  ■      rhej  i-new  rj  defended  a 

ild  to  her, 

A  nomoseiualshaveaverydil 
IICUll  life,  and  she  Mid,  tie  is  not  one  and 
if  he  were  I'd  never  want  lospeak  tohim 
again    She  wasneverlnendlywilhme 

1   'J'wCharliehnewaiilhis.but 
he  knew  Ihe  world  better  than  I  did 
Remember,  he  was  46  when  he  died  and 

"been  through  those  years  when 
there  was  noreal  movement  lob  jrk  him 
'■I'Jtoslrugglewilhit 
■    rives 

mad  my  son,  so  of  course  i 
lovedJohn  tveaiwaysbeenthekmdof 
mother  who  II  anyone  lovn  my  child  i 
I  loloveharartilin  At 

'|'st.  John  couldn't  make  me  out  but  he 
kaemedtoinjstme  Ididn  tgotosee 
them  often  because  it  costs  a  lot  logo  to 
Can  forma,  bu  t  as  soon  as  Chad  ie  got  his    , 
cuvorceandgotmsllfestraighteneoout  I 

1  '"ere  While  he  was 
separated  from  his  wife,  he  wrote  me  50- 
page  ieuets  and  we  caugnt  up  on  ai  1 1  hat 
had  happened  in  n.s  li  te  that  |  was  very 
confused  aboul  ' 

Cnertie  s  eventual  suiooened  had  us 

warning  signal)     TwKe.ee/tier.hened 

'  Hill,*  Sarah rec*'is.    and 


always  wilh  the  words,  My  family  would 
bebetterotf  wilhOulme     Ipromiseyou 
I  never  knew  what  he  meant  because  he 
was  such  a  wonderful  lather,  such  acon- 
sider ate  husband  But  after  he  went  lo 
ir.p.  v.. i  h  John  he  told  me  I  needed  never 
lear  that  again  and  he  was  more  a  whole 
person  I  nan  I  had  ever  seen  him  before  " 
Since  her  youth,  when  she  was  an  ac- 
tive sutf  ragel  teat  ihe  age  of  16,  Sarah 
has  been  accustomed  to  being  lorthrighi 
onimportani  issues,  and  Charlies 
comingoutloher  wasno  different  in  thai 
respect    'Themfnutehetoldmenewas 
gay.  Holdall  my  family  and  an  my 

Ihe  ami  lea  '  rnatsanother 
reason  he  didn't  tell  me  sooner,  I  ihmh 
He  knew  id  run  around  lathing  aboul  it' 
Ho  knew  the  world  better  than  I  did—  he 
also  hnew  I'd  come  oul  lighting   "But 


iheie  were  advantages  to  her  ton  hi  i, im 
ness  Righi  quick  my  Inends  stopped 
alliheantigay  |ohes  Thevmadeonem 
front  of  me,  and  all  of  Ihem  apologized  i 
didntgiye  Ihem  hell  oranylhmg,  I  simply 
said,  '(don't  like  thai  and  you  know  it 
You  only  wi  n  by  bei  ng  honest  and  open 
Interestingly  enough,  now  when  anything 
comesoulinihenewspapersaoouigay 
or  the  other  of  my  tnendswili 
send  me  me  dipping  They're  well  aware 
otmv  tight 

I  have  twelve  grandchildren,  tourot 
them  mamed.  and  three  great 
grandchildren  They  all  know  what  I'm 
doing,  and  if  they're  wondering  about 
anything,  we  laih  aboul  it  quite  freely 

"Peopieusedioask  me,  How's  your 
son  m  California?'  and  I'd  say.  I  don'l 
know  Something  is  bothering  himand  I 
don  i  know  what  it  is  Soldidrecogmze 
something  When  I  visitedhimandJohn. 
he  seemed  relaxed  andat  easeai  iasi . 
and  thai  was  when  he  told  me  I  needed 
I  igaJn 
But  (he  last  time  Sarah  visited  Califor- 
nia something  newwasmthe  air  Charlie 
andJohnhadgonepubdC      Aslongas 
they  lived  m  the  San  Francisco  gay  gnei- 
lo    sherecaNs     thevcouldbebothopen 
and  — whe 

clOMj  i  went  to  quitea  few  SIR  meetings 
■Aitninem—  also  to  ihebars  and  into  the 
whole  gay  world.  I  went  once  with 
Chartie  and  John  to  a  restaurant  to 
celebrate  t  he  annivers^ ' . 
meeting  11  took  a  lot  more  courage  for 
them  lo  take  me  into  Ihe  gay  world  lhan  it 
didformetogo  I  said  to  them   How  do 
you  h«n*  the  courage  to  take  me  and  face 


all  those  black  looks''' You  saw  mem n 
Doyouthinklmblind'?"Weii.  ihey 
replied,  we  talked  it  over  and  decided 
thai  if  you  were  willing  logo,  we  were 
proud  lo  take  you'  They  took  me  to 
lealherbarsandali 

But  iheproiectionso'theghettodid 
not.  could  not,  iasi  They  finally  decided 
to  buy  a  house  in  the  suburbs  Inorder  to 
benearCharlieschiidren  Charliehad 
been  publicly  oul  'or  some  time,  and 
John  was,  a  bit  reluctantly,  beginning  lo 
gopubiic  Butbuyingthehouseina 
small  suburb  together  was  a  decisive ac 
tlon— no  one  could  fail,  then,  loknow 
thatlhey  weregay 

Ihe  first  night  I  arrived  in  San  Fran 
Cisco,  when  they'd  been  in  the  house 
about  si>  months.  Charlie  came  and 
knelt  by  my  bed  and  broke  into  temple 
sobs     Oh,  whalhaveldonetolhis 
man-'  ne  said  It  wasonihatveryday 
lhal  John  s  company—  a  legulai 
busi  ness  he  had  been  with  for  (If t Sen 

vas  one  of  their  top  men— had 
demoied  htm  to  what  he  had  Own  doing 
fifteen  years  before.  He  was  *8—  what 
could  he  do  now?  Charlie  told  me  also 

■  they'd  bought  their  house  his 
bossalsowasquesnoninghim  He 
worked  for  the  county  in  which  they  were 
i  nowliving  'Mom.'hesaid.'youhaveno 
•dea  —  every  new  boss  and  co-worker  has 
been  a  threal  to  me. 

v;hn:h  way  could  they  turn?  Both  of 
ihem  had  spent  a  whole  iifoiime  m 
hiding,  guilts  and  suffering   Charlie's 
lite  — a  double  lite  while  hew  j' 
piled  guill  upon  guilt,  reiectlon  upon 
reieciion  Charlie  had  always  refused 
bigger  jobs—  torfearote>posure<  Yeats 
-■'  this  Oh.howlhateandleai 
Ihe  closet  I " 

On  (his  last  visil,  Sarah  had  long  talks 
wilhbolhmen  Bolhlold  me  Iheir  whole 
life  stories  Charhesaid.  Thislimeshe's 
lohnow  everything,  I  looked  back  alter 
I  he  news  came  and  realized  lhat  they  had 
been  saying  goodbye  to  me. 

"They  described  to  me  what  It  means 
lo  become  an  old  gay.  rejected  by  iheir 
family,  and  living  inayouttvonented 
society,  noi  respected  by  young  people 
He  said  to  me,  and  t  hese  are  h  is  exac  t 
words,  Mom.  ihey  crawl  off  maholeand 
die  alone   Theydidn'tsparemethe 
yearsofsuffenng  Ispentagreaidealof 
lime  in  tears  from  what  they  told  me    8ui 
Idohavelhiscomton   I  was  fighting 
nght  beside  himbefore  I  lost  him  I  had 
the  pny  iiegeof  seeing  homosenuai  tove, 
and  I  consider  I'm  a  very  lucky  mother 

Two  days  before  I  left,  on  August  25.  i 
said  to  Ihem,  'Lovtm.lwantaplr,  | 
you  on  your  sola  with  your  arms  around 
eacholher   Itookit  lieflthemon 
August  27,  and  had  it  developed—  it 
came  back  to  me  the  day  before  Ihey 
died  I'msucnaternblephoiographerit 
came  out  dimand  lucy.  so  fully  e-pec 
ling  togel  a  better  one  sometime,  t 
destroyedihenegaiive  Fonunately.ldO 
ha.ethatpreciouspiclure  ba^s 
Its  the  only  one  I  have  it  f  ramej  i 
'i  ai  so  "jng  si  hen  I  wo  rings  they  pledged 
eachofherwilh  Everything i an 
says  in  a  surprise  reversal  Of  the 

i  owe  to  my  two  boys   Every 
time  I  make  a  speech  I  come  back  and 
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"One  father  said  to  me,  'I 
fight  only  for  my  child."  I  said 
right  away,  'As  long  as  one 
gay  person  is  harmed  by 
homophobiayourchildisin 
danger  too.  You'd  better 
fight  for  everybody.'  He's 
changed  quitealot." 


FEATURES 


Winter  is  cold  time, 
snow  time,  time  to 

-  insulate  your  house 

-  buy  fireplace  equipment 

-  do  interior  renovations 
Winter  is  time  lor 

Do  It  yourself  building  supplies 

Queen 
Lumber 

&  HARDWARE  CO. 


2  Locations  to  serve  you  since  1917 

392  Queen  St.  E:  311  Queen  SI.  E; 

Hardware.  Paints.  Tools,  Plywood.  Lumber,  Doors 

Plants,  Baskets.  Soil  Insulation,  Mouldings 

Toronto 

Free  delivery  over  S25.00 

.  We  cut  lumber  &  plywood  to  size 


_  et  that  frustration  out  in  our 
new  wet  steam  room. 


icokatihe.ipictuieandsey.D»dido 

M  «as the  threat  to  lhe.r  careers thai 
maoethefinaldittererKe 
and  48-  how  could  they  gel  new  poos' 
And  they  weie  concerned  tor  the 

children  Charlie  led  Quile  a  bit  ot  niein 
surance  John  left  halt  his  hie  savings  to 

Jrea  It  wasonly|0bloss. 
nothing  else  >n  the  world,  but  there  was 
no  way  to  tig*' back  Noprotectionun 
derthelaw  Twoyearsagotheypassed 
the  gay  nghisbtll  m  San  Francisco,  too 
late  lor  my  son  and  his  lover  What  could 
may  do? 

Aithoughlgrieved.lcan'tsayldon  I 
,  understand  Il  sierribiyhardlor meto 
light  this  light  because  every  time  I  hear 
olanyhardsnipsthalanygayf 
gone  through,  I  heat  my  sons  voice" 

it  shewas  beginning  her  tight  before 
Charhedied,  Sarah  Montgomery  ha* 
!  escalated  il  since  She  had  been  reading 
1  inegaypresssinceChariielirsl  came  out 
tohei,  and  when  she  read,  alter  his  death. 
of  aNew  York  gay  demonstration,  she 
I  lomedii  Iwwtnlhallraioay parade," 

■*i  I  houl  even  knowing  (1 
i  wasthelitsl  "Whensheheardoi  Ihfl 
,  ParenlsolGaysoiganuation  that  had 
'  beenloundedbyJeanandJuiesManlord 
sheioineditandhasbeenacliveeve' 
.■.UNotBeaClosst 
Molhei.  has  almost  become  legendary, 
■  :  lormebecauselseelheolhet 
parents  with  their  live  children,"  she 
says  But  her  impact  on  individuals  and 
inihemediahasbeenconsiderabie  Her 


0 

How  those  tired  muscles  to  relax  in  our 
A-Anew  luxurious  whirlpool 

ou  can  remove  those  extra  pounds  in  our 
U  new  exercise  room 

The  Club  Iteo 

Prrvale  men's  club  wtth  a 

new  low  admission  price  _^ 

231  Mutual  Street,  Toronto  HC^ 

Telephone  (416)  366-2859  ■  ' 


"The  problem  is  silence" 


Parenf  s  ol  Gays  doesn't  claim  to  have 
all  ihe  answers,  but  has  found  that 
thinking  and  talking  logether  is  a  big  slep 
forward 

They  invile  inquiries  as  well  as  new 
members  Wnie: 


work  with  other  parents  leads  her  to  face 
many  situations  in  which,  as  she  says, 
Chan  i  e'  s  voice  seems  to  speak  to  het . 
She  has  though!  through  many  ol  the 
issues  that  she  laces, and  weface.ioday 
Weaskedherlocommentonsomeol 
them 

"First  ol  all,  homosexuality  is  as 
naturaJlomeasbrealhing  Thisiswhyl 
sometimes  gel  parents  who  can't  relate 
tome  lhaveioacceptihefactihai 
they've  been  raised  homophobic,  and  I 
will  give  (hem  a  certain  amounl  ol  sym- 
pathy always  because  they  cant  change 
overnight  either   And  then  I  slowly  tell 
ihemthai  it'siusloneof  Ihefactsol 
nature,  that  there's  nothing  wrong,  it  s 
perfectly  natural  And  slowiy  they  learn 
toaccepiiheir  child  tuiiy 

All  tooollen  lam  told,  Hovemychild' 
and  hear  behind  il  a '  bul ..     And  I  say 
You  have  to  accept  homosetuant  y  as 
weiiasyouicniirj  it  i 
tics  but  it  s  not .  It's  very  real  B 
deep  One  lathe*  sa.di:..n>;    ill 
tormychild     Isaidrigilaway.  As  long 
as  one  gay  person  is  harmed  by 
!  rvcflWrphObiayOurcniidisindangerloo 
Voudbelterlight  lor  everybody   He's 
changed  quite  a  lot 

Iworh  wllhparanta  .■-'  ooryiheir 
I  rveartSOul.'Whyshouldihishappento 
me''  Most  ol  I  hem  are  terribly  gum- 

-jtotheWasieopsy 
chiatrists  They  say.  Whaididido 
wrong1  Why  me'*  and  they  cry  and  cry 
'  andcry  Somelranklycannoiaccepl 
'  I  hen  children  I  never  quarrel  wilhirir-m 
onthispomi  Aillsayisihis  Your  child 
faces  a  very  host  ne  world  He needs you 


more  than  any  ol  your  olfva*  Chik**n 
rvaedyou    Tneyseemloecceptihai 

They  Iw  lor  lh*tr  Ciuld  »  •! 
mat*  >  living,  and  they  ateiustihed  ■" 
irujt  ltnub«enmvex(Wfy«nc«thaitha 
fathers  will  accept  their  daughters,  and 
tharrvrtr^swiiiacceptttvetrsons  The 
lathers  lind  thett  mascuumi  y  v»ry 
threaten*)  by  gay  sons  Thedaughtei.ol 
course,  donsn  1  thraalen  her  lather's 
■ 

Our  group  is  very  shod  ol  parenlsol 
lesbians  Being  ateminiat,  I  (eel  that's  a 
severe  loss  Bui  sofa*  tho pventsoi 
women  have  not  come  around  in  any 
grealnumbers  Ithinkthal'sbecausethe 
world  still  lets  women  live  together,  meet 
on  ine  sheet,  and  kisseach  other,  and  be 
perteclly  normal  human  beings   But  in  a 
way  deep  down  I  resent  that  because  it 
simply  means  lhat  it  doesn't  malle*  what 
we  women  do  anyway 

"I  very  often  say  to  patents. '  Ask  your 
I  childtoteachyou  Howelseareyou 
going  lolearn' What  is  meaningful  to 
'  yxjurchiidmustbemeaninglultoyou'  A 
lot  otparenisdon  Iknow  how  lobe 
1  parents  They  wanl  their  children  lobe 
,  replicas olihemselvesortohavethe 
successeslheylailedtohave  Theyare 
|  ihinhingolthemselvesiuM   ftrwl 
I  parent doesn'ldo lhat.  A  teal  parent 
■  thlnksoltheciiiidilrai 

But  you  know,  we  have  no  training  for 
1  parenthood  It  sessumedwn  reborn 
I  knowing  what  todo  end  we're  not  We 
have  lo  learn  when  loonier  Ihcir  lives  and 
I  whenioretreal  Onlybethetewhen 
youreneeded  Keepaneyeonwhat'8 
j  going  on,  lor  sure,  bul  don't  intrude 
|      "One  thing  I  won't  do—  I  won't  goand 
slay  too  long  wil  h  any  ot  my  married 

■  I  - ji  hmihirbtmissed 

Parents  are  very  artogonlwitiu'i'" 
childten.loncesaid  I'd  never  IhM""  ked 
again,  bui  I  musl  admit  that  dealing  wiih 
parents  Horn  this  angle  has  shocked  me 

'.■v»- ■  j> -i I'"-  ' '  '■  "'n''    "  ''■ 

all  right  if  they  re  gay ,  bul  do  Ihey  have  lo 
flaunt  il?'  And  I  have  my  answer  all 
ready  lor  them:  They're  not  (Hunting  ll. 
You  don'l,  alter  all.  have  to  lustily  being 
heterosexual  It's  ihe  homophobic 
straight  world  lhat  forces  gay  people  to 
demand  their  rights  as  gays  They  have 
no  wish  at  any  lime  lohave  lo  make  sex 
Ihe  big  issue  irsthehomophobiaolthe 
straight  world  llial  lor ces  them  10d0 
this    They  shut  uptight  quick, 

"Oneot  the  biggest  mylhs  wo  encoun- 
ter is  lhat  homosexuality  is  learned 
behavior,  and  as  I  say,  I'm  living  prool 
lhai  It's  not  true  tt  is  homophobia  lhat  is 
taught. taught,  laughl   Itsdrummedmlo 
everybody'searsand  tome  it's  Just  as 
bad  losay  11  s  learned  behavior .  Thai  IS 
pan  and  parcel  ol  the  whole  homophobic 
allliude.andlhepsychiatn&ishaveab 
soiuiely  created  this,  with  Ihehelpol 
them,  Ihe  laws  have  said  it  isacrime. 
the  world  when  religion  has  condemned 
1  ihem,  Ihe  laws  have  said  it  wasaenme. 
andthepaychiatristshavesaidii'sa 
sickness?  Yet  straight  parenisconlinue 
10  have  gay  children,  It  |U6I  never  made 
sense  tome 

I  suppose  I  read  The  Well  ol 
Lone'mess  when  I  was  very  young  and  I 
1  don  I  remember  muchol  it,  but  Ido 
,  remember  deeply  onevery  wonderiul 
rernart    When  she  told  her  lather  that 
she  d  fallen  in  love  witha  woman,  she 
!  said tohim,  'How can  n be  wtong  when 
iisthemosibeautiti 
J  happened  tome  in  my  We''"  (suppose 
somewhere  m  my  mind  lhat  |ust  stuck 

i  rJoni  leei  ils  necessary  lor  gay 
people  loboiher,  to  wonder*'' 
gay  Theimportanlthmgfori''. 
beingisseil-respect   They  can't  respect 
anybody  else  il  they  cant  respect  them- 

(  ,ow  many  young  gay  people 
who  do  quest  ion  and  quest  ion  and 
I  question  it's  very  natural  because 
^dcingaioughworid.  Bullor 
/.  r,0  is  past  being  very  young, 
why  bol  her?  Why  not  be  proud  and  happy 
as  they  are?  1  see  no  reason  lor  thai  con- 

erbattie  H  sdeslructive .11 
destroyed  my  son  " 


by  Sarah  Montgomery 
with  thanx*  lo  Ragina  Kahrtey  and 
Gar  Common  it  y  Nam 
March 
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JAC AROMA 


Can  gal  two  botlles  of  Jec  Aroma  lor 

3   Strength.  eflecti>eness  end  savings 

J*c  Aroma  Is  the  lines!  sea  aroma  you 

1  bottle     16.00 
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VARIABLE  SPEED  ACCU-JAC 

This  Accujac  model  mom  Hi*  pliant  mem 
bran*  up  and  down  I  ho  length  ol  an  ereel  penis 
Tha  speod  la  vatlabla  Irom  40  to  o»ei  120 
strokes  par  minute  Adapl  tha  maaaaga  to  any 
mood  —  liom  an  atone  crawl  to  a  hungry 
gobbla  Or  change  lha  speed  while  the  Accu- 
jac IKunnlng  JJ499i 
Include  length  and  circumference  ol  ereel 
penis  or  aend  13  tor  complete  Accujac  into 
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Be  a  gay  fat  cat...cheap 

If  you  read  Toronto  Life  or  the  Advocate,  you  may  think  gay 
people  are  loaded  with  money. 

Even  Body  Politic  readers  are  surprised  to  learn  that 
PinkTriangle  Press  (our  non-prof  it  publisher)  is  opening 
its  second  annual  fundraising  campaign.  Some  of  our 
best  friends  tell  us  they  thought  the  press  was  lavishly 
kept  in  the  money  by  the  gay  fat  cats  with  all  that  dispos- 
able income. 
Fact  is,  the  fattest  cat  last  year  was  the  collective  contribution  of 
people  sending  in  $50or  less.  Over  half  of  these  donations  were  for 
$15orless. 

Several  people  sent  around  $100.  Only  two  made  individual  con- 
tributions of  more. 

So  you  see,  no,  we  don't  rely  on  the  big  ones.  We  count  on  the 
many  gay  people  who  make  small  but  regular  contributions. 
Of  course,  if  you're  loaded  we'd  welcome  a  $500  donation. 

But  we  welcome  acheque  for  $15,  $25,  or  $50  just  as  much.  Or  a 
pledge  for$10  a  month. 

The  liberation  of  ordinary  homosexuals  can 
only  be  the  work  of  ordinary  homo- 
sexuals ourselves. 


-tap.- ' 


Mail  to: 

Pink  Triangle  Press, 

Box639,StnA, 

Toronto,  M5W 1 E9,  Ontario 


I  pledge. 
Name_ 


_to  Pink  Triangle  Press. 


Address . 


I 
■ 

■ 


□   I  enclose  $1 5  or  more.  Please  send  me  a  free  Pink  Triangle  Pin. 


■  ■■ 


■ 
.1 


